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PREFACE. 



The following sheets were composed for the use of 
a Country Congregation, and were read through in 
succession every Sunday in the year, at the conclu- 
sion of the Evening Service. As the historical parts 
of the Old Testament, and the writings of the Pro- 
phets, contain many things of great importance to 
every Christian; and^ as a considerable portion of 
them is constantly read in the church on a Sunday, 
it seemed a desirable object to render these parts of 
Scripture plain and intelligible. For this purpose, 
an attempt is here made to comprise, in a small 
compass, an explanation of any obscure passages in 
them; to which are added some short reflections 
upon the most interesting subjects in each chapter. 
The historical chapters are in general not diffi- 
cult to be understood, though in particular places 
the story is sometimes interrupted . and disjoined. 
In the plan here adopted, the narration is continued 
without interruption, and those difficulties are re- 
moved, which arise either ffQ^^ tlie obscurity of the 
language, or from the p^^ y - cvJ^slouxs o? remote 



ages. 



The writings of the {^ ^ ^teixx^>^ck \esa m- 

telligible than those wV^f V^^ ^z '^ '^^''^''^^ ^^^ 



11 PREFACE. 

mere matters of fact. The very subjects of which 
they treat naturally render them obscure. Most of 
them are predictions of the future mercies or judg- 
ments of God^ either towards the Jews^ or other na- 
tions, which were to be fulfilled at some distant 
period. The style of these predictions is more 
figurative than the other parts of Scripture, and 
their frequent method of describing future events 
by actions as well as by words, adds considerably 
to the obscurity. It has been endeavoured in these 
Lectures to throw some light upon the most ob- 
scure passages; in the hope that the common reader 
may receive some information, and that such as are 
more advanced in knowledge may be encouraged to 
study these inspired writings. 

Some worthy Members of our Church have ex- 
pressed their surprise, that the reformers of our ex- 
cellent Liturgy should have selected for the Sunday 
Lessons so many chapters that have no small degree 
of obscurity in them. In answer to this it may be 
observed, that in many of these chapters the folly 
and wickedness of idolatry are particularly pointed 
out: and therefore, at the Reformation from Popery, 
in order to expose the worship of images then in 
use, it was thought advisable for those chapters to 
be read publicly and frequently, in which that scan, 
dalous practice was set in the strongest light. 



^. 



COURSE OF LECTURES, 



8fC. 



FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT, 
ittomfng Sberbice* 

Isaiah i. 

Isaiah begins his prophecy by calling heaven and 
^arth to bear witness to the ingratitude of the Israel- 
ites, who, like ungrateful children, had rebelled 
against the parents who brought them up. He re* 
presents them as more stupid and senseless than even 
brute beasts; for they remember where they are fed, 
and reverence the hand that feeds them : whereas the 
children of Israel have not only forgotten the mercies 
of God, but have broken his laws, and thereby pro- 
voked him to anger. 

The prophet goes on to describe their wretched 
state, wnich resembles a body worn down with sick- 
ness and sores, from head to foot, without any me» 
dicine to mollify and relieve it. Not is the situation 
of their country less deplorable beitvg over-run by 




^ s^ 
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2 A Course of Lectures on the 

The next subject of complaint, which the prophet 
brings against them^ is their placing so much de- 
pendance upon the outward ceremonies of' religion, 
as if the great Lord of all things could take delight 
in the bloody sacrifices of bullocks and goats. On 
the contrary, he tells them, that the very ordinances 
which God himself had appointed, the solemnities 
of his worship, and even the prayers, which with 
uplifted hands they pour out before him, shall be 
accounted as abominations in his sight. The reason 
for his thus rejecting them is expressed in these 
plain words, your hafids are full of blood: as if he 
had said, when the heart is stained with impurity, 
and the actions of men contradict their professions of 
piety, all their prayers and offerings will be of no avail. 

But as the Lord is a God of mercy, so he willeth 
not that any man should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance. Thus too Isaiah informs the 
Israelites, that, notwithstanding all their grievous 
offepces against God and their neighbour, if they 
would heartily repent, if they would cease to do their, 
former evil deeds, and would from henceforth learji 
to do the goad actions which he had commanded,,, 
they should be cleansed from the impurity of their 
foulest sinsy nor would the least stain of them be left 
behind, more than in the whitest smm, or in the. 
purest fleece of wooh Good and evil therefore were 
oiered to their choice, and whichever they chose* 
they well knew what effects it would produce. 

To encourage them to turn from their evil ways, 
the prophet describen^ to theosi, in strong colours, the: 
wickedneas of their foraier evil courses, and the 
happy diange which God would work in them, upon 
their true repentance. He repre^eots their city as 
in a state of adultery^ against God, as deserting his 
law^ and encoucaging violeno^ aEkd bloodshed. 
Things of the greatest vilvie were become corrupt 
and worthless. Thsy, who from their rat^ should 
be examples of integrity, had themselves reb^U^ed 
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and given themselves up to wrong and robbery. 
ITie very judges were defiled with gi/ts^ and had 
perverted the judgment oUhe fatherless and widows. 
The consequence of these heinous sins could not 
but be fatal; such transgressors and sinners must 
come to destruction; and they, who thus forsake 
the Lord, must surely be consumed. But in the 
midst of judgment God is pleased to remember mer- 
cy, and to declare, that when their dross should be 
thoroughly purged away, that is, when they were 
cleansed from their impurities, and entirely con- 
verted, he would restore them to their former state, 
and their habitation should again be called the city 
of righteousness. 

The conclusion of the chapter relates to those 
groves of trees, where the heathen nations practised 
their idolatries; and the prophet forwarns the peo^ 
pie of Israel, that if they follow the same idolatrous 
course, they themselves shouldyaflfe like a withered 
leafy and become barren and unfruitful, like a gar- 
den parched with drought. Neither would any 
tl:iing be able to save them from the divine wrath, 
which would consume all those who forsook the 
wordup of the true God, as easily as tow is set oa 
fire by the smallest spark. 

The principal instruction to be drawn from this 
chapter is this : that a pure heart and an upright 
conduct are much more acceptable to God than the 
strictest attention to any outward ordinances ; and 
that a sincere repentance for our sins will, through 
tbe mercy of God, restore us to his favour. Such 
were tbe gracious promises made to the Jews : we 
Christians may embrace these promises with still 
greater confidence ; since th^t fyh"^^ Saviour, who 
was but faintly shadowed out \ U6<<^>^*^^ actually 
appeared, to put away sin ^^^ ^'^ ^off'^^^^ ^f ^^' 
self. ^ i\\^ 
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FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 
TEfenfng ^txbitt. 

Isaiah iir. 

The former part of this chapter relates to the 
establishment of the Gospel, which, the prophet 
says, shall come to pass in the last days, that is, in 
the last dispensation of his will which God shall re- 
veal to mankind. Then the mountain of the LorcFs 
house, that is, the church of Christ, shall be exalted 
above every thing that opposes it, and people out of 
every nation upon earth shall become converts to it. 
Por, as it is God's pleasure that his divine law 
4shouId be first preached at Jerusalem, and then go 
forth to all nations, so shall it be the general wish 
of the people to resort to the house of God, for in- 
struction in their duty. The powerful influence of 
God's word shall have a wonderful effect upon the 
true converts to the gospel : the genuine characters 
of that gospel are peace and love, and therefore they, 
who sincerely practise it, will prefer the arts of peace 
to the horrid cruelties of war; they will convert 
their swords and spears, those instruments of de- 
struction, into the useful instruments of agricul- 
ture, iheploughshare andthe pruning-kook ; so that 
the dreadful trade oiwar shall be entirely laid aside. 
Isaiah, having foretold the coming of Christ's 
kingdom,, proceeds, in the sixth verse, to give the 
reason why God had rejected wcid forsaken his peo* 
pie, even the house of Jajcob : and this was upon 
account of their idolatry, and the confidence tney 
placed in a variety of things which were forbidden 
in the law. They resorted to the east, which has 
been ever famous for vain pretenders to knowledge ; 
and like their neighbours the Philistines, they af- 
fected to be skilful in foretelling future events. Be- 
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sides this, they placed a vain confidence in their 
treasures y instead of trusting in the goodness of God; 
and in contradiction to his express command, they 
encouraged a traffic for horses with the Egyptians. 
Tliey were also become so stupid and senseless as to 
worship the very idols which their own hands had 
made, and to which men of all ranks and degrees 
humbled themselves in prayer. 

To deter them from such abominable practices, 
the prophet describes, in the remainder of the chap- 
ter, the severe judgments of God upon all who 
transgressed his laws. He represents them as en- 
deavouring to hide themselves from the great day 
of the Lord of hosts, when all the proud and lofty 
ones should oe humbled and brought low. Then 
shall they be bowed down, who have exalted them- 
selves like the lofty cedars upon mount Lebanon, 
and have thought themselves as firmly rooted as the 
oaks on the rich hills of Bashan. Nor shall any be 
able to escape the searching judgments of God, even 
though their stations may be as elevated as the 
loftiest mountains, or be secured by the strongest 
walls and towers. And this general destruction, 
which shall be • extended to all those articles of 
luxury and pleasure which are brought in ships from 
distant countries, shall completely humble the pride 
of man, so that the Lord alone shall be exalted in 
that day. But the power of God shall particularly 
appear in the destruction of those wretched idols, 
which instead of bein^ able to assist the men who 
formed and trusted in them, shall be thrust, together 
with themselves, into secret holes and hiding-places; 
where, however valuable may be the matenals of 
which they are formed, they shall become the 
companions of some of the viWt 3i^^ filthiest ani- 
mals. How humiliating is it.g coticlusiou which 
the prophet draws from thi^ /.te^^^^ of human 
vanity and folly ! If the pr^^ S^^ ^ Vot\.\t\ess o? man 
be as transient as the very A.^^ ^^ -ue &.Ta.YJs,he must 
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surely be considered as a being to be little esteemed 
or accounted of. 

From this chapter we may principally learn these 
tliree things. First, gratitude to God for the light 
of the gospel, which in these last days He has been 
pleased to communicate to these distant regions of 
the earth. Secondly, in return for so great a bless-* 
ing, a fixed resolution to walk in his paths, and to 
obey his laws,^ and especially to cultivate in our 
hearts that truly Christian duty of peace and love, 
which, by God's blessing, may in time produce that 
happy state when nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any 
more. Thirdly, by comparing our own folly and 
weakness with the majestv and power of God, we may 
learn that useful lesson of humility which is so suitable 
to the weak and dependant nature of man. 



SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

ifttorrang Sberbto. 

Isaiah y» 

The people of Israel are here described under the 
parable of a choice vine, planted in a rich soil, and 
cultivated with the greatest care, so as to afford a 
reasonable expectation of its producing fruit in per- 
fection. In like manner did God select the nation 
of the Jews, protecting them from the attacks of 
their enemies, giving them a religion and laws pecu- 
liar to themselves, and employing every means to 
fender them obedient to his will. How justly then 
might the Lord complain of their ingratitude and 
disobedience, when instead of judgment and righ-^ 
teousness, he beheld the cry of those who were op- 
pressed, together with frequent instances of every 
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other kind of wickedness. But how severe was the 
punishment of this abuse of God's mer^.y ! Let us 
consider with awful wonder the case of God's highly- 
favoured, but rebellious, people, in the exact fulfil- 
ling of this prophecy. The! r country was laid waste, 
and eaten up, as it were, by strangers; it was left de« 
fenceless, and open to every enemy, and over-run 
with briars and thorns, so as to leave no appearance 
of its former cultivation. 

From describing the destruction of God's vine- 
yard, the prophet proceeds to denounce the divine 
judgments against those sins, which brought on this 
heavy visitation. And first, he reproves them for 
ilieir covetouaness, which was never satisfied without 
continually adding to and enlarging their possessions, 
as if no one but themselves had a right to any enjoy* 
ment. But he declares their speedy desolation, and 
the destruction of their hopes by the extreme barren* 
ness of their land, which snould not produce above an 
Ephah for an Homer, or a tenth part of the seed that 
was sown. 

His next threatening is against those, who spend 
their time in drunkenness and other excesses, with- 
out regarding the work of the Lard, or his all-seeing 
providence* It is upon account of these things, and 
their stupid ignorance of their duty, that they are 
punished with captivity, and made to suffer the mi- 
aeries of hunger and thirst. It is for this, that the 
grave hath swallowed up so many of them, and that 
multitudes of every rank have descended into it. But 
.while the proud shall be humbled ^i!'^^ just and holy 
God shall be exalted: and though he suffer the 
stranger to devour and lay v^g^tethe possessions of 
those who srevrfat by cruel opp^^^^^^®* ^^^ ^^^'* 
the lambs, Siat is, the tne^V L\ goo^ ^®^ whom 
God supports, feel the ao^ *^ "Led supipVies o? \\is 
bounty. \^\fi^ 

The judgments of God jv ri>>tvceA,\tv tVveuext 

places a^inst such as dy-^^^V i e^^ io «» ^1 ^^^^ ^^ 
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falsehood, and who are continually adding one sin 
to another, in the same manner as a number of small 
vords being joined together form a large rope. These 
are they, who boldly invite God not to delay the 
execution of his threatened vengeance; who wish to 
confound all distinctions between good and evil^ 
though the difference between them is as great as 
between light and darkness^ or between sweet and 
bitter things. These are they, who pretend to the 
character of wise and prudent men, while their lives 
are a scene of riot and drunkenness ; and who, in 
order to gain their ends, scruple not \.q justify the 
deeds of the wicked^ and to deprive the righteous of 
his due reward. Surely the anger of the Lord, like 
a sudden fkme^ shall devour such hardened sinners^ 
and they shall be destroyed both root and branch, 
as a punishment for their contempt of God and his 
laws. 

The remainder of the chapter is employed in fore- 
telling the execution of the divine judgments upon 
the Israelites by the Assyrians or Babylonians. The 
prophet represents the Almighty as lifting up an 
ensign or standard, in order to assemble these dis- 
tant nations together with the utmost speed; he de- 
scribes them as not to be overcome by fatigue or 
sleep, and as prepared for action, by having their 
girdles fastened tight about them, and every part of 
their dress and armour complete. Their arms, their 
horses, and their chariots were to be so strong that 
nothing could resist them; and they would over* 
come the helpless Israelites, with as much ease as a 
lion overcomes and devours his defenceless prey. 
The time of such lamentation aJid misery may be 
fitly compared to the roaring of the sea in a dread- 
ful storm, or to ihe hornhXe' darkness which over- 
whelms a landy when the light is darkened in the 
heaven thereof. 

The important lesson to be learnt from this chapter 
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is this, that if God rejected the Jewish nation for 
their wickedness, he may too probably reject us; he 
may break down our wall of defence, and sufier us 
to be trodden down by our enemies. And we have 
the greater reason to dread this severe visitation, as 
our sins too much resemble theirs. Covetousness 
and drunkenness, profaneness and impiety, have, 
alas! taken deep root in this land; and if we do not 
quickly repent, and amend our evil courses, the an^ 
ger of the Lord will be kindled against his people^ 
and we shall be utterly consumed. 



SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

Isaiah xxiv. 

In this chapter the prophet foretells the desolation 
of the Jewish nation at the time of their captivity : 
and he describes this desolation as being so complete 
that the earth should be,, as it were, turned upside 
down, and the inhabitants thereof scattered abroad. 
Neither should any be exempted from the calamity; 
but master and mistress, men and women, of every 
rank and situation in life, should have Uieir full share 
in it. Tlie cause of this general destruction was 
plainly to be found in the wickedness of the people, 
vrhohad transgressedihe divine laws, and broken the 
everlasting covenant between God and them. Well 
then might the earth and its inhabitants be described 
as devoured by a curse^ and miserably destroyed by 
fire and sword. Neither cou\(^ an'J^^™? afford com- 
fort at a time of such universal *,a\at»i^y • '^^^ ^^ P^^* 
phet describes in very expres^^ wvvg^^S®*^®?^®®®^^ 
ing even music and wine, w^? u \isuBi\y cheer the 
hearts of men, as now shari^^V^^ *he general distressy 
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being themselves in a state of mourning and lan^ 
guishing* If any should attempt to lessen their sor* 
rows^ by having recourse to wine and strong drink, 
instead of being pleasant, it shall be bitter to them 
that drink it under such calamitous circumstances. 
But, as the Almighty delighteth in mercy^ in the midst 
of this severe visitation, he is pleased to reserve a 
small remnant of his people; so small, indeed, that^ 
in comparison of those who are led into captivity, they 
resemble the SGdiXiiy gleanings of vines and olives 
iohen the vintage is done. These favoured people, 
who, having escaped the doom of their brethren, are 
scattered abroad among the distant isles of the sea, 
shall lift up their voice in praises to God for his mer- 
cies. Be ye therefore ready, says Isaiah, to glorify 
the Lord in those^ery trials of affliction and perse- 
cution to which ye may be called. 

But, notwithstanding these displays of God's mer- 
cy to a chosen remnant, the prophet cannot forbear 
lamenting the general corruption of the people and 
their treacherous dealings. As a punishment for these, 
be denounces the miseries they shall suffer; and de- 
clares, that although they may happen to escape one, 
they shall be sure to fall into another. These words, 
the fear, the pit, and the snare, seem to be a kind of 
proverb, denoting the certainty of the evils which 
should overtake them. 

ITie remainder of the chapter, from the middle of 
the eighteenth verse, is supposed to foretel, not only 
the temporary calamities and final restoration of the 
Jews, but to relate also to the general destruction of 
the world at the last day. Then indeed shall the 
windows from on high be open, as they once were, to 
drown the world; then shBil'the earth be dissolved, 
and be made to reel to and fro, till men are at their 
wits' end. The transgression of the inhabitants ot 
the earth shall be heavy upon it, and the Lord shall 
take vengeance upon their wickedness, beginning with 
t^e kings and great men of the earth, who ehall b# 
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eonfined like prisoners m a dungeon^ and after a tinle 
they shall be broU|B;htontfor the execution of Gx)d'0 
final judgment. The expression in the last verse 
may either refer to the aarkness of the Itet day, 
when the sun and moon shall no more give their 
light ; or it may rather signify that dazzling splendour^ 
which shall utterly eclipse all other lights^ when the 
Lord of hosts shall reign triumphant over the 
heavenly Jertisalem, and ^all be gloriomly acc6m« 
panied oy the ancients j or elders^ of his church. 

The reflections upon this chapter are in great 
measure the same as those upon tlie former one. 
If God spared not his chosen people, but delivered 
them into captivity fof their sins, let us beware of 
following their ill example, lest an equally severe 
punishment overtake us. Yet a little while and the 
earth shall be dissolved^ and the sun and moon shall 
no more give their light; at least, they will give no 
light to us, since our eyes will be for ever dosed. 
Let this awFul consideration deter us from every 
kind of wickedness ; that, having escaped the pol- 
lution of the world, we may at the last day be found 
among the remnant of the true Israelites. 



THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT, 

Isaiah xxv. 

•This chapter is a kind of hymn of praise to God 
for the destruction of the et\e0^^^ of the Jews, and 
for their re-establishmei^^ -^ tbeVt kingdom of 
Israel ; and this may b6 cow \i,f e^^a ^ propViecy of 
the future victories and ^^\<> ..^ «>^ ^^® cburcb of 
God. The prophet be|^^^a^f^Vi ^xaiawg God for 
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his sacred regard to the truth of his promises^ and 
for the overthrow of those heathen cities, which 
were so entirely destroyed that they shall never be 
built^ These instances of his power over such 
mighty cities shall be a means of bringing glory to 
God, who protected the needy in distress y and «hel-> 
tered them from the violence of their enemies, 
whose attacks might be compared to the blast of a 
raging storm. Thus was the fury of these heathen 
strangers subdued, and thus did the divine mercy in» 
terpose for the defence of his people, even as a cloud 
interposes its welcome shadow^ to protect any one 
from the scorching heai of the sun. The remainder 
of the chapter seems particularly applicable to God*s 
mercies towards mount Zion, or his church: and 
it is worthy of remark, that as the scripture lan- 
guage in general is full of allusions to the common 
concerns of life, so God's calling men by his grace is 
often represented as inviting them to a feast. The 
feast here spoken of was to consist of every delicacy 
both of meat and drink, signifying that God should 
hereafter bestow his grace in a plentiful manner upon 
his people. In mount Zion also will he lay the foun- 
dation of that gospel, which was to destroy the veil 
of ignorance and prejudice, which had hitherto been 
spread over all nations. But the greatest triumph 
to God's chosen people shall be this, that even tne 
mighty conqueror, ciea^A himself, shall be subdued; 
that the afflictions of life shall have place no more, 
and that God shall for ever take away the re- 
proaches and persecutions of his people. Well 
might such mercies induce those, who were fa- 
voured with them, to cry out, this is our God, we 
will be glad and rejoice in his salvation. And more- 
over the powei; of God shall continue to rest upon 
mount Zion, all whose enemies, of whom Moab is 
the chief, shall be destroyed with as little pains as 
is required to do the most trifling thing, even as 
easily as men tread down a heap cX straw ^ The. same 
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allusion to a common action of life is used in the next 
verse, where God is represented as humbling the 
pride of their enemies, and powerfully stretching forth 
his hands in the midst ofthem^ with the same ease, a« 
he that smmmeth spreadeth forth his hands to swim. 
Thus shallhe bring down and level to the ground the 
lofty walls of these proud heathen cities« 

4 

It is our duty to learn from hence to praise God for 
his mercies, to be grateful for all the blessings we re- 
ceive, and to wait with patience for that glorious day, 
when God mil swallow up death in victory^ and will 
wipe away tears from off all faces. 



THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

Isaiah xxvi. 

This chapter, as well as the former, contains a solemn 
hymn of praise to God; and thelatterpart of itplainly 
refers to the end of the world, when those that dwell 
in dicst shall awake and sing. It does not appear 
what particular temporal blessings the prophet has in 
view, but the flourishing state of the churcu under the 
Gospel is clearly pointed out. He begins, therefore, 
with declaring, that no fortification is so strong a de- 
fence as the salvation of God ; it is this alone which 
can secure an entrance to the rigf^^^^^^> *^^ ^^^ ^^^ 
mind with perfect peace and cotifi^^^^®- And who 
indeed can lay so just a clax^vv *o ^^^^^ and confidence 
as He who is strength itse\f ^ \. ^ Y\utnb\elh the pride 
of the haughty, and enabW^ ^ ^ t^^epoor and needv 
to triumph over them ? t^^ ^if^^ ^e o^ oUaimngsucU 
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ItBsistonce from God, the prophet dpeakd of the rights** 
ous, as waiting for God in the way of kis judgments^ 
as desiring him in the niglu^ and seeking him early / 
and he very properly remarks, that if any thing will 
make the innabitants of the world learn righteous*^ 
nessy if any thing will induce men to obey God's 
laws^ it must be those afflictions and judgments 
which he sends upon the earth. For it too plainly 
appears that favour and kindness will not prevail 
upon the wicked to learn righteousness ^ and to for- 
sake their unjust dealings; and scarcely can they 
be brought to ^eeand acknowledge the hand of God, 
when it is lifted up to punish them : but the severity 
of God's judgments shall at length make them 
ashamed for the envy and hatred which they have 
shewn towards the people of God. 

The prophet then goes on to praise God for the 
peace and comfort he had bestowed on them, in de- 
livering them from those other lords and masters, 
even their enemies, who ha.d had dominion over them, 
and cruelly oppressed them. But the punishment, 
wherewith God has visited an^.Sestroyed these ene- 
mies, shall make them as incapable of rising again 
fo do more mischief, as if they were actually dead. 
He then breaks out into a grateful acknowledgment 
of the divine goodness, in increasing the nation of 
his chosen people, by spreading and enlarging it to 
distant parts of the earth, as God will do hereafter 
in a more eminent manner by spreading and enlarg- 
ing his church. Heretofore, indeed, vmen the chas* 
tefiing hand of God was upon them, they were 
obliged to have recourse to prayer rather than 
thaiiksgiving; and so great were their sufferings, that 
a woman in the sharpest pangs of child-birth could 
not cry out with greater vehemence. But instead of 
any good effects following from their pain, they 
6roM/^A^/or^A nothing but wind, that is, all their ef- 
forts were vain and useless, they were notable to work 
out any deliverance for themselves, nor to overcome 
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those men of the ivorld^yfho so violently persecuted 
them. 

In answer to these bitter complaints of his people, 
God promises them, at the 19th verse, a revival, or 
new life, after all their miseries, which had brought 
them to death's door. The words are so strong and 
expressive, that though they may probably relate, in 
the first place, to the restoration of the Jews after 
the captivity, they have been always understood as 
foretelling the resurrection from the dead; when 
they, who have long dwelt in dust, shall awake and 
sing; when they shall spring up, like the seed of 
herbs which has been long hid in the ground, and 
which the earth shall once more throw out. In ex* 
pectation of this great and final deliverance, they 
are warned closely to conceal themselves from the 
destroying angel, and to endeavour by every means 
to avoid the indisnation of the Lord, when he shall 
come down from his holyp/ace to punish theinhabi* 
tants of the earth for their iniquity. Whether this 
be meant of the final putiishment oi the wicked at the 
last judgrtient, or of the destruction of the Assyrian 
army before Jerusalem, the earth may well be repre- 
sented, in either case, to be so glutted with blood, 
that she can neither contain ^11 that is shed, nor cover 
the numerous dead bodies. 

* The instruction which we may learn from this 
chapter is, to place our whole trust and confidence 
in God for our deliverance from every kind of afflic- 
tion and distress; being well assured, that howevet 
unsuccessful our own endeavo\>^ ^^^ prove, yet, it 
we wait with patience, h^ w_*\\ tNevet \eave us, nor 
forsake us ; and, above all J! k a ^a-Y '^* comiT\|,,^la^ 
all our suflTerings upon e^l^vV^ -VVV^^^^ ^-^ ^^, ' uTn 
ihedeadshallrise^and e^^V^It dti>ellw<*^^^'''^^ 
nwake and sing, %\ \r 
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FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

iWornfng Sberbto. 

Isaiah xxx. 

This chapter relates chiefly to the invasion of 
Judea by Sennacherib, king of Assyria; and the 
principal intention of the prophet is, first, to reprove 
the people for their confidence in the Egyptians; 
secondly, to comfort them with some of God's gra- 
cious promises ; and lastly, to denounce the divine 
vengeance against the Assyrian army. He be^ns 
with blaming the rebellious children of Israel, wlio, 
instead of seeking counsel from the Lord^ go down 
into Egypt for refuge and protection against their 
enemies, and thus, by not following the divine di- 
rections, they still add to the number of their sins. 
But they may be assured, that the strength and as- 
sistance which they expect from Pharaoh^ king of 
Egypt y shall only turn to their shame and confusion^ 
The prophet then mentions ihe princes or ambassa* 
dors of the Israelites, who went to Zoan axidPhanes, 
two of the cities of Egypt. But notwithstanding the 
alliance between the two nations, they were at first 
entirely routed by Sennacherib, so that this connec- 
tion with Egypt, instead of being an assistance to 
the Israelites, became a shame and reproach to them. 
At the sixth verse we have a lively description of 
some circumstances relating to the journey of these 
ambassadors towards the south, which lay through 
a dreary wilderness, infested with wild beasts, and 
with venomous serpents, whose motion was so quick, 
that they almost appeared to fly. A train of beasts 
of burden accompanied them, laden with presents 
for the Egyptians: but the event shewed that it wa^ 
to no purpose ^ as their Ae/^ proved vain and useless; 
and therefore the Israelites would have shewn more 
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prudence as well as piety in placing their strength 
and confidence in God^ and quietly sitting still to 
wait the event 

After describing the perverseness of the Israelites 
in applying to Egypt for protection, the prophet, in 
the next place, represents himself as commanded to 
record these things in a book^ for the sake of their 
posterity in distant ages. He addresses them there* 
fore as a rebellious people^ who would not hearken 
to the warnings of God s prophet, who rather chose 
to be deceived by smooth and soothing lies than to 
hear severe truths, and who even urged the prophets 
to quit thepo^A of truth, and to cease addressing them 
in the name of the holy one oflsraeL As a punish- 
ment of ih&ir ververseness and false confidence, he 
foretels the destruction which shall overtake them ; 
a destruction so sudden, that it may be compared to 
the fall of a high wall, whose breaking cometh sud^ 
denly in an instant y or of an earthen vessel, so en- 
tirely broken in pieces^ that not a bit of it is left 
which might serve for the meanest use. He tells 
them, that God had given them warning to return to 
their duty, and to place their strength in a quiet con^ 
fidence in him ; but they would not follow his 
advice, choosing to rely upon the strength and swift- 
ness of the Egyptian horses. As therefore flight 
and swiftness were their choice, they should 
quickly be called to the exercise of them by flying 
swiftly from their enemies; a very small number of 
whom should put to flight a large troop of these 
boasting horsemen, till they were scattered over the 
mountains like a single mark upon a hilL 

But as mercy is the favourite attribute of God, the 
prophet assures his people, tha^ ^^^ ^^^ ^'^^ ^^}^ 
with patience to see the efjk^t o{\i\s judgments, in 
order that he may be j^j^ '^^i^ unto them. He 

therefore promises, thati^^.^u^ta'^^^^S ^^ threat- 
ened destruction of ./e>»^^ vyiv^ w tt\e king of As- 
Syria, they should still Ci^^^l^ ^odtoellitv that city > 
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and that thetr sorrows should have aii end by the 
gracious answer which the Lord would give to their 
prayers. And though He might permit them t<> be 
triea by various kinds of afflictions^ he assures them^ 
as one peculiar comfort^ that their teachers shall no 
more be removed to a distance from them, but that 
they shall have the comfort of their instructions^ di-» 
recting them in the way they should go, when at 
any time they have turned away from it. But in 
order to deserve this favour, the sin of idolatry, to 
which they were so prone, must be utterly forsa^en^ 
and every thing that served to adorn it must be 
rejected, and cast awaymiii the utmost abhorrence* 

As a furtlier instance of the divine mercy, they are 
promised an abundant plenty of provision, both for 
themselves and their cattle; and as Judea was a dry 
and hilly country, they were led to expect, not only 
seasonable rains at the time of sovnng their seed, 
but also the great blessing of nver^ arid streams of 
waters even upon the mountains and high hilU^ 
And this was to be effected in the day of the great 
slaughter when the towers fall, that is^ when their 
enemies, who were highly exalted^ should be mi'^ 
raculously destroyed. And so great shall be thd 
liappinessof the people when God shall pardon their 
sins, and remove the punishment of them, that the 
splendour of the day and night shall seem to be in- 
creased by it sevenfold. We may remark here, that 
as light is used in Scripture as an emblem or sign 
of joy and happiness, lengthening of that light must 
signify a great abundance of happiness : and there i^ 
no doubt that these strong expressions, relating in 
the first place to the future happiness of the Israelites 
under king Hezekiah, are also meant to point out 
the flourishing state of the gospel in future ages. 

In the remainder of the chapter, the prophet de» 
scribes the vebgeance of Ood upon the Assyrian 
army, when one hundred and eighty-five thousand 
men were destroyed by the angel in one night. We 
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may observe here, that it Is not possible for the weak 
faculties of man, in his present state^ to form any 
just notions of the divine power and other attributes ; 
the scripture itself is therefore obhged to give such 
ideas of God, and to use such language as strictly 
Jbelongs only to man. His burning with anger ^ and 
his lips being full of indignation against his enemies, 
must mean, that their heinous sins and provocations 
had justly drawn down the severest punishment upon 
them. Nor is his wrath described by fire only, but 
his breath is spoken of as resembling an overflowing 
stream reaching up to a man's necky so as to put him 
in danger of drowning: and so strong was the blast 
of this breathy that, like a powerful winnowing-fan, 
it shall thoroughly purge his floor from his enemies, 
30 as utterly to scatter them like so much chaff. As 
an unruly horse is stopped in his course by the power 
of the bridle in Yn^jawsy so shall the Lord check the 
Assyrians, causing them to lose their aim, and to 
wander out of the way. The joy which the children 
of Israel should feel from this unexpected deliver* 
ance, would be equal to what they express at their 
most solemn festivals, when they celebrate the wor- 
ship of God upon mount Sion with music and glad^ 
ness of heart 

This sudden destruction of the Assyrians shall 
manifestly proceed from the hand of God, to whom 
it was as easy to destroy them by means of an angel, 
as to defeat the enemies of Joshua by a tempest and 
hailstones. Thus shall the voice, or power, of the 
Lord beat down the Assyrians y who had before chas- 
tised the Israelites; and in every place where the 
Lord shall lift up the rod of his power, to shake it 
over his enemies in severe judgments, it shall excite 
his people to praise him witb every demonstration 
of joy. In order to undQ^^g^and the last verse, it 

miist be observed, that Tew fc^t ^^* ^^ P^^^? ^^ ^^® 
valley of Hinnom where c^vfiAten^eTe sacrificed to 
Moloch ; and therefore X^^V^ to sV^ew iTae complete 
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destruction of the Assyrian army, speaks of Tophet 
as being fully prepared for their punishment : and as 
the wretched victims were consumed by the vast 
piles of wood and other combustibles, so the breathy 
or power, of the Lord shall find sufficient materials 
to execute his vengeance upon the enemies of his 
people. 

This chapter teaches us, that under every circum- 
stance of affliction and distress, we should place our 
chief trust and confidence in God, and never have 
recourse to any means of relief that are contrary to 
his laws. We are also taught by it to reverence the 
word of God, and not to despise the warnings of his 
ministers, lest our presumption be punished with 
sudden and unexampled destruction, but they, who 
are patient under the chastening hand of God, may 
learn from hence, that He delights in shewing mer- 
cy to his faithful servants; and that, though he may 
sometimes give them the bread of adversity^ and the 
water of eviction, yet he has blessings in store, 
which will reward them sevenfold^ 



FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

IBbenfng Sberb(ce. 

Isaiah xxxii. 

Th is chapter contains three distinct subjects. First, 
the happiness of a kingdom under the govern- 
ment of a good king. Secondly, the miseries of a 
country in a state of invasion. And thirdly, the 
happiness which shall follow from the restoration of 
peace. The prophet, in the first place, describes 
the happiness of a kingdom under the government 
of a good king. There is no doubt tiiat this pro. 
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phecy defers in the first place to king Hezekiah, 
who was a most excellent prince: but it is equally 
certain, that the blessings here promised have had a 
much fuller completion in the nappier times of the 
gospel, of which the reformation that was made by^ 
Hezekiah was only a shadow or image* We must 
therefore carry in our minds all along this double 
sense of the prophecy, which points out a king go- 
verning by tne steady rules of righteousness and 
judgment f anddefendmghissubjects from every dan- 
ger, even as a convenient shelter covers a man from 
the violence o^ winds and tempests. The break- 
ing out of fresh springs in dry places , or the shade 
of a rock as a defence from excessive heat, are em- 
blems of their happiness who are blessed with such 
a government. It is then that men may be said to 
see and hear clearly, when they have no cause to fear 
being deceived: but much more, under the gospel, 
shall the spirit of divine truth enlighten and instruct 
mankind. In such happy times the weak and thought- 
less shall improve in knowledge, and even the igno- 
rant and unlearned shall speak clearly and plainly 
of their duty. Under a virtuous prince a proper dis- 
tinction shall be made between men of opposite cha- 
racters: the base and vile person, whose heart is 
full of iniquity and deceit, who takes pleasure in 
adding to the miseries of the wretched, shall no more 
be held in equal esteem with those liberal and boun- 
tiful men, who are always doing good to others. 

At the 9lh verse, the prophet suddenly quits this 
subject, and renews the description of the calamities 
which should follow upon Sennacherib's invasion. 
He particularly warns those nice and delicate women 
who were wholly unaccustomed to hardships, of the 
miseries that would befal tlxetO> ^ ^ ^™® ^^ ^^^^ 
distress, when the fruits of iV»e eartli should fail, 
and could not be gathered \ ^otrow and deep re- 
pentance, which was expr^ *^' « v stripping off their 
other garments and putt\v,^^^ ' cW^^^^S ^^ coarse 
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sackcloth, would be highly suitable to so dreadful 
a visitation. Then shall there be great lamentation 
for the loss of their accustomed necessaries and 
comforts^ for the milk of their cattle, and for their 
fruitful fields and vineyardsy which shall be laid 
waste, and be overrun with thorns and briars. For 
so great shall be the desolation, that mirth and jol-^ 
lity shall be every where succeeded by sorrow and 
misery, and the strongest and most beautiful dwell- 
ings in the city shall become habitations for the 
beasts of the field. 

But the mercy of God will in due time remove 
this sad calamity ; the effusion of his Spirit shall pro^ 
duce a wonderud change, and restore the fruitful^ 
ness of former happy times to his favoured people, 
while their enemies shall be punished with barren- 
ness and destruction, llien shall his Judgments be 
visited upon the Assyrians, whose desolate state may 
be compared to 3l wilderness; and hh righteousness 
or mercy shall be continued to his faithful servants, 
once more blessed with fruitfulness and plenty. The 
happy effects of this reformation shall he peace with- 
in, and quietness without ; for the people of God 
shall dwell in security, while his vengeance, like a 
dreadful storm of hail^ shall overtake their enemies, 
whose city, though so highly exalted with pride, 
shall be humbled and brought low. The prophet 
concludes with declaring, that God's people, being 
now freed from any fears of invasion, shall again em- 

eoy their oxen and asses lor the cultivation of their 
nds; which, though they were naturally a dry and 
rocky soil, shall by God's bkssing produce as plen* 
tiful a crop, as if the seed had been sown in moist 
and well watered ground. 

We may learn from this chapter to be truly thank- 
ful for the blessings we enjoy, in being governed by a 
good and virtuous king^; and still more, that we are 
under the spiritual dominion of that heavenly King ^ 
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who alone ean 9trietly be said to reign in righteous* 
ness and to rule in judgment. Let us a£o learn 
highly to prize our happy situation in an island^ by 
which we are in great measure exempted from those 
dreadful calamities^ to which those countries are sub- 
ject that are the seat of war. And lastly^ if God 
sometimes sees fit to punish our sins by the scourge 
of war or the terrors of famine, let us not forget, when 
peace and plenty return, to follow the example of 
king Hezekiah, by shewing our gratitude to God iu 
the reformation of our lives. 



CHRISTMAS DAY. 

iWornmg gbtrbice. 

Isaiah ix. to ver. 8. 

The beginning of this chapter is very obscure, partly 
owing to its being divided from the former chapter, 
to which it properly belongs; and partly to the ob- 
scurity of tne language. Neither can it be easily 
rendered clear, without differing considerably from 
the apparent sense of our common translation. The 
subject of it, undoubtedly, is a prophecy of the birth 
and kingdom of Christ, that illustrious Son of David, 
who was hereafter to sit upon his throne : and the 
greater part of the first and second verses being 
quoted by St. Matthew, makes it clear that they 
relate to that glorious event. 

In the eighth chapter the prophet had denounced 
the invasion of the Jewish state by the king of As- 
syria, as a punishment for their infidelity to God. 
They were to be reduced tc^ ^te^^ irouhU and dis- 
tress, which are expressed i^. ^^ propheticlanguage 
by dimness and darkness ^ khe^ **^® Tnamwer as 
happiness is expressed by ^fl , * T^© prophet be- 
gins then by declaring t(\^ ^«tf'^ 4\\al^'cve dimness at 



24 A Course of Lectures on the 

distress, with which God had lightly evicted them 
by the invasion of the king of Assyria, and which 
chiefly fell upon the land of Zebulon and Naphtali, 
should now be turned into joy throughout all the 
country round about Jordan, and near the sea, or 
lake of Tiberias ; which country was commonly called 
Galilee of the nations, or Gentiles, because so many 
Gentiles were settled there. To all these people, 
whether Jews or Gentiles, who were in a state of 
darkness or ignorance, fitly called the shadow of 
death, there should arise a glorious light, whicn 
should enlighten their minds, and guide their feet 
into the way of peace. 

He then assures them, that the coming of this 
glorious light should prove a wonderful increase to 
the nation, or spiritual kingdom of Christ, by the en- 
larging of his church; and that their yoy upon ac- 
count of it should equal what diey expressed upon 
the most joyful occasions, such as the gathering in 
of the harvest, or the division of the spoils after a 
victory. For God shall deliver them from the 
burthensome yoke and severe oppressions of their 
enemies, as he formerly did at Midian by the 
victorious sword of Gideon, And as confusion and 
blood are the usual consequences o^ battles in general, 
so shall this victory plainly appear to be the work of 
God, by ihefire which shall descend from heaven 
to burn up tne enemy. Such too is the victory which 
Christ shall obtain over his enemies, sin and death; 
and such the vengeance which he shall execute at 
the last day in flaming^re. 

Well then may the people of God cry out trium- 
phantly and say, behold the goodness of God in giv^ 
ing us a child, even his own Son, to reign over us, and 
to take the whole weight and burden o^ government 
upon his own shoulder. And well may he be spoken 
of in the same exalted and glorious terms as God the 
Father himself; for in him is brought to pass that 
wonderful mystery, of God manifest in the flesh; he 
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nlone is the counsellor of God^ to whom all hiis de- 
crees are known ; he himself is the mighty God; the 
everlasting Father^yrhichwasy and which is to come, 
the Almighty; he is most eminently the Prince of 
Peace f who came to bring peace on earth, and good 
will towards men. His spiritual government, which 
is established with judgment and tvithjtsstice, shall 
continually increotse by the addition of new converts 
to Christianity, and shall have no end ; according to 
the promises made to David, that he should sit upon 
his throne for ever. All this shall be accomplished 
by the mighty power of God, from his mercy and 
loving-kindness to man. 

The grand lesson to be learnt from this passage of 
Scrlpture,is, gratitude to God for his wonderful good- 
ness in sending his Son into the world ; and a hearty 
endeavour, on our part, to answer the true end of his 
coming, by mortifying our vices, and becoming 
Christians m deed as well as in name. 



CHRISTMAS DAY. 

Isaiah vil ver. 10 to 17. 

In order to understand the lesson which has been 
read to you this evening, it must be remembered, 
that the prophets often treat of two different sub- 
jects at the same time ; one of which is to be fulfilled 
within a short period, the other at a great distance 
of time. Neither is it uncommon for them to pass 
from'one subject to the other, wthout giving any 
notice oP it. An instance of t\j\g may be found at tlie 
t4th verse of this chapter, \yV.gte Isaiah hreaks off 
from* the immediate subjo^* " c Yus Aiscourse' with 

o ^ 
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Ahaz, in order to foretel the miraculous bitth of otir 
Saviour, and then returns to his former subject^ re^ 
specting the destruction of the kings of Syria and 
Israel. 

In the beginning of the chapter we are told^ that 
Reziuyking of Syria, and Pekahy kins of Israel ^ 
had entered into an alliance to destroy the kingdom 
qf Judah ; Ahaz^ the king of Judah^ being greatly 
alarmed at it^ Isaiah was sent to quiet his fears^ana 
to assure him that np such thing snould come to pass. 
At the tenth yerse, where the lesson besins^ we find 
the prophet again addressing Ahaz, and offering to 
give him a,sign, that is, to work a miracle in confirma-^ 
tion of the truth of what he said : he likewise gave 
him his choice^ whether this sign should be wrought 
in the depth of the earthy or in the height of heaven« 
Ahaz^ not having a proper confidence in the good- 
jiess of God, refused to accept the offer of a sign : 
whereupon the prophet, seemmg to address himself 
to the whole royal family of David, reprimands them 
for not only treating tne prophets with contempt, 
but for slighting the kindness of God himself, as if 
he were unwilling to deliver them from the danger 
with which they were threatened. Nevertheless he 
hints to them, that God has still greater blessings in 
store, and he immediately points out to them one in 
particular, in which not only they themselves, but 
the whole world will have cause to rejoice. He tells 
them, that, in future times, God himself will conde- 
scend to give a most striking sign of his favour to 
mankind; a wonderful thing shall come to pass, a 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call 
his name, that is, his name shall be, Immanuel, 
which signifies, God with us. You well know, that 
/esuSf or Saviour , was the real name of this extra-* 
ordinary child, who is here called Jmmanuel: but 
.the difl^rence between the two names is not great; 
for if he had not been Ggd with us, God as well as 
^an, he could not have saved us from our sins* 
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The prophet goes on to declare, that although 
the birtn of this child was so truly miraculous, he 
should be brought up, during his childhood, with 
the common food of the country, that is, butter^ or 
milk, and honey ^ till he was come to years of discre- 
tion, and was capable of distinguishing good from 
eviL 

Isaiah having uttered this extraordinary prophecy 
concerning the birth of Jesus, returns to his former 
subject, respecting the destruction of the kings of 
Syria and Israel. To understand the 16th verse 
plearly, we must look back to the third verse in this 
phapter, where Isaiah was ordered to take his young 
son with him when he went to meet Ahaz. We must 
therefore suppose, that he is holding this child by^ 
the hand, and, as a security to Ahaz that he should 
be freed from his enemies, he assures him, that be- 
fore that young child shall be of an age to distinguish 
good from evil, the kingdom of Judah should be de- 
livered from the calamity they so much dreaded, and 
the two kings of Syria and Israel should be entirely 
cut off and destroyed, Now we read in the second 
book of Kings, that this event came to pass exactly 
according to this prophecy; for, within three years, 
both these kings were cut off, and their subjects car- 
ried into captivity. 

From this short passage of Scripture we may learn 
not only to be thankful for the miraculous birth of 
our Saviour, but also highly to reverence those holy 
writings, where such events are foretold as no hu^^ 
paan knowledge could possibly foresee; and which, 
through the providence of God t*^® \>^^^ fulfilled 
with the utmost exactness. ^ 
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THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS* 

Isaiah xxxvn. 

We read in the former chapter, that Sennacherib, 
king of Assyria, having taken several of the cities of 
Judah, sent Rabshakeh, the commander of his army, 
to besiege Jerusalem itself. Hereupon Hezekiah, 
king of Judah, sent three of his principal servants to 
confer with Rabshakeh, who treated Hezekiah and 
them with great contempt, and threatened the imme- 
diate conquest of him and his kingdom. The pre- 
sent chapter begins with informing us of HezekiaKs 
distress upon this report, which caused him to hum- 
ble himself before God, and to send messengers to 
Isaia/ii to beg his prayers. Accordingly the mes- 
sengers described their distress in strong language, 
comparing it to that of a woman in labour, who is so 
much weakened as not to be capable of giving birth 
to her child, Isaiah's answer was full of comfort 
and confidence, assuring them that they had nothing 
to fear, and foretelling in plain words what should 
be the fate of Sennacherib, whose army should be 
destroyed by a pestilential blast, and he himself be 
cut off by the sword in his own country. 

After this, Rabshakeh, leaving his army before 
Jerusalem, went back to his master, whom he found 
fighting against tiie city of Libnah. In the mean 
time, Sennacherib, being informed that the king of 
Ethiopia yv^^ coming to attack him, sent another 
message or letter to Hezekiah, containing the same 
reproachful and blasphemous language as the former. 
He spoke with the greatest contempt of the confidence 
which Hezekiah placed in God, as if he were unable 
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to deliver Jerusalem out of his hand: and^ making 
no distinction between the true God and the Gods 
of the nations^ he desires Hezekiah to consider se« 
riously how many powerful nations had been destroy'^ 
ed by the kings of Assyria^ Upon the receipt of 
this lettefr^ Hezekiah addresses God in earnest prayer, 
<LcknowIedging that he was the only God^. and be-» 
seechinghimtotakenoticeofthesereproocA/t^/i^ore/^ 
of Sennacherib. He confesses the power of the 
Kings' of Assyria^ who had not only laid waste other 
nations and countries ^ but had also destroyed their 
gods; nor was this any matter of wonder, when it 
was considered, that these wretched gods were merely 
the work of men's hands, and made of wood and 
stone. He therefore entreats the Lord to shew his 
power in the salvation of his people, that all the 
world may know that he is God alone. 

In answer to Hezekiah's prayer, Isaiah was com- 
manded to assure the king that his request was 
granted, and that therefore the city of Jerusalem 
might laugh to scorn and despise all these vain 
threatenings against her. It is me, saith th^ holy 
one oflsraely whom thou, O Sennacherib, hast bias- 
phemed: it was against me that thou didst boast, 
saying. Surely, I am able to overcome the greatest 
difficulties; my numerous armies will easily climb 
up the steepest mountains, such as Lebanon itself, 
destroying all its boasted woods and the rich pastures 
of fruitful CarmeL 1 have done greater things than 
these, for, in marching through the driest deserts, I 
have digged till I found water ; yea, I have even 
turned the course of rivers near the jplaces I had 
besieged, and have marched my anx^i^^^^^^g^ their 
dry channels. 

- In answer to these vain bc^gtiingf^ ^^ Lord re- 
minds this proud king, that Wiat^^^^ ^® ^^^ ^^^® 
Was the effect of the divine ^'^ -ee*; <laal\t was to 
fulfil the wise purposes of V^eC^%/)v\Aexvce» t\iat W 
had been permitted to perf^\ft VJg^ffi W^^^ ^^^* 
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to destroy so many cities with ihminhabitantSf wHosd 
destruction was as complete as that oi grass or corn 
is^ when it is dried up and withered. But thou may-* 
est be assured, saith the Lord, that I am fully ac-> 
quainted with all thy motions and thy malicious de^ 
signd against my city and sanctuary : I am there- 
fore determined to put an immediate stop to them^ 
and to send thee back into thy own country ; which I 
6an do with as much ease as a fisherman checks the 
fish which he \ibm hooked^ or as a horseman curbs an 
tmruly steed with a bridle* In addition to this as- 
surance of being delivered from theenemy, Isaiah is 
directed to inform Hezekiah^ that^ as a further sign 
of God's favour and protection, the king need not be 
under any apprehensions of famine, notwithstanding 
the mischief which had been done by the Assyrian 
army. Though the crop of this year appeared to 
be trodden down and lost. Providence would supply 
them with such as grew of itself; and also in tne 
second year^ which was the sabbatical or seventh 
year, when the law did not allow them either to sow 
or reap. But in the third year they might cultivate 
their land and enjoy the fruits of it m peace and se-. 
curity. They also, who have escaped from this alarm- 
ing attack, shall; keep firm possession of their coun-> 
try; like a fair crop of corn, they shall take deep 
root in the land, and increase abundantly. The kind- 
ness of the Lord to his chosen }3eople shall preserve 
a perpetual remnant of them, till the establishment 
of his spiritual kingdom under Jesus Christ, that 
living branch of the Aot/56 ofJudah. Whereforeall 
further attempts of the kin^ of Assyria against the 
city of Jerusalem shall be m vain ; he shall return 
home without being able to take it, since the Lord 
himself has determined to preserve it for his own glo- 
ry, and for the sake of his faithful servant Davui. . 
This prophecy was no sooner uttered than it wa9 
fulfilled ; the greater part of the Assyrian army, 
amounting to one hundred andetghty-five thousand 
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men, oeing cut off by a sudden pestilential disease. 
Upon this^ Sennacherib made baste to return into 
his own country, where two of his sons conspired 
against him, and slew him, while he was in the 
house of one of his false gods. 

The first instruction which this chapter convey* 
to us is, to place our whole confidence in God, when- 
ever we are visitied with afiliction. And secondly, we 
are hereby taught, that the evils which God permits 
wicked men and princes to inflict upon his servants^ 
are intended for wise and good purposes; and if we 
wait with becoming patience, we need not despair of 
finding the helping hand of God to relieve us in our 
distresses. 



THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER 
CHRISTMAS. 

lEbtnmg §berb(ce* 

Isaiah xxxviii. 

This chapter begins with giving an account of the 
sickness of king Hezekiah^ and of the command 
which Isaiah gave him from the Lord^ to settle all 
his worldly affairs, since his death was to be ex- 
pected. This message caused Hezekiah to humble 
himself immediately in prayer, turning his fojce tO" 
ward the wall of the sanctuary in the temple. As he 
had been very zealous in restoring the worship of 
God, he ventured to appeal to him for his integrity 
and piety, and to beg him to lengthen his life. Upon 
this, Isaiah was directed to inform him, that in con- 
sideration of his grief, and for the sake of his faithful 
servant Damd, God had heard b^^ pi^^yer, and would 
prolong his life fi/ieen yecifn T^^s event seems to 
have taken place before tl^r^ * ^e^^ Jerusalem, since 
' God here promises to deli ^^^fft^tJa t\ie attack of the 
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king of Assyria* As a confirmation of God's pro-^ 
mise to restore him to healthy the prophet assures 
him that an astonishing miracle should take place ; 
that the shadow upon a sun-dial, which naturally 
went forwards as the day went on^ should on a sud« 
den return backwards ten degrees; and this actu- 
allycame io pass according to the prophecy. 

The remainder of the chapter contains Hezekiah's 
hymn of thanksgiving to God for his miraculous re^ 
covery from sickness. He begins with expressing 
his apprehensions of death, and makes use of various 
allusions to shew how transient his life was. The 
speedy end of it might well be compared to the hasty 
removal of a tenty or to a thread quickly cut in two 
by a weaver, since every day and night he expected 
to be cut off. His pains f)ut him in as great an 
agony as if he were torn in pieces by a furious beast, 
so that his cries resembled the piercing noise of a crane, 
or the sad moaning of a dove. In the midst of this 
distress he looked up to God for assistance, acknow- 
ledging his chastening hand, and declaring that he 
should never forget this bitter visitation. He con- 
fesses that his own life, as well as the lives of all 
mankind, were preserved by the goodness of God^ 
who had turned his bitter pains into peace and joy, 
and had removed the punishment of his sins. He 
declares in the words of the Psalmist, that, as the 
dead can no longer be instruments of promoting 
God's glory, it is the duty of the living to praise 
him, which he himself snail never fail to do, and 
which, in future agds, fathers shall declare to their 
children, as an instance of God's faithfulness and 
truth. Thus was the goodness of God, in saving 
Hezekiah from his sickness, made the subject of 
hymns of praise and thanksgiving in the public wor- 
ship of God in his temple. 

In the conclusion of this chapter, we are told that 
Isaiah had directed an outward application of figs to 
be made, as a means of relieving Hezekiah's pain^ 
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i?ben be inquired of the prophet what should be the 
Hgn or tokeu of 'bi$ recovering, so as to be able to 
return public thanks to God* This plmster might 
possibly have some natural virtue m it^ but the 
«peediness of the cure must be ascribed to the 
supernatural power of God. 

. What an encouragement have we here for making 
our prayer to God in the time of sickness! patiently 
waitmg for such relief as God may see fit to afibrd 
us. If he be pleased to prosper the means that are 
used for our recovery, let us never forget to celebrate 
bis praises both in public and private. And let us 
carefully remember, that Hezekiah's hopes of the 
divine assistance were founded upon his integrity and 
9eal for Gt>d's service: so let it be our care to walk 
kef are him in truthy and with a perfect heart, and 
to do that which is good in his sight. 



THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER 
CHRISTMAS. 

ittoming Sberbice. 

Isaiah xli. 

The prophecy contained in this chapter appears to 
have Deen written during the Captivity of the Jews, 
to inspire them with the hopes of returning to their 
own country. In order to guard them from being 
seducied by the idolatrous people of Babylon, Isaiah 
draws a comparison between the weak as well as 
wicked pretensions of idols, ar^d ^^^^ wonderful power 
and knowledge of God, esp^ -g^^W in foretelling the 
poming of Cyrus, who waa v ^VktVoS a\>ont the resto- 
iration of the Jews. ^ v^ 

: The prophet thus addr^ AvetJ^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ 
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God. Let the heathen nations^ daith the Lord^ at« 
tend in solemn silence^ as if their cause were pleading 
in a court of justice ; let them unite all their strength 
together^ and come near and argue the case with 
me. Who is it that shall call Cyrus, that righteous 
man^ from the ea^^ country, to follow the path which 
I shall point out to him, in conquering the nations, 
and driving them before him, \me dust or chafF be- 
fore the wind ? He shall pursue them without in-^ 
terruption through strange countries, where he had 
not gone before. Is it not /, the eternal God, who 
have disposed and ordered every thingyVom the be-- 
ginning y calling one generation after another to f ul fil 
my purposes? The distant countries were alarmed- 
at the approach of this great conqueror^ and entered 
into an alliance to help and encourage one another: 
just as men of different trades unite together to form 
a piece of curious workmanship^ such for instance* 
as a graven image. Bv^t thou, O Israel, art my 
chosen servant, whom I have already rescued from 
powerful oppressors, and therefore thou needest not 
to fear and be dismayed, fori will support thee by 
my power, and bring thee out of Assyria, as I 
brought thy forefathers out of Egypt. Ihey, who 
have Deen thy enemies^ shall be so entirely subdued, 
that if thou wert to seek them, thou wouldst not be 
able iofind them. Wherefore, O Jacob, though now 
thou art trampled under foot like a vile worm, thou 
hast no cause to fear, since I will deliver thee, and 
be thy redeemer. 

To understand the 15th and 16th verses it must 
be observed, that in Judea they made use of an in^ 
strument with iron teeth to thresh out their corn, 
and for that purpose they chose a high spot, ex- 
posed to the wind, that the chaff might be the easier 
blown out. God having therefore promised them 
the victory over their enemies, goes on to assure; 
them; surely, O Israel, I will make thee subdue and 
crush the mountains and hills, that is^ the greater 
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and lesser kingdoms that oppose thee^ with as much 
ease as corn is threshed out by a new sharp instru* 
mentf and as chaff \% scattered by a violent wind. 
When my people, in returning from their captivity, 
shall be distressed with heat or thirst , I will refresh- 
them with plentiful streams erf water, even in the 
driest and most desert places. And I will shelter 
them from the scorching heat of the sun by a variety 
of shady trees, which I will cause to grow there. 
Surely all these mighty works may convince every 
one that none but a divine power can do such 
miracles. 

Let then these idols, who are vainly compared to 
me, saith the Lord, bring some proofs of their 
power; let them shew the instances in which they, 
have foretold things to come, or let them now foretel 
them: let them shew they are gods by the good or 
by the evil works they are capable ot performing, 
that so our fear or our wonder may be excited. But, 
all their pretences are vain, and of no value, and 
whoever trusts in them is guilty of an abomination. 
But, on the other hand, saith the Lord, as a proof 
of my knowledge of future events^ I here declare, 
two hundred years before the event come to pass, 
that I will raise wp. Cyrus, who shall come with his 
army from the north east; he shall honour my holy 
name, and shall subdue and trample on the princes 
who oppose him, even as mortar or clay is trodden 
under foot. Which of the idols can declare such 
things, so long before they have their beginning f 
If they were able to do it, they might indeed be calkd 
righteous and true: but they are utterly incapable 
of it, and cannot so much as hear your words. I, 
who alone am the disposer of all things, shall be the 
first to proclaim unto Jerusalem ihegood tidings of 
a restoration from captivity. But if one were to 
make any inquiry among th^ priests or prophets of 
the idols, there would not \^e ^^® amongst them 
who could answer a wq^^ ^ ^ot truly, the idols; 



36 : A Course of Lectures on the 

their makers^ and their worshippers, are all mere 
vanity. 

• 

Let us learn, from this passage of Scripture, to 
adore the goodness of God, who so disposed events 
as to favour the return of his people from captivity: 
and let us not doubt, that he will still assist and 
accept his people, thatis, all sincere Christians, who 
by repentance return from the captivity of sin. 
How striking is the comparison, we here meet with, 
between the power of God, and the vanity of idols! 
Let it excite us to give God the first place in our 
hearts, and never suffer them to be led away by our 
lusts, our passions, or our follies, to which so 
many daily make sacrifice. 



THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER 
CHRISTMAS. 

Isaiah xliii. 

This chapter very much resembles the forty-first. 
It begins with promises of blessings to God's people, 
foretels the destruction of Babylon, and the deliver- 
ance of the Jews, and concludes with reproving their 
ingratitude and neglect of God's service. 

The prophet begins with exhorting the people to 
lay aside their fears, and to place their confidence 
in God, who had not only created them, but also 
redeemed them from bondage, and called them to be 
his peculiar people. Moreover, he promises them, 
that whatever difficulties or dangers they meet with, 
he will be at hand to deliver them; as he had al- 
ready rescued them from the king of Assyria, by 
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'stirring up the Egyjptians, and Tirhakah^ king of 
Ethiopia, against him ; thus giving others to de- 
struction in order to save them. iNeither will God 
stop here ; for as the Jews^ in their several captivities, 
were widely dispersed over the earth, he here pro- 
mises to restore them to their own country, even all 
^uch as are coiled by his name, and are true wor- 
shippers of the God of Israel. This too may well 
relate to the future bringing both Jews and Gentiles 
to the church of Christ, to the honour axid glory q£ 
God. 
At the eighth verse the prophet resumes the com- 

Jarison between God and the heathen idols, those 
lind people, who had eves and saw not, had ears 
and heard not He challenges them and their wor* 
shippers to produce any witnesses that may Justify 
their claim to being prophets ; and if they cannot 
do it, let them hear the divine predictions, and con* 
fess the truth. On the other hand, as a proof of the 
divine power, he appeals to the people of God and 
his prophets, especially to his chosen servant, whom 
he should hereafter send to instruct mankind : he ap- 
peals to them as witnesses, whether there was any 
strange God, who, like him, was able to save ; who 
existed before all time, and whose power was irre- 
sistible. 

Having shewn how greatly superior the Lord was 
to all the heathen idols, thepropnet foretels the con- 
quest of £ai^/o72, the fall of her nobles and people, 
and of her merchants, who boasted of her commerce 
by sea. This shall be tlie mishty work of the Crea^ 
ior of Israel, who formerly led his people through a 
path in the red sea, when the whole nost of Pharaoh, 
nis chariots and his power ^ were utterly destroyed, 
and were extinguished, like flaming tow in the deep 
waters. Great as this mits^cl^ ^^^> ^^ ^OidSS. scarce 
deserve to be remembered. Jw ^o^^P^^'^®^^ ^? ^^ ^^^ 
^Aing which God shall rfo ^ ^o^ducting his Dcople 
back to their own countrv* ^^ .t A * ^^ and barren 
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wilderness; and supplying them with such plenty of 
water, that even tne wild beasts, who inhabit the 
desert, and partake of the blessing, shall join, as 
it were, with God's people in thankful acknowledge 
ments of his power and goodness* 

Towards the conclusion of the chapter, Isaiah re-» 
minds the Israelites, that their captivity was owing 
to their neglect of God's service, in not oflering the 
sacrifices that were required, though the service was 
neither wearisome nor expensive. They had neg* 
lected to procure from Arabia the sweet perfumes 
that were used in burning incense, and hdiawearied 
God with their iniquities. Nevertheless, God is 
pleased to declare, that he had forgiven their sins, 
not for their merits, but for his mercy's sake ; and he 
calls upon them to shew whether they could plead 
any good deeds to justify their behaviour. On the 
contrary it was too plam, that all their ancestors^ 
even from Adam, their very teachers not excepted, 
had been sinners, and they themselves had trodden 
in their steps. Such a conduct required punishment ; 
and therefore it was, that God permitted the Baby- 
lonians io profane his priests and sanctuary, and to 
expose the Israelites to public reproach^ 

The reflections upon this chapter are much the 
same as those upon the former one. We have here 
the strongest jjroofs of the love of God to his people, 
especially in his promise of forgiving their sins. Let 
it DC our care to entitle ourselves to this promise by 
hearty repentance, and let us be sure never to forfeit 
so great a blessing, by neglecting to perform the ser<* 
vice of God in the way which he himself has com* 
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THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE 

EPIPHANY. 

Isaiah xliv, 

TaE'Subject of this chapter is, a repetition of God's 
promises to his people, a striking description of the 
folly of idolatry, and an exhortation to the Jews to 
trust in the mighty power of God, who, among other 
instances of his mercy, proclaims their deliverance by 
Cyrus. 

Isaiah begins with calling upon the Israelites to 
place their confidence in that merciful God, who is 
the author of every blessing, and who promises to 
pour upon them, in future times, the effusions of his 
noly Spirit, even as he blesses their thirsty land with 
plentiful streams! oi water ^ and as he causes their off^ 
spring to increase and flourish, like trees on the 
banks of rivers. So great shall be the happiness of 
God's chosen people, both under the old and under 
the new covenant, that their numbers shall conti- 
nually increase, and multitudes shall be eager to en- 
rol their names among them. Such are the blessings 
promised to them by their great Lord and Mng, who 
alone is able to foretel the most distant events, which 
they well know none of the false gods were at all ca- 
pable of doing. 

The prophet now proceeds to shew the extreme 
folly of the makers and worshippers oi images , who, 
notwithstanding they are convinced that they can be 
of no use ot profit to them, appear neither to know, 
nor to be ashamed of, their own folly. But surely 
they, who are actually concerned in making an image^ 
must be both ashamed and afraid, when they consider 
their extreme folly and wickedness. What an ab- 
surdity is it^ that tney^ who themselves are only mere 
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men, and were formed by God himself^ should pre* 
tend to form a god^ which, after all tbeu* pain^^ must 
ever continue an unprofitable lump. But however 
unprofitable it be, it requires no small expense and 
trouble to complete it : various workmen are neces- 
sary to bring this log of wood to a perfect resem- 
blance of a human figure: and they, who are thus 
employed in making what they call a god, shew by 
their fatigue and extreme want of refreshment, that 
they have all the infirmities of rruen. As a further 
proof of the folly of image-making, consider the pro- 
gress of it. Figure to yourselves the workman, pick-» 
mg out for himself one of the choicest trees of the 
forest^ and when it is cut down, he will take 9, part 
thereof to kindle 9. fire, both for warming himself; 
and for preparing his food. The remainder of itj^ 
which grew upon the same stock, and was nourished 
by the same root, is to have thedorious privilege of 
representing a^roG?, o^ems^worsnipped, and solemnly 
prayed to for help and deliverance. Is not such a 
man as void of seiise as a blind man ihni cannot see, 
or a foolish man that cannot understand? It must 
be the height of folly not to consider y that the same 
substance can never answer two such very opposite 

Eurposes ; that the same lifeless stock of a tree should 
e used for the common necessaries of life, and for 
the representative of the great God of the world. The 
mind of the idolater must be as much perverted, as 
the body of any one would be wasted who fed ovL 
ashes : he is deceived by long habits of sinning, and 
his senses are become so gross and stupid, diat he 
seems to have forgotten that he himselt was the in- 
strument of bis own deceit. 

Having so strongly condemned the too frequent; 
worship of idols, the prophet warns the Jews tobq 
upon their guard against them ; assuring them, that 
if they repented, and returned to GckI and theic 
iduty, they should bie redeemed from their sins, wbichi 
would no more appear against them than a cloud m- 
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pears after it has been driven away by the wind. So 
glorious a subject as the redemption of fallen man^ 
m which not only the Jews^ but all mankind^ would 
be included^ fills Isaiah with rapture, and makes him 
call upon the whole creation to unite in praising God 
for his mercies to his chosen people. And in order 
that this promise of mercy and forgiveness may sink 
the deeper into their minds, he tells them, that this 
great redeemer is the Lord himself, whose supreme 
power sofully appears in {he formation of the heavens 
and the earth, and of all things therein. It is be, 
who brings to nought the wicked arts and mad pre- 
tences of false prophets, and confounds the devices 
of them who are wise in their own conceits. But he 
confirms and establishes the predictions of his ser^ 
vants, the true prophets, whom he inspires, and 
authorizes to proclaim the rebuilding of the city of 
Jerusalem, which now lies in decay. It is he, who 
having heretofore dtied up the red sea, and the rivec 
Jordan, will put in the heart of Cyrus to drain the 
deep river Euphrates, by turning the waters into an* 
other channel, that so he may lead his army to the at- 
tack of Babylon. Jt is he, who by foreseeing the 
^ost distant events, already declares those which shall 
be accomplished by Cyrus, whom he hath appoint- 
ed toperformhis will, and to conduct the Jews into 
their own country, where he will assist them in re- 
building their city and temple. 

This chapter presents us with two important sub- 
jiects for our reflection and improvement First, 
from this striking picture of the extreme folly and 
wickedness of idolatry, we may learn to be thankful 
to God, that our lot is fallen on happier ground ; 
that through his infinite goQ^neas we are blessed 
with the pure light of Chri^i^ ^^tj, and that our sins 
are blotted out through t^iv^^^n** o? our ereat Re- 
deemer. We are not lilc^f * Ve S^^^^^ ^* *^^^ *^ 
abomination a» to fall drJ^ tP #he ^^^ ^f ^ ^^^* 
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but let us beware that we make not idols of our lust» 
and passions^ since they perhaps are equally capable 
of hardening our hearts^ and of turning us from the 
worship of tlie true God* Secondly, let us reflect 
upon tnis wonderful circumstance, that Cyrus is here, 
expressly mentioned by name, as the deliverer of the 
Jews> near two hundred years before the event came 
to pass. What an idea does this give us of the Su- 
preme Being, who looks into distant ages just as if 
they were present! And what a strong proof does 
it afford ot the truth of the Scriptures^ wnere these, 
things are so exactly recorded ? Let it be an encou- 
graement to us to study them more closely, and to 
practise them more conscientiously. 



THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE 

EPIPHANY. 

ISAUH XLVI. 

This chapter is in some measure a continuation of 
the former. The city of Babylon being supposed to 
be taken by Cyrus, Isaiah here represents their two 
noted gods, Bel and Nebo^ as thrown down by the 
conquerors, who, having placed them, with the rest 
of the spoil, upon camels and other beasts of burden, 
carry them on in triumph: and so, these famous* 
deities, instead of being able to save their blind 
worshippers, could not deliver themselves from cap^ 
tivity. How different from the true God, the God 
of Israel! who, with the tender affection of a father, 
watches over his people from their earliest infancv^ 
jand supports them under every difficulty. Surely 
then there is not one of the gods of the nations, to 
whom he can be in any way likened or compared*. 
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To be still further convinced of this, consider only 
what these wretched gods are : they are formed by 
the hand of man out of some earthly material, such 
as wood or stone, silver or gold; and then they who 
make them are to fall down and worship them. But 
so far from hearing or helping their worshippers^ 
they are incapable of moving from the very spot 
where they are fixed^ and are as void of sense as 
the lump from which they were formed. 
• Justly then might the prophet warn the people of 
God to beware of such abominable idolatry, especi- 
ally as they themselves had been heretofore trans- 
gressors. They could not surely so far forget the 
great things which God had done for them in an-^ 
oient times, and that he was the only true God, wha 
could foresee the most distant events, and who had 
both judgment to decide and power to execute. \L 
is he who at the appointed time shall call out of 
the East that great conqueror Cyrus, who, like a 
ravenov^ bird of prey, shall destroy the city of 
Babylon : such are the divine counsels, which will 
undoubtedly come to pass. Let those, then, says 
the prophet, whose stuobom hearts have long made 
them strangers to righteousness , attend to the graw 
eious message of God ; for his merciful goodness 
will quickly he displayed in bringing salvation to 
Zion, and in manifesting his glory to his people 
Israel. 

In our reflections upon this chapter, little need be 
added to those upon the last. The truth of God'^ 
promises^ and the abundance of ^'i* mercies, strike 
tis in almost every page of ^cnP^^^^' ^^ ^^^)j; °; 
these influence our practx^, \et ^^^ *^^*^ iu God 
produce in us an entire o^' ADtvC©'^^^'^^ ^oodtvesa, 
and let the sense of his tJ^^ . a C^«>^?? ^^ ^^ 
and obey him. ^WO"^ 



S4 :A Course of Lectures on the 



THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE 

EPIPHANY. 

Isaiah li. 

This chapter is chiefly an exhortation to the Jews 
to place their confidence in God, who had heretofore 
given them such abundant proofs of his loving-kind-^ 
ness : and though he saw fit to visit them with se-« 
Tere nfflictionsj he still promises a happy deliver-* 
ance from them. 

Isaiah begins by exhorting the sincere wor- 
shippers of God to be comforted under their affliction 
in captivityj by the consideration of his former great 
mercies. He directs them to look back to the ori-* 
ginal stock from whence they sprung, and to thei 
peculiar mercies which Godhad shewn to their great 
forefather Abraham, whom he called into the land 
of Uanaan when he was yet a/o»e, without any child 
or family^ and afterwards blessedlamyfiih anumeroua 
posterity. And as God was able to make a great 
nation of one single man^ so will he also comfort hia 
people after their captivity ; and he will fill them with 
Joy and gladness, by restoring their desolate country 
to a state of plenty and delist. He promises also 
to give them a law to be a li^ht to thei people ; which 
has been more completely tulfiUed in that new dis« 
pensation whereby even the distant isles have had 
the righteousness and 5a/2;a^i07»of Godbrought n^ar 
to them. And this righteousness shall be eternsj^ 
like God himself: for when heaven and earth and all 
that are therein shall be dissolved and vanish away^ 
his salvation shall know no end, Hqw comfortabte 
a consideration is this to those who keep this law of 
righteousness in their Aear^ and practice; they need 
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not jfear the reproach of men, whose lives must 
quickly come to an end^ like a garment devoured 
by moths. 

At the ninth verse the Prophet beseeches God to 
exert his strength and power, as in the generations^ 
of old, when he destroyed the Egyptians, who are' 
here called Rahab; and when he subaued their king, 
who is described under the name of a dragon, or 
great fish. He refers also to that signal miracle, by. 
which the Israelites, being ransomed from Egyptian 
bondage, were safely conducted through the red sea, 
as if it had been dry land. Surely therefore the 
Lord will not forsake his people, but will redeem 
them from captivity, and cause their return to be 
accompanied with every mark of joy and gladness. . 

At the twelfth verse Isaiah introduces God, as 
making a comparison between his own almighty 
power and the weakness of man. When 7, saith 
the Lord, promise you help and comfort, why should 

!^ou be afraid of tne sons of men, who are as ahort- 
ived as the grass itself? Thou must surely have 
forgotten, that I am the Creator of all things, or else 
thou couldst not have been in such continual dread 
of an oppressor, who was so little to he feared. 

But thy deliverance is nigh at hand, thou shalt 
quickly be loosed from the prison where thou hast 
been a captive, neither sbalt thou any more want 
food. And my power to set thee free can by no 
means be questioned, since it was I who long ago di- 
vided the roaring waves of the red sea, for the deli- 
verance of my people. It is through thee that I have 
declared my will, and have kept thee under my im- 
mediate protection, that I may once more restore 
thy ancient government in Zion, and may thereby 
give the clearest proofs that thou art my peculiar 
people. 

. It may here be remarked, that in the writings of 
the Prophets the establishment or destruction of 
kingdoms and states is represented by the motion or 
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revolution of the heavenly bodies; \vhich explainsr 
what is here said^ oi Goa^^ planting the heavens, 
and laying the foundations of the earth. 

At the eighteenth verse the Prophet bewails the 
miseries of Jerusalem, which had been visited by^ 
God with sore affliction^ represented here under the 
notion of a cup of intoxicating liquor^ which had 
been drunk up to the very dregs, where the strong- 
est and most nauseous part of the potion was settled* 
What a lamentable condition must she be in^ when 
none of her children or inhabitants are capable of 
affording her any relief. She is attacked at once by^ 
the joint distress of famine and the sword, and no 
one is left to take pity upon her helpless state. The 
chastisements of God have been so severe^ that the 
courage of her stoutest youths is utterly subdued, 
and they are as unable to escape by their own 
strength as a wildbuil that is caught in the toils of 
the hunters. But although it has pleased God to 
make thee drink this bitter cup of eviction, do not 
despair of his mercy, for thy sufienngs will quickly 
have an end; and they who have been the cause of 
thy misery, shall themselves be afflicted with the 
like calamities; even they, who have sought to exalt 
themselves by thy humihation, and who have, as it 
were, bowed thy neck to the ground with the yoke 
of their severe oppression. 

The principal lesson to be learnt from this chap«^ 
ter, is, to arm ourselves against the terrors of meir 
by placing our confidence in God, and comforting 
ourselves with the recollection of his former mercies. 
With whatever severe afflictions he may see fit to 
visit us, let us be patient to the end! and if, after 
the exapiple of our gracious Redeemer, we beseech 
him to let this cup pass from us, let us, with the 
same humility, say also^ not my unll, but thine be 
done. 
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THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE 

EPIPHANY, 

Isaiah liii. 

This is one of the most remarkable chapters in the 
Old Testament, and is rather a history, than a pro« 
phecy, of our Saviour's sufferings: insomuch that a. 
notea unbeliever had no other way to escape convic- 
tion from it than to assert boldly, that it was written 
after the event, which is in fact to acknowledge the 
truth of the prophecy. 

The prophet begins with hinting at the backward* 
tiess which should appear in believing the doctrine of 
Christ, and those marks of the arm or power of the 
Lord, which should be revealed in him. For his 
outward appearance is mean and uncomely; and this 

?lant, or sucker, which issues from the stem of 
)avid, appears weak and tender, as if the root had 
tiot proper nourishment ; neither is there any outw^d 
beauty in him to attract our attention. Instead of 
being welcomed as a deliverer, he shall meet with 
scorn and contempt; his life shall be a scene of mi- 
sery and suffering; and they, who ought to have 
pity on him, will turn away their faces with aversion. 
Nevertheless, he hath borne the evils and punish- 
ments which were due to our sins, while many have 
considered himas forsaken and smitten by God. AU 
that he suffered was in consequence of our iniquities, 
and the punishments inflicted upon him have pro- 
cured our pardon and peace. For we have all erred 
from the truth, like sheen that are gone astray in the 
wilderness; we have followed our own sinful inclina- 
tions, and the Lord hath suflered the burden of all 
our sins to be Udd on him. In the pfiidst of all the 



48 ' A Course of Lectures on the 

cruelty he underwent, he uttered no expression of 
anger or malice; but tamely submitted to his perse« 
cutors, with the meekness and quietness of an inno* 
cent lamb. He was cut off by a forced sentence of 
condemnation; (and who is sufficiently able to de* 
dare the whole of his wonderful life ?) it was our 
transgressions which brought the stroke of death 
upon him. It was a wonderful circumstance, that 
though he suffered death with two wicked malefac- 
tors, he was buried in the gra^e of a rich man of 
Arimathea. And notwithstanding his perfect inno- 
cence both in word and deed, yet it pleased the Lord 
to afflict him with grievous pain and agony : and 
when at length he shall give up his life to redeem 
mankind from sin^ the providence of God shall sa 
order it, that he shall be raised up from the dead^ 
and shall see a numerous race of disciples, who shall 
spring up from him; and the purposes of the divina 
will and pleasure shall not fail to prosper under his 
guidance. It shall afford him the greatest satis fa^C" 
tion to observe, that his labours and sufferings have 
not been in vain; and the saving knowledge of him, 
as the great Redeemer from sin, shall co-operate with 
this my righteotis servant, saith the Lord, for the 
justificatio7i of many transgressors. Therefore^ in 
consequence of this voluntary offering of himself to 
death, he shall reap the fniits of his victoir by the 
entire conquest of his enemies : nevertheless, the^ 
manner of his death, being crucified between two 
thieves, shall cause him to be numbered with the 
transgressors I but it was not his own sin for which 
he suffered, but he bore the punishment of the sins 
of many y for whose pardon he continually intercedes 
with God the Father. 

And DOW, who can read and consider this extra- 
ordinary ch^ter, without \mn^ struck with astonish- 
ment at the wisdom and providence of God? We 
have here a prophecy^ delivered many hundred year§ 
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bdfore the events which are foretold in it actually 
took place: and we know from the history of the 
New Testament; that these events were fulfilled 
witli a most surprising exactness. Many of them 
too were apparently so contradictory to each other, 
as to be auite out of the reach of all human fore- 
sight. What lofty ideas must tliis give us of the 
divine wisdom, which could foretel such events, and 
of the divine goodness, which conducted them all to 
the great end of our peace and happiness ! It deserves 
to be remarked, that, in this short chapter, seven of 
the verses mention the important circumstance, that 
the sufierings of our Lord were laid upon him in 
consequence of our sins, and that he suffered in our 
stead. Surely all these considerations demand our 
utmost love and gratitude : our gratitude to that 
merciful God, who offers us pardon for the sake of 
Christ's sufierings ; and our love . to that blessed 
Saviour, who submitted to them all, in order to save 
lis from sin and death. Let it then be our earnest 
endeavour not to forfeit these great benefits by a 
continuance in sin, but let us resolve from henceforth 
to walk in the way of the Lord harmless and undefi- 
led, and faithfully to do our duty in that state of 
life, into which it has pleased Uod to call us. 



• THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE 

EPIPHANY. 

iWoming gbetbia. 

Isaiah lv. 

In this chapter the Lord invites men by his prophet 
to accept ot the free grace ofiered in the gospel, urg- 
ing them to repentance, and therein promising them 
pardon and acceptance. Under the emblems of dif- 
ferent kinds of liquor, wlrich refresh and comfort the 
TraveWs Lectures. o 
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body, he begins by exhorting them to use those means 
of instruction^ which the gospel freely offers to meo. 
of every condition who sincerely apply for it. They 
were apt enough to bestow much pains and labour in 
procuring that which does not satisfy , and were slack 
Mi seeking after the bread of life ; but he assures them 
that if they hearken ta the divine instruction^ their 
mind shall be nourished with true and profitable 
doctrine. If you will hearken to me, saith the Lord^ 
I will bestow on you the true life of the souly and I 
will fulfil the promise which I made unto David, of 
giving ]^ou9 his descendants, SLeovefmnt, which shall 
be infinitely more ^^)>g than the temporary dispen- 
sation of the law. For David is both a witness of my 
faithful promises, and the guide and instructor of my 
people: so, in like manner, shall the son ci David 
hereafter come into the world, that he may bear wit- 
ness to the truth. It is he, who, by the preaching of 
his gospel, shall coZ/ together the different T^a/eo^z^ of 
the earth, to unite in worshipping the holy one ofls* 
rael, by which he and his churcn shall be glorified. 
But in order to be partakers of this glorious promise, 
you must not delay to apply to the Lord while the 
day of salvation lasts. And to do this effectually, 
whoever has been guilty of any kind of wickedness, 
either in thought or deed, must make haste and re- 
turn unto the Lord; upon this condition you may 
be fully assured of obtaining his mercy and pardon^ 
The prophet having given so ample a proof of the 
goodness of God to mankind, proceeds to make a 
comparison between his merciful treatment of sin- 
ners, and the frequent behaviour of men to one 
another: the difference between the one and the 
other is as great as the distance between heaven and 
earth. He likewise assures them, that as the rain 
and snow are appointed, by the providence of God, 
to make the eartk fruitful for the service of mankind, 
so shall his word and promise accomplish his good 
pleasure^ and be effectual to the purposes for vmich 
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he intends them. For as ye Jews shall have a joyful 
return into your own land after the captivity, so ye 
shall hereafter be led forth with peace to partake of 
the blessings of the gospel; and tnis shall cause such 
universal joy, that even the mountddns and trees shall 
appear to be delighted with it. Then shall vice and 
wickedness give place to virtue and holiness, in the 
same manner as good and fruitful trees are happily 
planted in the room of briars and thorns: and this 
shall turn to the praise of God, and be an everlasting 
monument of his good will to mankind. 

Let us learn from this chapter to set a high value 
upon the blessings of the gospel, which are here so 
freely offered us ; and to follow the son of David, our 
great leader and commander^ whenever he may 
please to call us. But let us ever bear in mind this 
important truth, that if we expect his favour, we must 
forsake our wicked ways, and purify our hearts ; then 
will the Lord have mercy upon us, and our Ood 
will abundantly pardon us. 



THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE 

EPIPHANY. 

lEbentng ^erbfce. 

Isaiah lvi. 

This chapter is addressed partly to the Jews, and 
partly to those strangers, who had embraced the Jew* 
ish religion. It concludes with a severe reproof of 
the ne^igence of those, whose duty it was to watch 
over and instruct the people. Although this chapter, 
as well as many others, relates in the first place to 
the Jews in their captivity, it points also to the times 
of the gospel, which is generauly the case in the pro- 
phecies of Isaiah. 

d2 
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It begins with an exhortation to judgment and 
justice^ as a lit preparation for receiving the blessing 
of God in their deliverance from captivity, which is 
here expressed by the approach of salvation and 
righteousness. And happy shall that Israelite be, 
who respects these sacred laws, who strictly observes 
the Sabbath^ and abstains from every kind of evil. 
But the mercy of God is not confined merely to the 
Jews; they who have joined with them in worship- 
ing the true God, shall be considered as his people, 
Fruitfulness in having children was one of the prin- 
cipal blessings promised under the law! yet those 
who happen to be barren, shall be no less acceptable 
to God. If they observe his laws, and keep his co- 
:venant, he promises to admit them into his holy tem- 
ple, and to give them privileges, which shall make 
full amends for the want of a numerous posterity. 
He will also accept the offerings and mayers of the 
devout stranger y inasmuch as He is tne God of all 
people as wetl as of the Jews. And moreover, his 
promise oi gathering \joge^ex the children of Israel, 
who are now dispersed, may be considered as an ear- 
nest of that happy time, when both Jews and Gen« 
tiles shall be gathered together in Christ. 

At the ninth verse Isaiah begins a new subject, 
with respect to the causes which brought on the cap- 
tivity of the Jews. He makes therefore a kind 
of invitation to the beasts of the field, that is, the 
neighbouring savage nations, to come, and devour 
this wicked people. He draws a lamentable picture 
of their governors, both in church and state, whom 
he represents as ignorant and careless watchmen, 
who sleep over their duty ; or as useless dogs, who, 
instead of giving the alarm at the approach of an 
enemy, instead of admonishing the people of their 
danger, give themselves up to idleness and slumber. 
He reproves also ihe greediness 9X\dcoyetousness of 
these false guides, veho, far from watching over their 
flocks like good shepherds, are utterly void of un- 
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derstandingy and think of nothing but their own be- 
nefit and advantage. They indulge themselves in 
riot and drunkenness, and paying no regard to God 
and his providence^ they promise themselves a se- 
cure continuance of their licentious enjoyments. 

Tliis chapter holds out to us the comfortable en* 
oouragement, that all they who fear God^ and do 
their duty, will be accepted by him. And we of 
this distant land should learn from it, continually to 
praise God for admitting us into his covenant, we 
who were once widely separated from his people* 
What a lesson is here given to those who are appoint- 
ed rulers and guides to God's flock ! May they learn 
from it prudence and caution in watching over their 
charge, and activity in preserving them from error! 
May they never. give way to that spirit of avarice, 
which would lead them to neglect every thing but 
their own way and their oum ^ain ! And, above 
all, may they beware of indulgmg in those sensual 
pleasures, which are so contrary to their profession, 
and which may induce them to fix their afiections 
upon the things of this life! 



THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE 

EPIPHANY. 

iWiorntng Sberbice. 

Isaiah lvii. 

The former part of this chapter contains a severe 
reproof of that idolatry and wickedness, for which 
the Jews were sent into captivity. The latter part 
promises forgiveness upon their repentance. And 
it is a comfortable thought, that when the Prophets 
denounce God's judgments against his people, they 
generally conclude with assurances of the divine fa- 
vour upon their amendment. 
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The two first verses are commonly supposed to 
relate to some of their good kings^ who died before 
they experienced the miseries of the captivity. But 
the people seemed insensible to the loss of these 
righteous and merciful men ; or, if they did feel it, 
tbey little considered what calamities they escaped 
by their deaths. They, who have thus walked up^ 
rightly, shall enjoy a state of rest and peace, lor 
their death may be compared to sleep. How dif- 
ferent shall be the fate of those who have broken 
their covenant with God, and have defiled them- 
selves with idolatry! This sin of forsaking the true 
God, and following after false ones, is commonly 
expressed in Scripture by adultery, or fornication; 
and therefore the Prophet severely reproves such 
wicked idolaters, as well as those who practised the 
abominable sorceries of the heathen. Having justly 
blamed these sinful and deceitful men for that scorn 
and contempt with which they treated the servants 
of God, he mentions some of their principal idola-. 
tries. Their groves were defiled with this abomin- 
able worship, and even their sons and daughters 
were offered up in sacrifice to devils in the valley of 
Hinnom. They erected altars with those stones 
which the runnmg streams had worn smooth, and 
poured offerings upon them. Was it possible that 
this could be acceptable to the Most High ? They 
celebrated their idol feasts and sacrifices upon hish 
places consecrated for that purpose; nor were the 
most private retirements without some memorial of 
their impure worship. They are accused too of 
having broken the contract of love, into which they 
had entered with God, and of committing spiritual 
adultery with another than him. Instead of placing 
confidence in God, they sent messengers with rich 
presents to procure the iavour and assistance of 
neighbouring princes, and did thereby humble them- 
selves in the basest manner. However wearisome 
were the means which they tried, they by no means 
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despaired of success ; and having found some pre- 
sent relief, they grieved not at the consequences 
which might follow. But whose displeasure, saith 
the Lord, could they /ear, so as to be induced to 
forget me, and to deal with me so treacherously ? 
Ought not my patience and long suffering to have 
produced a fear and reverence of me? But I will 
make them know how unprofitable all their deeds 
have been : and when distress comes upon them, they 
shall see how little able their allies and comptmions 
in idolatry are to deliver them ; such assistance shall 
be as vain and useless as dust driven by the wind. 

At the middle of the thirteenth verse the prophet 
changes his style from reproof to consolation, and 
assures the people, that they who trust in God shall 
be restored to their own country, and to his worship 
upon mount Zion ; and care shall be taken that every 
impediment be taken out of the way that might hin- 
der their passage home. For the Holy One, who 
dwells in the eternal heavens, does not despise men 
of meek and humble minds, but delights to comfort 
them in their afflictions. He takes no pleasure in 
punishing mankind; for if he were to deal severely 
with them, they would soon be brought to nothing. 
When their greediness and avarice required to be 
checked, he chastised them by hiding his face, and 
removing his protection from them; and so he let 
them follow their own imaginations. But now they 
have mended their ways, he promises to relieve and 
comfort them in their distress. It is He, who gives 
them occasion to praise him with j^ful lips, and 
who proclaims peace, not only to the Jews, but also 
to distant nations. But the wicked can expect 
neither peace nor comfort, since their minds are in 
a continual state of agitation and uneasiness^ like 21 
turbulent and restless sea. 

We are tai^ht by this chapter to abhor those 
scandalous iddatries which the heathen pi^ons pritcr 
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tised^ and by which the Jews were seduced from their 
duty. Let it be a warning to us to hold fast to the 
one true God, and never to let our hearts be alienated 
from him, by any compliance with the corrupt prac- 
tice of the world. How reviving is the thought, that 
God is pleased to dwell with him that is of a contrite 
and humble spirit J Let it encourage us to repent 
deeply of our sins, and then will he reward our 
humility with that peace and comfort which the ob- 
stinately wicked man can never feel* 



THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE 

EPIPHANY. 

Isaiah lviii. 

This chapter describes the hypocrisy of those wh6 
pretend to keep a solemn fast, without any amend- 
ment of their lives; and declares the blessedness of 
such as obey the laws of God. 

The prophet is directed to exert himself to thie 
utmost m reproving the people for their iniquity in 
holy things, and for their hypocrisy in pretending to 
seek God, and desiring to have an exact knowledge 
of his laws and ordinances , as if they were blame- 
less in the observance of them. They presume to 
ask God boldly, of what use are all iheiv fastings 
and humiliations, if he appears to take no notice of 
them. The answer is plain and convincing, that they 
neglected the true end of fasting; they were eager 
to follow their ovrnpleasures, and to oppress the poor 
and needy; and they engaged in strifes and con- 
tentions, that they might the easier compass their 
wicked designs. But they shall not, the prophet tells 
ihem, fast m this manner; nor must they think to 
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have their prayers heard on account of their noise 
and vehemence. How could they expect that the 
inere outward signs of fastings the prostrating of 
the body, wearing coarse garmentSy and lying down 
in dust and ashes^ could of themselves be accept- 
Me to the Lord, if unaccompanied with sorrow and 
repentance? God will pay little regard to the out- 
ward ceremonies of religion, when no attention is 
paid to the duties of humanity and charity. They 
who wish to please Him, must shew the sincerity of 
their fasting and prayer by a gentle usage of their 
debtors, by relaxing the bonds of slavery, by de- 
sisting from their oppressions, by kindness to the 
poor and miserable, and by helpmg their own kin- 
dred and countrymen. If such be the effect of their 
fasting, their aflSictions shall be turned into joy, 
even as light breaks forth out of darkness; and 
God shall reward their righteousness with his fa- 
vour and protection If then they apply to the 
Lord for nelp, he will hearken to their request; 
but it must be upon the condition that they cease 
from their oppressions, that they neither mock nor 
deceive others, and that thev do their utmost to as- 
sist the needy. Such a behaviour will draw down 
the divine blessing, like rain upon a thirsty land, or 
a.retum of health to the sick and wasted body. Then 
they and their descendants shall repair their ruined 
cities, and restore the ways which have been so long 
unoccupied. When my people, saith the Lord, ob- 
serve my laws, and especially when they keep holy my 
Sabbath, which is the great memorial of my being 
the Creator of all things; when they do not employ 
the Sabbath in foUowmg their own ways and plea* 
sures, nor in talking their own idle discourse, but 
shall duly honour me in their observance of that 
holy day: then shall my service become delightful 
to them, I will exalt them above the nations round 
about* and they shall inherit the blessings which I 
promised to their great ancestor Jacobs 
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We may draw two principal reflections from the 
foregoing chapter; first, upon the duty of fasting; 
secondly, on the observance of the Sabbath. As to 
the first, when we are called upon to celebrate a 
public fast, let us not rest contented with the mere 
outward ceremony ; but in order to render our prayers 
and our fasting acceptable before God, let us 
cleanse our hearts from all iniquity, relieve such as 
are oppressed, and exercise mercy and charity to all 
within our ability. As to the observance of the 
Sabbath, let us learn from hence ever to account it a 
day holy and honourable unto the Lord: not satis- 
fying ourselves with abstaining only from bodily la- 
bour, but devoting it to the care of our souls, the 
improvement of our minds in real practical religion, 
and the instruction of all belonging to us. 



THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE 

EPIPHANY. 

iWioming Sberbtce. 

Isaiah lix. 

This chapter describes the wickedness of the Jews, 
which prevented their prayers from being heard ; 
they are nevertheless promised a deliverance from 
their enemies. 

It is not^ saith the prophet, that the Lord wants 
power or goodness to hearken to your prayers, but 
it is your own wicked deeds which shut his ears 
against you. You are defiled with murder, false- 
hood, injustice, and every kind of iniquity. Instead 
of endeavouring to crush and destroy wickedness 
befijre it be hatched and come to light, you encou- 
rage it, and increase the venom of it, however fatal 
it may prove to yourselves and others. Your fine 
spun arts of deceit shall never be able to entrap 
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^therSj nor to conceal your iniquity and moknce. 
Both your thoughts and actions are employed against 
the innocent^ you have turned aside into the crooks 
ed paths of unrighteousness^ ivhich can never lead 
to peace. 

At the ninth verse these unhappy wretches seem 
to plead guilty to the charge that is brought against 
them; we acbiowledge^ say they, that Justice and 
honesty are banished from us, and we look for hap- 
pier days, but all is darkness and gloom. We are 
as void of light and comfort as if we were blind, we 
are as much bani^ed out of sight as if we were clead. 
Whether we cry aloud or bemoan ourselves in. secret, 
our condition is equally wretched. We are sensi- 
ble, O Lord, how greatly we have transgressed 
against thee, and we know but too well how we have 
forsaken thee, and have followed the ways of oppres- 
sion and falsehood. No regard is paid to judg- 
ment or justice, and trtUh itself is trampled under, 
foot in such a manner, that they who respect it, and 
depart from evil, are become a prey to others. 

80 flagrant a violation of truth and equity was 
highly displeasing to God; and to speak of Him 
after the manner of men. He was surprised that there 
was scarce a righteous man who would intercede to 
prevent all this injustice and oppression. He deter- 
mined therefore to exert himself in behalf of the 
innocent, and to effect their salvation by his own 
righteous dealing. Like a valiant man preparing for 
the fight, he clothed himself with the armour of 
righteousness and salvaiion,dLadi with vengeanccYtWi 
he repay those who are enemies to him by their evil 
deeds, as well as those foreign nations who have per- 
secuted his servants. This shall exalt his glory from 
the east to the west, from one end of the earth to the 
other; and when the enemy shall be ready to destroy 
his people, his good providence will oppose their fury. 
Thus shall the children of Jacob, who are truly peni- 
tent for their sins, be redeemed from captivity and re-. 
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turn to Zion, according to the covenant which he is 
graciously pleased to make with them. And more- 
over^ saith the Lord, that portion of my Spirit, and 
of my word^ which 1 have communicated to my 
chosen people by the mouth of my prophets shall 
never be entirely taken away from them in succeeding 
generations ; but it shall be more fully poured forth, 
when that great Prophet shall come, wno will guide 
them into all truth, and whose Spirit shall continue 
with his church /or ever» 

From the whole of this chapter we may observe 
the extreme iniquity of man]^ among the Jews, and 
the great mercy of God in giving them time for re- 
pentance and amendment May it be a warning to 
other guilty nations, that they delay not their refor- 
mation beyond the acceptable time, lest the Lord 
should reward them according to their deeds, and to 
the islands should repay recompense I 



THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE 

EPIPHANY 

Isaiah lxiv. 

This is a prayer to Gk>d, representing the sad con- 
dition of tne Jews in their captivity, and praying for 
deliverance. 

Isaiah beseeches God, that, in order to make the 
enemies of his people fear and tremble, he would 
shew some signal token of his presence: just as in 
ancient times he caane down upon mount Sinai with 
thunders and lightnings, that the very mountain 
seemed to bum and melt as with^re. It was then, 
and also in aflertimes, that he gave terrible and un- 
expected instances of his power, 90 that all nature 
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appeared to feel the effect of his presence. Por no 
man can possibly conceive that there is any God 
besides thee, O Lord^ who can perform what thou 
doest for those who trust in thee. They who take 
pleasure in practising thy commandments, shall be 
sure to meet with thy favour: but now thou art an- 
gry for our sins; yet, although we have too long 
^ontintied in them, thy goodness will save us. Our 
best actions, indeed, are vile and unprofitable ; and 
as dL faded leaf is driven with the wind, so are we hur- 
ried away by our iniquities. We have shamefully 
neglected to make application to thee, and thou hast 
suffered us to b consumed by our evil deeds. But 
it was thou, O Lord, who created us, and moulded 
us into form, even as a potter doth his clai/. Do 
pot then in anger forget thine own people, nor thy 
dty and temple where thou hast been so long wor- 
shipped, and which are now laid waste like a deso* 
late wilderness. Surely, O I/ord, thou wilt not 
quietly permit us to suffer such severe evictions. 

Let us adore the Almighty power of God for the 
visible tokens of his presence, which of old he gave 
to his &voured people. We are not to expect such 
glorious manifestations; but we may hope for the 
inward token of his Holy Spirit, if we work rights 
eousness, and remember his ways. Let us however 
be careful to remember, that as our holiest deeds are 
mixed with impurity and imperfections, we have 
continual reason to pray for his mercy, and that he 
will not consume us because of our iniquities • 
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THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER THE 

EPIPHANY. 

Isaiah lz7« 

In this chapter we have a clear account of the calling 
of the Grentiles, and the rejection of the Jews, for 
their idolatry and other grievous sins. The Prophet 
however assures them that a remnant shall be saved, 
and that God will make a due distinction between 
the righteous and the wicked. He also describes 
the new state of happiness which they should enjoy 
after their conversion to Christianity. 

The chapter begins with declaring, that they who 
hitherto had not sought for God, that is, the Gen- 
tiles, shall make inquiry after him; and that he will 
manifest himself to a nation^ who had been ignorant 
of his laws. He gives as a reason for this, the re- 
bellious obstinacy of the Jews, who, notwithstanding 
he had continually applied to them, still persevered 
in following their own devices and scandalous idola* 
tries. They continued to sacrifice in groves," and to 
form altars aft:er the fashion of the heathefns, and in 
a manner forbidden by the law of God, which com*, 
manded that no hewn stone or tool should be used 
in building them. Besides which, they were fond of 
frequenting polluted and solitary places, where they 
might follow their wicked arts, and of transgressing 
the law by eating thefiesk ofsmne, and other abo- 
minable practices. These are the men who look 
upon others as unclean, and who, like their descend- 
ants the Pharisees^ pretend to a more than ordinary 
sanctity. They must surely be highly offensive to 
God, and must kindle his anger against them. Nei* 
ther will he any longer refrain from punishing those 
iniquities and idolatries, with which they and their 
forefathers have blasphemed his holy name. 
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But the mercy of God will reserve to himself a 
remnant; and^ as in a cluster of grapes for making 
wine^ though some may be sour and unfit for use^ yet 
the whole bunch is spared for the sake of the good 
ones that are in it : so will the goodness of God not 
destroy the whole nation^ for the sake of the few good 
persons that remain. And he will reserve some of 
the descendants of the true Israelites^ who shall 
again possess the inheritance of their ancestors^ and 
continue to be his chosen people. And the rich 
pastures of Sharon and Achor^ which have been long 
noted for their fruitfulness^ shall again be filled with 
their^ocA^ and herds. 

But the Lord will not fail to make a distinction 
between his &ithful servants^ and those vi)[io forsake 
his holy worship^ even those v9\\o prepare a feast for 
their iaols. Wnerefore for their erzT deeds, and for 
their refusing to hearken to his frequent warnings, 
he declares they shall be punished with death. 
When the faithful servants of God shall be blessed 
with every comfort and delight, these wicked men 
shall want the common necessaries of life, and be 
tormented with sorrow and vexation. Their very 
name shall be held in abhorrence by God's chosen 
people, and he shall destroy them, and sive his ser- 
vants a different name from what they had before. 
This may refer either to their being called Jews in- 
stead of Israelites, which was the case after the cap- 
tivity; or the name of Christians, by which the true 
servants of God were afterwards called. Thus shall 
idolatry be banished from among them, and whether 
a man pray or swear ^ it shall be in the name of the 
one true Uod; neither shall they be again visited 
with their former afflictions. 

The remainder of the chapter relates either to the 
restoration of the Jews after their captivity, or more 
probably to their final conversion, which is to pre- 
cede the state of the New Jerusalem, at the disso^ 
lution of this world. Then shall God produce so 
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wonderful a change as may well be called new 
heavenSy and a new earth; and so glorious a state 
shall this be, that it will be out of remembrance 
whatever went before it.^ The people of the Lord 
shall rejoice with exceeding joy, and every kind of 
sorrow shall be banished far away. From that time 
there shall be no untimely deaths, either oi infants^ 
or of old man; for the days of man shall be so much 
lengthened, that if any one die at an hundred years 
old J he shall be reckoned a child^ and that, if he 
had been wicked, he was cut off for his sins at an 
early age. Instead of the curse denounced by Moses 
against the disobedient, the people in this happy 
state of things shall build and planty and enjoy the 
fruit of their labour; they shall live to a good old 
age, like an ancient venerable tree; for they are the 
descendants of God's elect, and faithful servants of 
old. Then will the Lord bestow such great marks 
of his favour upon them, that he will prevent them 
with blessings even before they ask. And they shall 
be so entirely free from danger and alarm, ana shall 
enjoy such abundant peace and happiness, that it 
may well be represented by the'union of the wolf and 
the lamby or by savage and venomous beasts liavins 
laid aside their fierceness, and becoming tame and 
harmless. 

Let us, in the first place, in our reflections upon 
this chapter, be truly thankful to God for his good- 
ness in admitting the Gentiles into covenant with 
him, through the merits and death of Jesus Christ. 
This is a blessing, in which we have the happiness of 
sharing: may it be our care to shew our sense of its 
value by the purity of our hearts and lives! 

Whatever may be the condition of good and bad 
men in this life, God will be sure to make a due dis- 
tinction between them in the next: let us earnestly 
endeavour to avoid the fate of those who shall then 
cry and howl for vexation of spirit i but let us strive 
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-with unwearied efforts to obtain that happy state^ 
where there shall be continued rejoicing, ana where 
the voice of weeping shall be no more heard. 



THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER THE 

EPIPHANY. 

lEbenmg S&etbfce. 

Isaiah lxvi. 

In this chapter the prophet declares, how greatly 
Ood prefers spiritual worship to that which was 
enjoined by the law. He then describes the sudden 
increase of the Christian church, and the union of 
the Jews and Gentiles into one spiritual body, from 
the benefits of which the wicked should beexcluded« 
The Jews bein^ apt to lay so great a stress upon 
the temple-worship, God declares that his presence 
is not confined to one particular spot, but that he fills 
all heaven and earth, which, with every thing in them^ 
are the work of his hands. It is not therefore in 
temples made with hands that he dwelleth, but his 
delight is in the meek and pious man, who is fearful 
ofo&nding him; such a one is a living temple of 
God. Without this devout temper of mind, the of- 
fering a bull in sacrifice was no more acceptable to 
God, than if a man offered his son to Moloch ; the 
ofiering up of a lamb was no better than the killing a 
dog^ whicii was declared to be an abomination to the 
Lord; the bringing an oblation, even as the law en- 
joined, was as detestable as the blood ofsivine/ and 
tiie burning of sweet incense upon God's altar would 
be ranked with idolatry itselll As therefore they 
have followed their own devices, and have refused to 
hearken to the divine warnings, God will assuredly 
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punish them by their own deceits^ and will bring 
upon them the evils they so much dreaded. 

The fifth verse appears to be addressed to those 
pious Jews^ who should embrace Christianity at the 

E reaching of Christ and his Apostles^ and thereby 
ring upon themselves the hatred of their brethren^ 
who would cast them out of their synagogues^ and 
make a mock of their confidence in God's appearing 
for their deliverance. But the event shall prove^ 
that his appearing will be for the deliverance of his 
servants^ and for the shame and confusion of his 
enemies. Accordingly, the Prophet, fully convinced 
of the certainty of the destruction of Jerusalem, 
which was to ta&e place soon after the publication of 
the gospel, speaks as if he already heard that noisb 
in the city and ^emjo/e, which actually gave warning 
of its approaching ruin. 

At the seventh verse there is a description of the 
sudden increase of Christianity after the destruction 
of Jerusalem^ which is represented by the quick 
birth of a child without any pain to the mother. 
Surely this is a surprising thing; just as if the earth 
should produce blossoms and ripe fruit in the same 
day^ or that a whole nation should be born at once / 
JTor Zion has produced a multitude of children at the 
same instant This must undoubtedly be the work 
of God, whose plans and execution nothing can de- 
feat Isaiah, continuing to compare the church to a 
child-bearing woman, calls upon those, who. love 
Jerusalem, and who have lamented her afflictions, 
now to refoice with her; for she will nourish her 
children with spiritual food, and they shall share in 
her glory. And God shall add to her the riches 
and abundance of the Gentiles^ who shall feed and 
comfort her with all the tenderness of a fond mo/^r. 
So glorious a circumstance shall be to the Jews a 
kind of resurrection ^to & new life, as if dry bones 
could be made to revive; and the power of the Lord 
shall clearly be known by the protection of his ser-t 
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rants, and the punishment of fais enemies. It sliall 
prove like a devouring fire to these^ great numbers 
of whom shall be slain, even such as practise the 
abominations of the heathens, sacrificing in groves, 
and under consecrated trees, and indulging their 
appetites with forbidden meats. 

The remainder of the chapter from the eighteenth 
verse is not easy to be understood : it seems to re- 
late to those among the Jews who were dispersed in 
different countries, whom the Lord should call to- 
gether by a signal, and should send many of them to 
declare his glorious gospel to various distant nations^ 
who were hitherto entirelv ignorant of these glad 
tidings. And the remainder of their brethren Siall 
be brought together, by every mode of conveyance, 
out of the most distant countries, that they may be 
admitted into the church of God, as the holy and 
clean offering. And like the Priests and Levites 
under the dispensation of the law, tiiey shall be de- 
voted to the service of the Lord. And this new and 
! glorious dispensation, which shall be so different 
rom the former one, that it may well be called the 
new heavens, and the new earth, shall remain un- 
altered in the sight of God. In this new and glorious 
state of things, the servants of God shall be employ- 
ed without intermission in serving and praising him. 
And they shall witness the punidiments whkh God 
will inflict upon the rebellious and obstinate unbe*^ 
lievers, whose torments shall have no end, and they 
shall be held in abhorrence by all mankind* 

We may learn from the foregoing chapter, how 
mueh God prefers the heart that is broken by re- 
pentance «na humility to the outward ceremonies of 
religion, even those which have been appointed by 
God himself: let us sincerely endeavour to practise 
the one, and not to leave the other undone. The 
rapid increase of Christianity soon after it was preach- 
ed| must ever be a subject of astonishment as well 
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as of joy ; and plainly shews, that the finger of God 
protected its infant state. While we are ttiankful for 
so great a blessing, let us not forget that all are not 
Israsl who are of Israel; that if we would avoid the 
dreadful punishment of those whose worm never dieth^ 
and whose fire is never quenched, we must present 
ourselves a clean offering to the Lord, purified both 
in flesh and spirit. 



SEPTUAGESIMA SUNDAY. 

i^omtng Serbia. 

Genesis i. 

We have here a short and plain account of the first 
formation of the whole visible world. It was written 
by Moses for the information of the children of 
Israel, and has by them been handed down to us, io 
a great degree pure and uncorrupted, through a 
long succession of ages. It begins with informing 
vs that Gody having ong^^Xij created that vast heap 
of matter out of which this visible world is formed^ 
thought good at a certain period of time, to bring 
that mass of confusion into a state of order and re-^ 
gularity. Accordingly, he began with infinite power 
end wisdom to put this chaos, or confused heap of 
matter into motion; and although he could with 
equal ease have formed every thing in a moment, he 
was pleased to employ six days in this great work of 
creation. On the^r^^ day he formed that glorious 
thing called light, which, though it was not yet col-' 
lected into one regular body, so as to form the sun, 
was now divided from ihe darkness, and produced a 
succession of day and n^ht. The second day was 
employed in making a separation between those 
waters which are contained in the upper regions, 
which we call the sky or heaven, from the waters be*, 
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low in the earth: and this was performed by placing 
the air, or Jirmamenty between them. On the third 
day, as the waters still continued to be mixed with 
the earth, God formed them into two distinct bodies^ 
of dry land and sea: and he at once covered the 
-earth with an amazing variety of grass, herbs, and 
trees; all of them having their seed a,nd fruit in full 
perfection, so as to continue their several kinds to 
the end of time. Having filled the earth with all 
manner of vegetables, the Almighty proceeded on 
the fourth day to create those glorious bodies, which 
adorn the heavens, and give light upon the earth: 
he fixed the sun in the centre, to give light to all 
around it; he placed the moon in such a situation 
as to reflect a borrowed light from the sun during 
the night season; and he appointed the several 
planets to perform their courses in due order and 
succession. The next act of creation, which we are 
told took place on the ^fth day, was the forming 
out of the waters that vast abundance of living 
creatures, fish smdfowl, both large and small, with 
which the water and the air are every where filled, 
and all of whidi God endued with the power of 
continuing their several kinds. The air and the 
waters being thus provided with inhabitants, the 
power of God called forth into life, upon the sixth 
day, the various creatures fitted to live upon the 
earth; four-footed beasts of all kinds, both wild 
and tame, and every sort of creeping thing. Man, 
the master-piece of the creation, was reserved for 
the last work; and to this noble creature God was 
pleased to give not only life and motion, as he gave 
to all the rest, but he bestowed upon him some like^ 
ness of Himself, by enduing him with an intelligent 
and rational soul, which enabled him to subdue, and 
have dominion over all other creatures. The parti- 
cular expression, which Moses makes use of with re- 
gard to the creation of man, is worthy 'of observa- 
tion ; for he introduces God as saying, let us make 
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man, which seems to imply a kind of consultation 
upon the business, and is no slight proof of the holy 
Trinity^ or a plurality of persons m the Godhead. 
Thus nad mankind^ the first human pair^ some por- 
tion of the divine inMge impressed upon them; and 
to this was added the promise of a numerous poste- 
rity^ who should in time people all parts of the 
earth: and as God appointed man to rule over the 
brute creation^ so did he stamp such an awe upon 
his countenance^ that the most savage beasts^ unless 
they are stron^y urged by hunger or persecution, 
generally fly from his approach. The food which 
God allotted to man at his first creation^ consisted 
of the herbs and fruits which the earth produced, 
and probably he was not allowed to eat flesh, lest 
any of the beasts, which were created in pairs like 
man, should have been destroyed before they had 
time to increase. The beasts too and the other liv- 
ing creatures had the produce of the earth bestowed 
upon them for their food and support. The AU 
mighty, having thus completed the great work of 
creation, surveyed every thing which he had made, 
and finding them to answer £e end for which they 
were designed, he ceased from his work on the even* 
kig of the sixth day. 

With what astonishment must our minds be filled, 
when we consider the subject of this chapter ! For 
here we behold an Almighty Being, creating a whole 
world, and every thing therein, by the mere power 
of his own wiU: and what perhaps is equally asto« 
nishing, his providoice has still continued to main- 
tain aU the parts of this vast machine, in the same 
order and regularity as when they were first created^ 
The sun, the moon, and the stars never fail to per- 
form their wonted course, every herb and plant con- 
tinues to produce its proper seed, and cattle of va- 
rious kinos still increase and multiply for the service 
of man. How grateful ought we to feel for thes9 
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never-failing instances of God's bounty and kindness 
towards us! But let us particularly reflect upon 
the glorious privilege bestowed upon us, of being 
made in the image and likeness of God, endued with 
understandings to know our duty, and to discern 
good from evil. Let no consideration ever induce 
us to debase the dignity of human nature by giving 
way to habits of sin; but constantly keeping in mind 
our great original, let us endeavour to attain to such 
a degree of piety and virtue, as may entitle us to be 
considered as the children of God, and to partake 
hereafter of his heavenly glory* 



SEPTUAGESIMA SUNDAY. 

^benfng Sberbfce. 

Genesis ii. 

The former chapter having given a short, general 
account of the six days work of creation, we have 
here a more circumstantial detail of several things, 
which before were only slightly touched upon, in 
order that the regularity of the narration might not 
be internipted. We are first informed, that when 
this visible world and all the creatures in it were 
completely finished^ it pleased God to institute a 
solemn ordinance, by setting apart every seventh 
day to a sacred rest, that all mankind might for ever 
remember the power and wisdom of God in the 
creation, and might worship Him alone. Moses, 
having referred to the great act of creation, makes 
particular mention of the herbs and plants ^ as attain^ 
mg to their full perfection at once, without the aid of 
rain or cultivation, which are the usual causes of 
their fruitfulness; though, if any moisture had been 
wanted to effect this purpose, it might have been 
supplied by a mist which ascended from the earth 
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The creation of man is again mentioned^ as being 
formed out of the dust of the earth; and a circum- 
stance is added^ very different from what is said of 
any other creature^ and which fully accounts for his 
superior nature, that God not only gave him animal 
life, but bestowed upon him a soul^ distinct from, 
though united to, the body ; and infiised into him 
such an excellent spirit as produced thought, reason, 
and speech. 

The next thing which claims our attention, is the 
particular spot where God first placed Adam and 
Eve: this is described as a delightful situation, filled 
with what might please the eye, and gratify the taste. 
In the midst of this delicious spot, here called a 
garden y which probably contained a country of some 
extent, there grew two trees in particular, the fruit 
of both which was endued with very peculiar pro- 
perties. The tree of life seems to have been so 
called, from its power of preserving those who eat 
of it from any manner of decay, and of maintaining 
them in perpetual health and vigour. It does not 
appear improbable, that, if man had continued in- 
nocent, it might have had such effects upon him ; 
and the latter part of the next chapter confirms that 
supposition. Undoubtedly, He, wno created all the 
plants of the earth, and gave to each its peculiar 
properties, was capable of bestowing upon any one 
of them whatever qualities he thought proper, and 
might thus have prolonged the life of man to a very 
extended period. The tree of knowledge of good 
and evil seems to have received its name from that 
fatal trial which our first parents made of its fruit ; 
from which they gained, by miserable experience, 
the knowledge of the great difilerence between the 
gooe2 of obeying, and them/ of disobeying, the com- 
mands of God. Afler this, there follows a particular 
description of the situation of the sarden oi Eden, 
and 01 the rivers which surrounded it; from which 
it appears that it was at no great distance from the 
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spot where Babylon was afterwards built^ being wa« 
teredby the two great rivers, Tigris exid Euphrates^ 
In this garden God placed Adam, and allotted him 
the pleasing employment of cultivating^ and keeping 
it in order. He gave him also free permission to 
eat of all the fruity excepting only what grew upon 
one of the tr^es before-mentioned: from tasting of 
that he was prohibited under a severe penalty; God 
having positively assured him^ that death would be 
the unavoidable consequenoe. 

The sacred historian, having hinted at Adam's 
solitary state without any suitable companion, in- 
forms us, that all living creatures had l^eir names 
given them by Adam; probably not all at one time> 
but as opportunity and circumstances admitted. 
After this, there follows a particular description of 
the formation of woman, which had onlybeen slightly 
mentioned in the former chapter. This, we are 
told, God thought proper to effect, by causing Adam 
to sleep f so that he might, not feel the pain, and 
then forming a woman out oi one of his ribs. The 
reason, perhaps, why God chose to create the woman 
in this manner rather than out of the ground like 
Adam, might be to produce a still stronger love and 
attachment between them, from their being formed 
of the very same material. Upon receiving her from 
the hand of God, Adam acknowledged that she was 
indeed a help meet for him^ being a part of his very 
self; and therefore, that, in a union of so close a 
nature, the mutual afiection between man and wife 
ought ever to be considered as superior to every 
other tie. And looking upon themselves merely as 
one person, such was their innocence and simplicity, 
•that the want of clothing^ which was unnecessary m 
so mild a climate, did not give them any sensation 
oi shame. ? 

When we look back upon the subject of this chap- 
ter, we cannot but be struck, in the first place, with 
TravelFs Lectures, s 
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the extreme antiquity of. the iDstitution of the sab* 
bath, which takes its date from the creation of the 
world. How highly then does it concern us to re- 
verence this yenerable institution, and duly to observe 
that sacred rest for which it was appointed ; employ- 
ing it in prayer and meditation, and in praising God 
for the blessings of creation, providence, and grace. 
Secondly, we may learn from hence how necessary it 
is that we should obey the «(;Aofe will of God: if ha 
has bestowed upon us, as he continually does, an in- 
finite variety of blessings; if he gives us health and 
strength, food and raiment; if he freely allows us^o 
eat of every tree in the garden, let us not think it a 
hardship if he withhold one fruit from us. But con- 
sidering that the transgression ofany of his laws will 
make us liable to death, even eternal death, if unre- 
pented of, let us determine, as far as is possible, not 
to qff^end even in one point. 



SEXAGESIMA SUNDAY. 

ittoming Sbtrbfce. 

Genesis hi. 

The foregoing chapter left, our first parents enjoy- 
ing a state of complete happiness, in that paradise 
wherein God had placed them. Tlie chapter before 
us presents a melancholy reverse; guilt and shame 
succeeding to conscious innocence, and misery and 
.death entailed upon them and their posterity, by 
their disobedience to the positive command of GodL 
.llie time when this deplorable event took place 
does not exactly appear; perhaps at no great dis- 
tance from their creation; out it does not seem pro- 
-bable that it should happen immediately after, al- 
^though the two subjects are so closely connected ia 
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the Bible. But ^emust recollect, that the Scrip- 
ture account of what happened in the infancy of the 
world is extremely short ; which^ in many instances^ 
occasions a considerable degree of obscurity^ and 
often brings together two transactions^ between vvhich 
no small space of time intervened. 

Now tne serpent, Moses tells us, was the most 
cunning and wily of all the creatures ; and upon that 
account he was particularly suited to that malicious 
design, which the devil had in view in taking his 
shape and form upon him. What that form was, it 
is impossible for us to know; but probably it was 
very dififerent from its present crawling state, and it 
might have been an erect stately creature. He be- 
gan his discourse with Eve, by questioning the truth 
of God's prohibition, respecting the fruit of the tree 
of knowledge. Her answer plainly acknowledged 
the divine command, and expressed how severe a 
penalty was annexed to the breach of it. The temp- 
ter, consistently with his character of being a liar 
from the^ beginning, positiyelj denied that death 
would be the consequence of her eating the forbid- 
den fruit; and assured her, on the contrarv, it would 
produce the happiest effects, by opening her eyes to 
understand a variety of things wnich were hitherto 
unknown, and would make her resemble the angels 
themselves. 

It might have been reasonably expected, that one 
who was so lately come from the hand of God, who 
had been so completely blessed by him, and to whom 
his will had been declared with so severe a threat, 
would have resisted such a temptation, however plau- 
sible. Nothing satisfactory can indeed be advanced 
upon so lamentable a subject; but it does not seem 
improbable, that the extraordinary splendour with 
which the serpent might then have been invested, 
should induce Eve to suppose him to be one of God's 
lingels, who took upon nim to explain the divine 
pommand. W)iether she was at all influenced by 

E 2 
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this motive^ we never can know; but this we learn^ 
from the Scripture itself, that, perceiving the fruit to 
be of an eatable kind^ that it was beautiful to the 
sight, and above all, being eager to possess that 
superior degree of wisdom and knowledge, which 
the serpent had promised her, she and her husband 
greedily swallowed the fatal morsel. Then were 
their eyes opened indeed, but it was only to see 
their own siiame and abominable folly: and being 
consciotis of their guilt, and of the change that 
was now wrought in them, they wished to conceal 
their Thdkedness in any manner they could con- 
trive. 

In this situation thev were suddenly alarmed by 
the approaching sound of Ood^s majestic presence, 
and therefore vainly sought to conceal themselves 
from his sight. But the voice of the Lord instantly 
addressing them, Adam confessed, that, having lost 
his innocence, he wished to hide his shame; and 
presently owning, his transgression of God's com- 
mand, he stmve to lessen his own guilt by laying 
the blame upon Eve. She too, with the same view 
of excusing the crime, shifted it from herself to the 
serpent. Upon this, the Lord proceeded to pass 
sentence upon the off^iders, according to the snare 
which each of them had had in the crime. In the 
first place, he condemned the serpent^ which had 
been the instrument of the devil's malice, to be de- 
graded from his erect and beautiful form, and hence- 
forth to drag himself along the ground among the 
du^t and film. The other part of his sentence re- 
lates principally to the devil, Aat old serpent, whose 
delight it has ever been to do mischief. The enmity 
between man and the serpent, property so calledf, 
has ever existed; no creature upon earth being held 
in such universal abhorraice. But the enmity be- 
tween mankind and the devil is still greater, as he is 
continually seeking means to injure them. The seea 
of the woman f namely, Jesus Christ, who was bom 
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of a virgin, has, through the mercy of God, crushed 
the; head of this spiritual serpent, and will at last 
completely conquer him. While, on the other hand, 
the power of the devil is limited to the keel of the 
woman's seed, that is, to the mortal body of Jesus; 
or, as it may be understood, to his power of injuring 
mankind by his wicked deceits, and that only 
through the permission of God. 

Sentence is next passed upon the woman^ denounc- 
ing the pain and misery she should sufier from be- 
ing a mother, and subjecting her entirely to the will 
and control of her husband. The punishment threat- 
jened to Adam for having yielded to the solicitations 
of his toife^ instead of ooey ing the command of God, 
chiefly consists in the sufferings he should undergo 
in prociu'ing sustenance: for even the earth, God 
assures him, shall seem to share in his punishment; 
it shall no louder be productive without cultivation, 
but shall requires great toil and labour to render it 
fruitful, and to root out the noxious weeds: neither 
should this be only a temporary burden, but it was 
to last during the whole life of man, till the sentence 
of death should be executed upon him, and he 
should return to his original dust. 

The next circumstance which occurs is, that of 
.^khm*s giving his wife the name of Eve^ which sig- 
nifies, either that she should be the mother of all man- 
kind, or of the promised seed in particular, which 
would restore man to l^e. After this, we are told 
that God, having supplied Adam and Eve with some 
kind of clothing, diought proper to dismiss them 
from paradise: lie was apprehensive, lest by their 
having in some degree thrown off tlieir subjection to 
him, mey might value themselves upon their fancied 
increase of knowledge, and so be led to repeat their 
transgressions by eating of tlie tree of life, which 
would at least have lengthened their lives, and possi- 
bly have increased their misery. The Lord therefore 
drove them out otEden, and placed at the entrance 
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of it a guard of an gel s^ surrounded by glittering 
flames yio prevent their touching the tree of life, 

ft 

The chapter which we have just considered, pre- 
sents a melancholy picture, in which we ourselves are 
but too nearly concerned. We behold our first 
parents seduced from their duty to their Creator ; 
fallen from a state of innocence and happiness into 
guilt, shame, and misery \ and entailing upon their 
descendants the punishment of death, with a corrupt 
tainted nature. Who is there among us all, that 
does not feel the sad effects of this first breach of 
God's law ? Have we not in a variety of instances 
too much aversion to our duty, and too much readi- 
ness to follow the bent of our evil inclinations ? We 
must all, alas! plead guilty to the charge. But 
blessed be God, though we are encompassed with 
sins and infirmities, we need not despair. No sooner 
had Adam sinned, than the mercy of God wad 
preparing the way for his recovery, and -pointed out 
the promised Redeemer, even that seed of the woman, 
who at length shall entirely overcome the great 
adversary of man. What was then obscurely hinted^ 
and afterwards revealed by degrees, has been since 
•completely fulfilled by the coming of that divine 
Saviour, who died to redeem us from our sins. 
Such abundant mercy must surely excite our utmost 
love and gratitude; and wherein can we shew it so 
eflTectually as by steadily resolving to obey the com- 
mands of God. Let this then be our constant 
endeavour; and if unhappily, through the infirmity 
of our corrupt nature, or the wicked suggestions of 
the devil, we at any time fall from our duty ; let us 
with all humility implore the mercy of God, beseech- 
ing hioi to accept our repentance, and to have regard 
to the merits of that gracious Redeemer, whose 
blood will blot out our sins, and once more open us 
a way to the tree of life. 
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SEXAGESIMA SUNDAY. 

Genesis vi. 

This chapter begins with informing us of a lament- 
able truths that^ as the earth was gradually filled with 
inhabitants^ mankind became more and more cor- 
rupt. And the infection was so general^ that they, 
who in comparison might be called the sons o/Gody 
that is^ the descendants of Seth, who continued in 
the worship of God, were enticed to connect them- 
selves with the daughters of men, that is, with the 
wicked posterity of Cain* And God was so pro- 
voked with the carnal indulgences and other vices 
of mankind, that he resolved to turn his threats into 

Euntshments! nevertheless, his great mercy inclined 
im to allow them a farther trial of an hundred and 
twenty years. At this time there were in the earth 
many men of extraordinary strength and stature, and 
were indeed famous for their great valour, but pro- 
bably not less so for their wickedness. And the con- 
titi\ial iihpiety of mankind vfks so grievous to the Al- 
mighty, that . he resolved to destroy them, together 
with all other living creatures. We may observe 
here, that the Scriptures, in a variety of mstances, 
speak of God after the manner of men; and there- 
fore, when it is said the Lord repented that he 
had made man, the meaning is, he acted as a man 
lYoulddo, who resolved to undo what he had before 
done. 

But amidst this prevailing iniquity and corruption, 
God was pleased to single. out one man, with his' 
family, as objects of his mercy: this was Noahy a 
man of just and upright character, as well as of a 
pious disposition. To him God communicated his* 
mtention of putting an end to that impious genera- 
tion of men, by a total destruction of them, anc^ 
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every thing on the earth. And he gave Noah di- 
rections to build an immense arky or wooden building 
to float upon the water^ which should be formed 
of such a size^ and so contrived within as to hold 
conveniently all the creatures that should be put 
into it. Having informed Noah of this general de- 
struction of every living things God assures him that 
be will make good his promise^ by preserving him 
and his family. He likewise commanded him to 
bring into the ark two of every sort of beasts^ birds, 
and creeping things, together with sufficient food 
for them during the flood : and to prevent the dif* 
ficulty of getting this vast variety of creatures to« 
gether, God tells him, that they themselves shall 
come unto him to be kept alive. According- 
ly, Noah immediately obeyed these divine com- 
mands. 

It has been remarked bv learned men who have 
reckoned up all the known kinds of beasts and birds, 
that the size of the ark, divided into three stories^ 
was sufficiently large to contain two of each of them> 
with the food necessary for their supports 

In our observations upon this chapter, let us in 
the first place remark, how necessary it is for us to 
avoid the company of the wicked; for the infection 
of bad example quickly spreads, and therefore, un» 
less we are continually upon our guard, we know not 
how soon we may be seduced from our duty; so true 
is the observation of St. Paul, evil communications 
corrupt ffoodmanners. Secondly, we may learn from 
hence, tne unspeakable advantage of preserving a 
pure and uprignt bonduot in the midst of a wicked 
and perverse generation. iNSMiA found grace in the 
eyes of the £ord, when all besides were involved in 
universal ruin ; let us endeavour to follow his ex» 
ample by steadily persevering in piety and virtue, 
and then we need not doubt of the divine favour and 
assistance. I^tly^ it is of . importance to observe^ 



Lessons of the Old Testament. 81 

what wonderful proofs there are still remaining of the 
general deluge: though more than four thousand 
years have elapsed since that great event, every coun- 
try can produce marks of the waters having prevailed 
pver the face of the earth i sea shells and petrified fish 
being found among quarries of stone upon the highest 
hills. All this is such a confirmation of the divine 
authority of the Scriptures, as should induce us to be 
truly thankful for them, and diligently to study them. 



QUINQUAGESIMA SUNDAY, 

Genesis ix. to ver. 20« 

When Noah and his family had quitted the ark, 
and offered a sacrifice of thanksgiving to God, he 
gave them his solemn blessing, and promised diem 
a great increase; repeating also his former declaration 
of the power and dominion of man over all other 
creatures. Moreover it pleased God, in addition to 
the former grant of herbs and plants, to allow man-^ 
kind every sort of living creatures for his food : but 
at the same time he strictly forbade him to eat any 
flesh with the life or blood thereof, that is, either raw 
flesh with the blood remaining in it, or to eat any 
blood at all. Now there seem to be two reasons for 
this prohibition : first, that as God intended to make 
blood an atonement for sin under the law, upon that 
account he here requires a strict abstinence from it; 
or, secondly, he forbids men to eat it, in order to give 
them a greater abhorrence of shedding one another's 
blood* This latter reason is partly confirmed by the 
ne:^t verse, where God denounces the punishment of 
death to the shedder of blood, even though it were but 
a, beast that committed the mischief; and much ipore 

s3 
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t£ a man should kill hia. brother-man. Whoever 
therefore, is guilty of murder, is bene condemned to be 
put to death, by those who should have authority for 
that purpose ; and God assigns tlie reason why mur- 
der should he so heinous a crime^ from his having 
made man in his own image.. 

After this, God made a solemn promise to Noah 
and his family, as well as to their aescendants, and 
all living creatures, that he will never again destroy 
the whole earth by a flood. And as a pledge that 
he will perform his proniise, he appoints tne rainbow 
to witness the truth of it ; so that whenever men shall 
observe that sicn in the heavens, they may look upon 
it as a ^oten or God's faithfulness and truth, never 
more to destroy mankind in the same manner. 

A principal lesson to be learnt from this chapter, 
is to avoid every kind of cruelty, either to the brute 
creation, or to our fellow-creature, man. ^Murder, 
God be thanked, is a crime so abhorrent to human 
nature, that it seems almost unnecessary to caution 
men against it: but there is a caution, to which it can 
never be unseasonable for any of us to attend, and 
that is, to check and restrain our passions. ■ Many a 
man, by the extreme indulgence of anger, has been 
guilty of a crime which his nature abhorred, and the 
consciousness of which has embittered the reniainder 
of his life. Other passions too often lead to the same 
horrid end: idleness and debauchery plunge men 
into such distresses, that they are at last tempted to 
commit a deed, which once .they could not have 
thought of without horror. Let every one then 
strive to curb the flrst sallies of passion, to cultivate 
a mild and peaceable disposition, and ever to bear 
in mind> that the greatest crimes arise from small be- 
ginnings, and that therefore there is no safety but in 
steadily resolving to keep the whole law of God. 
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QUINQUAGESIMA SUNDAY. 

GeNESIIS XII. 

While Abram yet lived in Ur of the Chaldeesy 
which was his native country^ he received a com- 
mand from God to quit it, and to abandon his kin-r 
dred, in order to remove into a country which the 
Lord pointed out to him. And this command 'was 
accompanied with a promise of abundant blessinss, 
and an assurance that God would never fail to oe 
his friend, as also that through him all mankind 
should partake in a most eminent blessing; which 
was amply fulfilled by Christ, who was descended 
from Aoram. So firm was Abram's faith in the 
promises of God, that he instantly obeyed the di- 
vine command, and went first to dwell at Maran. 
From thence Ae took his wife Sarai and hie nephew 
Lotp together with all their servants and substance, 
and proceeded into the land of Canaan, which God 
had destined for the future residence of Abram's pos- 
terity. And journevins on southwards m his way 
to Egypt, at several places where he stopped, he 
offerSoi sacrifices in order to implore the favour and 
protection of God, who confirmed his faith by 
manifesting himself to him under some glorious 
appearance. 

Now, as Abram came^near Egypt, he was fearful 
lest the Egyptians, when they saw that Sarai was a 
comely woman, and understood that Abram was her 
husband, would endeavour to get rid ofhim in order 
to obtain her. He entreats her therefore to conceal 
the fact of her beins his wife, and only to acknow- 
ledge that she was bis sister; which she might do 
widiout offending against truth, as she actually was. 
bis niece, being the sister of Lot; for in those days 
such near relations were called by the name of sisters. 
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And it came to pctss as Abram had apprehended : for 
some of the king of Egypt's courtiers having seen 
Sarai^ they praised her beauty to him^ and she was 
accordingly taken into the Aot^a where Pharaoh 
kept his women. And the kin^ shewed great favour 
to Abram upon her account, and made him such rich 

J)resents, that^ together with what he possessed be* 
ore, he became a man of great substance. Never- 
theless, as the intention of Fharaoh with respect to 
Sarai was highly displeasing to God, he punished 
him, and those who were concerned in promoting 
his vicious inclinations, by afflicting them with griev- 
ous sickness. When, therefore, Fharaoh was inform* 
ed that Sarai was actually the unfe of Abram, he sus- 
pected that his sickness was inflicted upon him on 
account of his wicked intention: wherefore, send- 
ing for Abram, he reproved him for leading him into 
an error, and disclaimed the intention of depriving 
him of his lawful wife. And having restored her to 
her husband he sent them both away, and gave 
strict charge to his people to conduct them out of 
the kingdom in peace and safety. 

From this short chapter we may learn to imitate 
the example of Abraham, by following the com- 
mands of God, to whatever duty he is pleased to call 
us: and this will be sure to prove our best title to 
his future favour and protection. 



THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT. 

iWoming SbeAto. 

Genesis xix. to ver. 30. 

The former chapter having foretold the intended 
destruction of the cities of Sodom and Gt>mprrah 
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for iheir extreme wickedness^ we are here informed 
fbat the destroying angels came to Sodom to accom- 
plish the divine vengeance. They were received in 
the most respectful manner by Lot, who begged them 
to come into his house^ and to accept ofevery re- 
freshment which the custom of the ooun^ demand- 
edy or which it was in his power to afiord them. 
The mildness of the climate, which rendered sleeping 
in the open air not unwholesome, led them at first 
to refuse his ofkt ; but being greatly pressed^ they 
at length accepted his hospitable entertainment 

The people oiSodom^ being very eager to see the 
two strangers, and intending probably to use them 
ill, were urgent with Lot to bring them out to them : 
but he refused it in so positive a manner as to declare 
to them, that he would rather suffer his own family^ 
to be abused, than that any mischief should be done 
to those strangers, who were under his protection. 
These wicked men, being disappointed of their in- 
tentions, would have taken their revenge upon Lot 
himself, if the angels had not rescued him from them, 
by inflicting sudden blindness upon them. 

And now, the iniquities of these cities being come 
to the height, the angels plainly told Lot their er- 
rand, and warned him to lose no time in escaping 
with his family from the dreadful destruction wnich 
God was about to bring upon them. A part of his 
'&m]ly not paving any regard to the wamins, and he 
himself, with his wife and two daughters, still linger^ 
ing in the devoted spot; the mercy of God directed 
the angels to hasten his departure with the utmost 
speed, and to forbid him upon any account to look 
behind him, lest he should be involved in the ap- 
proaching ruin. Lot, being now greatly alarmed, 
and dreading to be overtaken before he could reach 
the mountain which the angel pointed out to him, 
begged to be allowed rather to retire to a small city^ 
which in after times was called Zoar. His request 
being granted, and he himself in security, a dreadful 
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storm of brimstone and fire presently consumed the 
cities oi Sodom and Gomorrah with their wretched 
inhabitants. But as Lofs wife disregarded the an- 
gel's advice^ and stayed behmd to look back upon 
uie dismal sight, she was o:rertaken by the storm; 
and being instantly deprived oriife, she was covered 
with so thick a crust of ashes and sulphureous mat- 
ter as to appear like a great lump of salt. The kind- 
ness of God towi^rds Abraham is too remarkable 
to be. passed over; for though Lot dwelt in one of 
these guilty cities, God was pleased to save him* 
out of the midst of the overthrow, for the sake of 
Abraham^ his uncle, 

• 

' What a dreadful warning do these cities hold out 
4o all who imitate their horrid examples ! Still does 
the wretched spot bear, witness to the divine ven- 
geance^ in that putrid lake which remains as a 
memorial of it But although the temporal judg- 
ments of God do not always keep pace with men s 
iniquities, this should not inspire us with confidence, 
but should lead us to repentance; for however the 
divine wrath may seem to slumber at present, the 
day will come, when all the workers of iniquity shall 
be destroyed ; and if we hope to escape their fatal 
doom, we must, with righteous Lot^ make haste to 
fly from. the. company and JUthy conversation of the 
wicked; we must not lookback with pleasure on 
their guilty deeds, lest we be finally overtaken by 
their punishment. 
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The first sunday in lent. 

£bn)tng Sbetbtce. 

Genesis xxii. 

This chapter informs us, that the Almighty^ intend- 
ing to make trial of Abraham's faith and obedience, 
commanded him to offer up his only son Isaac in sa- 
crifice. By only son is meant, the only one to whom 
the promise was made : for Ishmael was Abraham's 
son oy Ha^ar the bond-woman. Dear as Isaac was 
to him, being the child of his old age, and the heir 
of God's promises, he instantly prepared to execute 
the divine command. The mountain, upon which 
Isaac was to be offered, being at a considerable dis- 
tance, it was the third day before they arrived 
there ; when Abraham, leaving his two servants, 
took his son apart, with the necessary preparations 
for the sacrifice. Then, having removed his son's 
doubts respecting the want of a Umib for a burnt- 
offerings he could no longer conceal the fatal secret ; 
but proceeded to bind Isaac^ and having laid him 
upon the altar t actually lifted up his harid to strike 
the blow. 

This was so clear a proof of his faith in the pro- 
mises of God, as well as of his readiness to obey 
his severest commands, that Gt)d instantly withhela 
his hand from executing the bloody deed ; and as- 
sured him by a voice from heaven, that he needed 
no further proof of bis sincere piety, since he had 
not hesitated to part with what was nearest .and dear- 
est to him, when called to the trial. The provi- 
dence of God having so ordered it, that a ram should 
suddenly present itself for the purpose, Abraham 
joyfully seized this welcome substitute, and com- 
pleted the sacrifice. And in remembrance of this 
extraordinary transaction^ he called the place where 
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it occurred^ by a name that expressed the care and 
providence of God in providing for the safety of his 
faithful servants. . . 

This singular mark of Abraham's obedience^ in 
being ready to sacrifice even bis only son at the di- 
vine command, drew down upon him the peculiar 
favour of God, who promised with an oath that he 
would shower down blessinss upon him and his nu- 
merous descendants, whom he would make victorious 
over their enemies. God moreover assured him^i 
that one of his seed^ or family, should hereafter be- 
come a blessing to all the nations of the earth; by 
which me must understand our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who came to bless us, and to lay down his life for us* 
The remainder of the chapter, after mentioning 
Abraham*s return home, gives an account of his 
brother Nahor*s children, one of whom was father 
to Rebekahf who afterwards married Isaac, 

What a wonderful instance of the fear and love of 
God is here displayed to us ! At his command, a 
father scruples not to sacrifice his own son, born 
when he was a hundred years old, destined to be th^ 
prop of his declining years, and in whom alone the 
promises of God were to be fulfilled. Neither was 
this an act of hasty 2ea1, but done upon deliberation 
and reflection, after an interval of three days. Let 
us learn from it to put our whole trust in God, and 
to be ready to part with whatever is most valuable to 
us, when our duty to him requires it from us. 

In this story too we may remark the wonderful re- 
semblance between Isaac and our blessed Lord, of 
whom he was the type or figure. As Isaac was the 
beloved son of his father, who scrupled not to ofiTer 
him up at the command of God— as he was threQ 
days under sentence of death, and on the third was 
delivered from it by God — as he himself carried the 
wood for the bumt-offering, and quietly submitted 
to the will of bis father — and lastly, as this action 
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entailed a blessings not only upon the seed of Abra- 
ham^ but upon all the nations of the earth — so shall 
we find the like circumstances in the suflbrings and 
death of Christ He also was the only beloved Son 
of his Father^ who gave him to be a sacrifice for all 
mankind — three days was he in the grave^ and on the 
third did God raise him from the dead — he bore the 
cross on which he suffered^ and submitted to death 
with the meekness of aa innocent lamb» The faith 
of Abraham and the submission of Isaac were in« 
deed the source of infinite, blessings^ even' the re* 
deiiiption of the world was the consequence of that 
great sacrifice of the Lamb of God« So perfect an 
agreement in almost every particular^ must raise 
our admiration of the providence of Grod^ which 
from the begimiing prepared the way for Chris^ 
tianity by types and shadows, by rites and cere« 
monies^ till, u>hen the fulness of the time being 
comes he sent forth his Son to complete the glo-^ 
rious plan* 



THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT. 

iWornmg Sbtxbkt. 

Genesis xxvil 

The better tQ understand this chapter, we must look 
back to the twenty«fifth, where we read, that Re- 
bekah, being near the time of her delivery of 
twin children, Esau and Jacob, inquired of the 
Lord concerning tbem, and was told, that the. 
4lder should serve the ymmger. This will in 
great measure account for her eagerness in endea* 
vouring to procure the btessiog of Isaac for her 
younger son Jacob. 

It appears.from the following story, that Isaac did 
9ot understand this prophecy in the. same manner sa 
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Rebekah did; for when he began to be far advanced 
in years, and his eye-sight was crown dim, he still 
considered Esau as his proper heir, and therefore 
wished to bestow upon him that solemn blessin^^ 
which aged fathers were accustomed to give their 
eldest sons, as a token of conveying to them the prin- 
cipal part of their property. £sau being, as we are 
told, a cunning hunter, was desired by his father to 
procure him^om^ venison, as a means of supporting 
iris strength and spirits hj tiiat generous food, during* 
the performance of this important duty. 

Rebekah, being convinced in her own mind, that 
Jacob was entitled to receive the blessing of the eld- 
est son, did not scruple to contrive a method of de- 
ceiving her husband, in order to obtain her purpose. 
And when Jacob expressed his fears of being dis- 
covered by hia father, and treated as a deceiver, she 
answered for nis success, and offered to take upon 
herself the blame of the deceit. Upon this, when he 
had obeyed her orders hy fetching the two kick, she 
dressed them in such a savoury manner as to give 
them the flavour of venison. Aiid as it was the cus« 
tom in those times to clothe the eldest son, upon par- 
ticular occasions, with garments carefully pres(^ed 
with sweet-smellins herbs, she put these upon Jacob; 
and also coveredhis hands and neck with the rough 
hair of the kids; in order, that if his father should 
feel him, he might the readier believe him to be his 
eldest son Esau, who was a hairv num. 
• All things being now prepared, Jacob went in ta 
bis father, to invite him topartake of the feast, and 
to request his blessing, v mt Isaac being staggered 
at the sound of his voice, and at his quick return, 
was by no means satisfied that it was nis very son 
Esau; and though Jacob endeavoured to remove his 
suspicions, he was not convinced till he. had felt the 
hairiness of his hands. Having therefore refreshed 
himself with this savoury meat, and recruited his 
spirits with wine, he made Jacob come near him, and 
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was still more confirmed in the cheat by the sweet 
smeUoiliM garments, perfumed with fragrant flowers. 
He then proceeded to give him his. solemn blessings 
and to foretel the plenty which God would hereafter 
bestow upon him ; assuring him that his posterity 
should have dominion over their neighbours, that 
they should rule over the rest of their own family, 
and that the blessing or curse of God would follow, 
all those who were mends or enemies to him. 

This transaction was scarce concluded, when Esau 
returned from his huntiiig^ in full expectation of re- 
ceiving the promised blessing. The very sound of 
his voice threw Isaac into the greatest confusion, con- 
scious as he now was that he had been deceived by 
Jacob, and that the blessing he had pronounced upon 
him could not be recalled. Esau, bitterly lamenting 
his fate, was informed by his father of his brother's 
crafty behaviour : and this brought to his mind the 
two former instances of his endeavouring to sup^ 
plant him ; first, by laying hold of his heel at the 
time of his birth ; and then, by getting from him 
his birth-right for a mess of pottage. The name of 
Jacobs or supplanter, seemed therefore to be rightly 
bestowed upon him, especially when this last instance 
of cunning was taken mto the account Esau how- 
ever was very urgent to receive a blessing, from his 
/o^A^r, and having lamented his condition with many 
tears, Isaac at length comforted him with the assur* 
ance, that notwithstanding all he had bestowed upon 
Jacob, there was still a blessing in reserve for him. 
He told him, that he also should have his share of 
plenty, but that his chief supply should be procured 
oy his sword 9 that his posterity should in future 
times be subservient to tne descendants of Jacob, 
but should at length free themselves from that state 
of subjection. 

The disappointment which Esau felt, in having 
his brother preferred before him, roused his natural 
jl^alousy^ and induced bim to form die horrid purpose 
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of gratifying his revenge by the murder of Jacob/ 
whenever his father^s death should afford him a suit- 
able opportunity. Rebekah, having got information 
of Esau^s threats^ made Jacob acquainted with them, 
and advised him to go without delay to his uncle 
Lahan, who lived at a considerable distance. Her 
intention in this was to remove him out of Esau's 
sight, in the hopes that during his absence his bro-^ 
tmr*8 anger might be pacified : for had Elsau put his 
threats in execution against Jacob, so great a crime 
would probably have cost him his own life ; and thus 
she would have been deprived of both her sons. 

The last verse makes mention of Rebekah's com- 
plaint to Isaac of the vexation she endured from the 
two wives of her son Esau, who, to the grief of his 
parents, had married with the Hittites, or daughters 
of Heth : and she makes particular mention of it at 
this time, as accounting ror the absence of Jacob, 
whom she was going to send to his uncle Laban, in 
order that he might take a wife from among his kin* 
dred, and not form any connexion with these heatb^n 
women* 

In considering this chapter, we cannot help being 
fitruck with the behaviour of Rehekah and Jacob; 
they both conspire to carry on a chain of deceit, 
which nothingcan fully justify. All that can be said 
in excuse for Kebekah's conduct is this, that she was 
convinced, as well from what happened at Jacob's 
birth, as from other circumstances, that Grod design- 
ed him to be the heir of his promises. This induced 
her to put him upon a series of untruths, in order to 
procure his father's blessing, and to secure what she 
conceived to be the future good of his family. From 
this instance it too plainly appears, that the best char* 
acters among men are not free from defects; and we 
may learn from it to be upon our guard against that 
dangerous maxim, of doing evil tlmt good nmy come 
of it; since, however the wisdom of God .may ex* 
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tract good out of evil, it is plainly our duty to keep 
close to the plain rules of truth and justice^ and to 
leave the event to Him. 



THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT. 

Genesis xxxiv. 

In this chapter we read, that Dinah, one of Jacobs 
daughters, having gone out into a neighbouring city^ 
was dejil&dy and detained there by Shechem^ the son 
of Hamor, the governor. When the news came to 
Jacob, he delayed taking any steps in consequence of 
it, till the return of his sons, who were absent: and 
when they were informed of it, they were extremely 
enraged at the injury that had been done to their sis- 
ter, and at the disgrace which was thereby brought 
upon their family. But Shechem^ being very much 
in love with Dinah, and wishing to marry her, request- 
ed his father to settle the affair with Jacob's family; 
and accordingly Hamor made use of every argument 
in his power to prevail upon them to comply with his 
son's request ; leaving it to them to settle the terms 
of the alliance, and proposing an interchange of mar- 
riage and commerce between the two nations, so that 
henceforth they might be united as one people. 

The sons of Jacob, being bent upon revenge, pre- 
tended to comply with the proposal; but in order to 
compass their ends, they made use of a plea of reli- 
gion and conscience, which, they said, would render 
one condition absolutely necessary, namely, that the 
people of Shechem should immeaiately submit to be 
circumcised. Hamor's afiection for his son, and She- 
chem's love for Dinah, made them readily agree to 
this hard condition ; and such was the esteem in which 
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they were held by the people^ that all the males of the 
city consented to their proposal, and underwent the 
same operation. This being precisely the event for 
which Jacob's sons had waited^ they resolved to take 
a cniel advantage of the pain which the men of She- 
chem were suffering from their present situation : re- 
gardless therefore of every tie of justice or humanity^ 
two ofDinaKs brothers not only rescued their sister, 
but treacherously slew all the nudes in that small 
city, pillaged it of every thing valuable, and made 
all the women and children captives, lliis shame- 
ful conduct in his sons was extremely distressing to 
Jacob, as well from its baseness and cruelty, as from 
the alarm it gave him, lest the neighbouring nations 
should unite together to destroy him and his family ; 
neither could his sons plead any other excuse for 
this notorious action than the gross injury which had 
been done to their sister. 

This story is a melancholy record of the fatal effects 
of violent passion — ungovemed lust, and horrid re- 
venge. We see, that even the Patriarchs themselves 
were sadly tainted with those vices, which by the fall 
of man were brought into the world: and we may re- 
mark, that bad as well as good characters are set be- 
fore us in the Scriptures, that the former may serve 
as landmarks and warnings to us, to avoid following 
their examples. Let us learn from hence to keep 
our passions in subjection, to guard ourselves from 
sins of impurity, and to stifle the first emotions of 
revenge, which lead to such dreadful consequences. 




i 
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'HIE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT. 

ittoming Sberbto, 

Genesis xxxix. 

In this chapter we are introduced to one of the most 
affecting stories that is to be found in any history, I 
mean that of Joseph. His sufferings first began from 
the envy and jealousy of his brethren^ who, in order to 

;et rid of him^ sold him to some merchants for a slave. 

y the special providence of God he was carried 
down into Eg^pt, where in process of time he was 
raised -to the nighest office in the state^ and became 
the means of preserving his own family from the mi- 
series of famine. It appears that he was bought by 
one of the principal officers in. PharaoKs household ; 
and be was endowed by God with so much prudence 
and discretion, that whatever he undertook was sure 
to succeed. His master, having experience of his 
extraordinary care and success, placed him near his 
own person; and his good opinion of him increasing 
by degrees, he intrusted all his affairs to his manage- 
ment, relying entirely upon his prudence and fidelity. 
But all these extraordinary talents and upright con- 
duct could not secure Joseph from the malice of a 
disappointed passion ; for being a comely person, 
he unhappily engaged the attention of his masters 
toife, who, shamefully disregarding every tie of 
jeligion and virtue^ warmly solicited him to violate 
his master's honour. He boldly resisted the tempt- 
ation, though frequently repeated; and used such 
arguments as nothing but the blindness of passion 
could have overlooked; urging the confidence re- 
posed in him by his master, we special obligation 
which was hereby laid upon him^ and the still 
stronger duty he owed to God. 
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The unbridled passion of Potiphar's wife leading 
her to repeat the temptation at various times^ the 
innocence and fidelity of Joseph never forsook him : 
but in his hurry at one time to escape from her^ he 
unfortunately dropt his garment, which she failed 
not to convert into an engine against him; and even 
basely accused him to her husband of attempting to 
commit a sin, respecting which she herself was the 
only guilty person. Potiphar's anger upon this 
occasion was very natural, but it ought not so far td 
have transported him as to send Joseph to prison, 
without hearing what he had to say in his justincation* 
He could not however rob him of his innocence, nor 
of the favour and protection of the Almighty. And 
such was his character for prudence and fideility 
before his confinement, and his behaviour under it, 
that he gained the entire confidence of the keeper of 
the prison, so that the care of the prisoners and 
other concerns were wholly committed to his ma-^ 
nagement. 

While we detest the shameless profligacy of Poti« 
phar's wife, we must look up with admiration at the 

Eure and faithful character of Joseph, who armed 
imself against temptation with the strongest of all 
arguments — how can I do this great wickedness, 
and sin against Ood? Happy will it be for those 
who accustom themselves in early youth to be thus 
ppon their guard! The conscious innocence of Jo- 
seph procured him favour and protection even in a 
dungeon; and however dismal our outward condition 
may be, if we are blessed with innocence and inte- 
grity of mind, we need not fear having peace within, 
and peace with God. 
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THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT. 

lEbenfog Sbetbto. 

Genesis xLii« 

The two chapters preceding this contain an account 
of the several dreams which Joseph interpreted^ 
particularly those of Pharaoh ; of his consequent re- 
lease from prison ; of his advancement to be gover- 
nor of Egypt; and of the famine which prevailed 
over that and the neighbouring countries. The pre- 
sent chapter informs us^ that the famine extended to 
the land of Canaan^ the residence of Jacob, who, 
having heard that there was plenty of corn in Egypt, 
sent there his ten sons to buy some for their present 
support As for Benjamin, the only remaining own 
brother of Joseph, wnom he supposed to have been 
long since deaa, he kept him at home, lest any mis^ 
chief ^oxJli, befal him in the journey. As «foseph 
had the chief management of the sale of com, and 
moreover was anxious to see his brethren, he caused 
them to be brought into his presence, where they 
bowed themselves down with the utmost humility; 
thereby fulfilling his dream of their making obeisance 
to him. 

So many years had passed since Joseph was sold 
into Egypt that Ai^^ro^Aer^ had forgotten him; but 
he weO remembered them, though he put on the 
appearance of ignorance, pretending he did not 
know from what country they came, and imputing to 
them some evil design : and this he didj in order to 
draw from them an account of his father and brother. 
To remove his suspicions, they entered into a parti- 
cular detail of their father and family, mentioning 
their own situation, the supposed death of Joseph 
himself, and the circumstance of Benjamin's being 
left at home with their father^ The eager desire of 
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Joseph to see his brother Benjamin^ set him upon 
contriving some means for that purpose: he there- 
fore plainly told them^ that he should detain the rest 
in prison, while one of them returned home to fetch 
their brother. After three days however he sent for 
them again^ and assuring them that what he did was 
not the effect of hi& cruelty, he professed his fear 
and reverencfe for the true God. He therefore pro- 
posed to them^ as a test of their sincerity^ that one 
of them should remain in prison, while the rest 
should carry home a supply of corn for their fami« 
lies, and then return bacK with their brother Benja* 
min. This was a grievous circumstance, but they 
were forced to comply with it; w^Aihe distress they 
felt from it brought into their minds their former 
cruel treatment of Joseph^ so that they could not 
help considering their present sufiering as a just pu- 
nishment inflicted by God. Not being aware that 
Joseph understood their language, they conversed 
freely among themselves upon this subject: and be 
was so much affected with it, that he went out to 
vent his grief; but quickly returning, he caused 
Simeon to be bound in their presence^ in order to 
his confinement in prison. 

The sons of Jacob being now about to return 
home, Joseph ordered their sacks to he filled with 
the com that was necessary for the present supply 
of their faihilies, together with provisions for their 
journey ; and he commanded his servants to return 
the money which each man had paid for his com^ 
and to put it privately in the mouth of his sac/u 
While they were upon the road^ they were astonish- 
ed, on openins their scusks, to find their money re- 
turned; and mough Joseph had intended this as a 
' proof of his kindness to them^ their guilty consci- 
ences were instantly alarmed, and they could not. 
help cqnsidering it as the forerunner of some mis- 
chief. When they were come back to their^a^Aer, 
^hey.gave him an .exa9t account of every thmg that 
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had happened, both with respect to the governor's 
behaviour and inquiries about their family, as well as 
their own answers to his questions: and they particu- 
larly mentioned Simeon's bein^ detained in prison, 
and the strict command which they had received, to 
return again with iheiv youngest ^ brother. 

The relation of all these circumstances, and the re- 
turn of the money which they had actually paid for 
the corn, filled Jacobus mind with sad apprehensions, 
and led him to lay the blame upon them of the loss 
he had sustained in his children. He considered Jo- 
seph as being long since dead ; Simeon he never ex- 
pected to see again ; and now they wanted to rob him 
of Benjamin also : such repeatea distresses were too 
great a burden for him to support. He could not 
surely feel much relief from the proposal oi Reubeny 
who offered to pledge the life of his own two sons, 
as a security for the safe return of Benjamin. At 
present therefore he positively refused to part with 
nim; for, as he supposed Joseph to be dead^ he 
considered Benjamin to be the only remaining child 
of his favourite wife Rachel. And as he was the 
comfort of his old age, the loss of him would have 
embittered the short remainder of his life. 

' In this chapter we may remark (he extraordinary 
providence of God in raising some, and depressing 
others. Joseph, whom his brethren had sold for a 
slave, was become the governor of a great country; 
while they, on the contrary, were obliged to bow 
down before him with the utmost humility. We may 
remark too the, affection and kindness of Joseph, 
who, though his brethren were entirely in his power, 
disdained to take revenge for their former barbarous 
treatt!nent, and only usea such means as might secure 
their return, together with his father and Benjamin. 
But the principal reflection we should make is, on 
the power of conscience, which after so many years 
had passed^ could awaken the guilty feelings of Jo- 

f2 
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seph's brethren for their cruel usage of him. Let 
us learn from it to avoid the commission of every 
kind of wickedness, and then we shall escape those 
severe stings, which never fail, sooner or later, to 
haunt the evil doer, especially when sickness or dis- 
tress overtakes him. 



TOE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

iWomfng Sberbtte 

Genesis xtiii. 

The last chapter having given an account of the 
journey which Jacob's sons made into Egypt, in order 
to buy com, we are here informed, that, as the 
famine still continued, and the stock of corn they had 
laid in was consumed, Jacob urged them to lose no 
time in procuring more. Being convinced that their 
going into Egj'pt would be to no purpose, unless they 
took Benjamin with them, they repeated to their 
father the solemn assurance which was given them 
by the governor of the land, that they should be 
treated as spies if they came again without their 
youngest brother. When Jacob blamed them for 

S'ving the man so exact an account of their family, 
ey excused themselves by the little likelihood there 
was of his ordering them to bring down Benjamin* 
And Judah in particular strongly pressed hUfcdher 
to consent to his going; urging the distress they 
would all suffer for want of com^ and pledging 
himself as a security for the young man's safe re* 
turn. 

Jacob, no longer able to reast the force of such 
pressing reasons, gave way to their entreaties; andj 
m hopes of securing them a more favourable recep- 
tion, he sent the governor a present of such/n^tY^, 
and other productions as grew in the hilly country 
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of Canaan^ and were considered as rarities in Egypt 
Suspecting too that the money might have been re- 
turned to taem in their former journey through some 
mistake, he directed them to take it back again, as 
well as what was sufficient to pay for their present 
supply of corn. And now, having resolved to bear 
the loss of his children , if it must needs be, with pa* 
tience and resignation, he dismissed them with his 
blessing; beseeching the Almighty to give them fa- 
vour in the sight of the governor, that so all of them, 
and especially Benjaminy might return in safety. 

They set out accordingly upon their journey, and 
bein^ admitted into Joseph s presence, he was charm- 
ed with the dght of his own brother Benjamin, and 
ordered immediate preparations to be made for en- 
tertaining them at dinner. But all this hospitality 
and show of kindness could not quiet their fears, lest 
'some secret mischief should be intended against 
them, on account of the money that was returned 
them ; and so their property might be taken from 
them, and they themselves be made slaves. They 
wished therefore to converse upon the subject with 
Joseph's steward, to whom they fairly related the 
whole transaction ; assuring him that they had no 
other intention in their former journey but to buy 
food; that they were entirely ignorant how the money 
came into their sacks, and had now brought it bac& 
untouched, with more money for another purchase. 
. The steward desired them to be no longer troubled 
upon that account, since he was satisfied in having 
received their money, and its beifog returned must 
be owing to the kindness of Ood towards them. He 
then released Simeon, and having brought them all 
into JosepKs house, they prepared themselves to 
.meet him with decency and humility. 

As soon as Joseph entered, th^y boived themselves 
down before him with the utmost reverence^ and of- 
iered him the present which Jacob had sent Joseph 
having made a particular inquiry after his father* s 
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healthy and being deeply struck with the sight of his 
own brother Benjamin, upon whom he pronounced 
an affectionate and solemn blessings could no longer 
conceal the strong emotions of his mind^ and tliere- 
fore hastened into another room^ in order to give 
full vent to his feelings. But not thinking it a fit 
time to make himself Known to his brethren^ he en- 
deavoured to put on a cheerful countenance, and 
quickly returned into their company. The dinner 
vtras then served up at three different tables; one for 
Joseph^ where he sat alone in great state; another 
for his brethren^ as being strangers ; and a third for 
the Egyptians whom he invited to the entertain- 
mentj but whose peculiar manners and customs did 
not allow them to e4U with people of a diiSferent na- 
tion. It was matter of great astonishment to Jo- 
seph's brethren^ who never expected to receive such 
kind treatment^ and who supposed him ignorant of 
their respective ages, that they shoidd all be placed 
in exact order, the elder before the younger, accord^ 
ing to the time of their birth. And as it was the 
custom in those days for great men to send some of 
the choicest dishes from their own tables to those 
whom they wished to honour, Joseph also paid this 
distinction to his brethren ; and to shew his partia- 
lity to Benjamin, he sent^2;e times as much to him. 
as to any of the others* 

We may in the first place remark from this chap- 
ter, that when once JacoD had determined to part with 
Benjamin, he submitted to the loss with calm re- 
signation and piety* Let this example encourage 
us to bear the severest trials with patience, and to 
resign our dearest hopes to God whenever his will 
requires it. Secondly, we may observe the extreme 
affection of Joseph towards his brethren, which 
neither length of time, nor even the most cruel 
usage, could destroy* Let us learn from it not to 
slacken in our love to those with whom we are closely 
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connected by the ties of blood : and if unhappily it 
be our lot to suffer injuries from them, let us shew 
that we are sincere Christians by returning good for 
evil, and praying heartily /or them who despiteful- 
ly use us and persecute us. 



THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT. . 

lEbenfng ^etbto. 

Genesis xlv. 

In the forty-fourth chapter we are told of the meahs 
which Joseph used to aetain his brethren in Egypt, 
by concealing a silver cup in Benjamin's sack, tor 
which supposed theft Joseph proposed that Benja- 
min should be left behind, and serve him as a slave. 
After this, Judah repeats what they had before told 
Joseph,' of their fether's great partiality to Benjamin, 
of the difficulty, they had to obtain permission to 
bring him with them, and of the solemn promise 
which he himself had made to insure his safe re- 
turn ; and then he offers to become Joseph's bond- 
man in the stead of Benjamin, rather than subject 
his aged father to so heavy a calamity as the loss of 
his favourite son. 

This affecting and eloquent speech wrought up 
Joseph's passion to such a pitch, that he could no 
longer refrain from a plentiful flow of tears, nor de- 
Jay the satisfaction of making himself known to his 
brethren. He therefore dismissed his Egyptian at- 
tendants, and addressing his brethren with the ut- 
most kindness, he anxiously inquired after hisyji/Aer, 
and entreated them not to be alarmed and troubled 
at his presence. And still farther to quiet their 
wounded consciences, and to allay their fears, he 
begged them not to impute blame to themselves for 
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having sold him into Egypt: since the goodness of 
God had converted it into a blessing, by making him 
the happy instrument of preserving their lives^ as 
well as those of many others. And he dwelt upon 
this with the greater earnestness, not only with a view 
of comforting them, and preventing their being an^ 
gry with themselves for their former severe treatment 
of him, but also from the divine assurance he had re- 
ceived, that the famine would continue five years 
longer. The consideration, he told them, ought to 
convince them that the hand of God was to be traced 
throughout the whole transaction; since from the 
circumstance of his being first sold for a slave, and 
then raised to be ruler of the land ofEgypty his pru- 
dence and foresight had prevented the misery wnich 
such a famine might otherwise have produced. Jo- 
seph urged them therefore to lose no time in return- 
ing to his father, to give an account of his being 
made lord o( the country, that he might bring his 
whole family, and stock of cattle, to be freely main- 
tained during the next five years, in the plentiful 
country of Goshen* 

After Joseph had given his father and brethren 
this ailectionate invitation, he embraced them with 
tears of joy, and gave Benjamin in particular the 
warmest marks of his love, and tender regard. And 
when Pharaoh was informed of the arrival of Joseph's 
kindred, he confirmed the invitation of Joseph in 
the fullest manner; desiring him to give immediate 
orders for the conveyance and accommodation of 
his family, to whom ne readily granted the richest 

5 art of the country for their residence. Upon this, 
oseph dismissed his brethren, with a variety of 
rich presents for them and his father; he sent wag* 

fons also to convey their wives and children, and 
nowing but too well the disposition of some of his 
brethren, he gave them a particular charge not to 
have any dispute with one another upon the jour- 
ney^ nor to lay too much blame upon each other. 
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for the cruel usage which he had once suffered a( 
their hands. 

Being arrived in the land of Canaan, they inform- 
ed their father that Joseph was still livings and was 
raised to a post of the ni^hest dignity and power 
over aU Egypt, llie surprise^ occasioned by so un- 
expected a piece of news, ovei'powered for a time 
Jacobus senses, nor could he bring himself to believe 
the fact till he saw the waggons which Joseph had 
sent, for the conveyance of him and his family. 
Being at length fiilly convinced that Joseph was yet 
alive, he expressed himself as having nothing more 
to wish for^ but to see him once again, and then to 
die in peace. 

The principal observation which here presents 
itself is, the great piety in Joseph, in ascribing the 
whole of this wonderful transaction to the providence 
of God: it was this which made him so readily 
forgive the apparent cruelty of his brethren, and 
instead of revenging it, to own, so now it was not 
you that sent me hither', but God. May we learn 
from it, to put the best construction upon every 
thing, and to wait God's sood time in bringing 
good out of evil! Let us also observe the gracious 
providence of God, in thus preserving the posterity 
of faithful Abraham, who were designed to keep 
alive the knowledge of the true God, amidst all the 
idolatries of the heathen nations. 



THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT. 

Exodus hi. 

The lesson for last Sunday evening gave an account 
of the kind manner in which the children of Israel 

• • ' f3 - ' 
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were invited by the king into Egypt. But this fa- 
vourable treatment did not continue long ; for as they 
had increased exceedingly^ in the course of about 
two hundred years, the king of Egypt at that time, 
who was still called Pharaoh, became jealous of 
them, and began to oppress them. At this time 
Moses was born, and was wonderfully preserved by 
God, in order to be the deliverer of bis people. 

The present chapter informs us, that while Moses 
was employed in watching the flock ofhis.father4n^ 
law in the wilderness, he was suddenly struck with 
an extraordinary sight, of the angel of the Lord ap~ 
pearing to him in a bush which was onflre : and ne 
was the more surprised at it, since, notwithstanding 
the bush was all m flames, it did not appear to be 
consumed. His attention however was presently, 
called oflTfrom the flaming bush to the voice of Gocl, 
which issued from it, and commanded him to take off 
his shoes, as a mark of respect and reverence for the 
holy presence of God : a custom, which was afl:er- 
wards observed by the priests while they were 
ministering in the temple. 

And the splendour of the divine appearance was so 
great^ that Moses could not bear to look upon it ; 
but God graciously encouraged him with the as* 
surance, that he was the same Oody who had for* 
merly enteied into covenant with his great ancestors, 
Abraham^ Isaac, and Jacob. Moreover, God told 
him, that he was not ignorant how much his chosen 
people Israel had suffered from the cruelty of the 
■Egyptians; and that he was come to rescue them 
from their oppressors, and to bring them into a land 
of milk and honey, that is, a rich and fruitful country, 
abounding with pastures for flocks, and with sweet 
flowers for bees. God therefore calls upon Moses to 

Suit his employment of a shepherd, to make imme« 
iate application to Pharaoh tor the release of the Is- 
raelites, and to take upon himself the charge of con- 
ducting them out of Egypt^ When Moses would 
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modestly have declined engaging in a service, for 
which he thought himself so ill qualified^ God was 
pleased to encourage him by the promise of his 
special protection; and he assured him^ that^ besides 
the other proofs of his acting by a divine power^ 
one noted token of it should be this: that mount 
Sinai, the very spot where Moses then was, should 
hereailer be appointed for the place where the 
Israelites should worship God. 

Upon this assurance, Moses ventured to ask God, 
by what name he would choose to be described to 
the children of Israel, in order to gain their confi- 
dence, and to establish his own authority. In an- 
swer to this, God bids him tell them, that he was 
sent by him, whose name is, I AM, that is, Jehovah' 
the eternal God, who was the peculiar God of their 
forefatherjSy and would continue to be theirs to all ge- 
nerations. Inform them therefore, saith the Lord,- 
that I am determined to deliver them from the (zfflic^ 
tions which they have so long endured in Egypt, 
and to bring them into the good land which I have 
promised. As they will readily obey thy instruc- 
tions, thou shalt go with the principal people among 
them, to request Pharaoh^s permission for them to 
leave Egypt for a few days, in order that they may 
worship their God in the manner which he hath ap- 
pointed. Nevertheless, I am convinced, saith God> 
that the haVdness of Pharaoh's heart will not suffer 
you to so, unless by means of violent measures; so 
that I snail be obliged to give miraculous proofs of 
my power, in a variety of instances, before he will 
jdeld to your departure. And I will dispose the 
Egyptians to be favourable to my people, so that 
they shall not send them away empty: but as they 
have been evil entreated by many of the Egyptians^ 
and as all things are at my disposal^ who am the so- 
vereign Lord, and Governor of the world, they shall 
now m some measure repay themselves for the mise- 
ries they have suffered; and the Egyptians shall be 
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in such haste to send them out of their country^ that 
they will readily furnish them with whatever valuable 
things they ask for. 

Upon this chapter we may make two observations : 
first, upon God's faithful regard to his promises, in 
noticing the sufferings of his people, and providing 
for their release from captivity : this may teach us 
not to let go our dependance upon God, even in our 
greatest afflictions. Secondly, we may remark the 
modesty and humility of Moses, who wished to de- 
cline taking upon himself so arduous an office as the 
conducting and governing a numerous people: from 
this we may learn, not to be hasty in undertaking to 
execute a matter of great consequence, unless we can 
be sure that we are fit for it, and are determined to 
make the will and word of God our rule and guide 
in the management of it 



THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT, 

Exodus v. 

In the lesson which has been read this Evening, we 
are told, that Moses, accompanied by Aaron, deli- 
vered Pharaoh the message which God commanded ; 
requiring him to permit the Israelites to go into the 
wilderness for the purpose of a solemn sacrifice, the. 
neglect of which, says Moses, might make tnem suf- 
fer the effects of the divine displeasure. But Pha- 
raoh, who never intended to part with the Israelites, 
and who unhappily was isnorant of the true God^ 
positively refused to comply with this request, or to 
acknowledge God's power ; and he blamed Moses 
and Aaron for encouraging the people to relax from 
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their daily labours, under a pretence of devotion • 
especially^ since idleness mignt induce them, from 
their being so numerous, to be guilty of mischief. In 
conse(][uence of this he issued orders to those whose 
office it was to set the people to work, that in future 
they should not be supplied with straw for burning 
bricks^ but should seek xi^themselves. Nevertheless, 
says the hard-hearted king, their tasks shall in no re- 
spect be lessened ; for it \^ mere idleness which makes 
them set their minds upon these vain conceits. 

Pharaoh's orders were but too well executed by 
the task-masters; who pressed the people to deliver 
in the same quantity of bricks as wnen they had 
straw given them; and some of the Israelites, who 
acted as overseers over their brethren, were pu- 
nished for the deficiency in their daily tasks. This 
severe treatment induced the overseers to make 
complaint to Pharaoh himself; but they were un- 
able to obtain redress, as he laid all the blame 
upon their idleness, and insisted upon his former 
orders being strictly obeyed. As Pharaoh cruelly 
refused to release the people from their burdens, 
the overseers addressed themselves to Moses and 
Aaron, whom they accused of bringing them into 
this wretched state, and of making them odious 
in the sight of the Egyptians. Moses was so much 
aflected by these complaints, that he could not 
restrain his impatience under them; and not having 
sufficient faith in the divine promise, of delivering 
the Israelites, he was ready to blame God for send- 
ing him upon an errand, that hitherto had produced 
no good effect 

We may remark-here, in the first place, the extreme 
injustice of Pharaoh, not only in preventing the Israel- 
ites from perfi>rming their religious duties, but in re- 
quiring from them Uieir full portion of labour, while 
be denied them the means of executing it. Secondly, 
we may observe the ingratitude of the people in im- 
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puting to Moses the increase of misery winch they 
suffered ; and also the want of patience in Moses him<* 
self, who, notwithstanding the warnings God had 
given him of Pharaoh's obstinacy, was unwilling to 
trust God for the performance of his word. 



THE SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE EASTER^ 

iWorning Jbetbto, 

Exodus ix. 

The Lord having empowered Moses to inflict various 
plagues upon Pharaoh and the land of Eg3rpt, and 
Pharaoh still continuing obstinately bent upon keep- 
ing the Israelites in bondage, Moses was commanded 
to go to him with another message, and upon his 
refusal ^oZe^^^^^op/^ go, to threaten himwith send- 
ing a grievous distemper upon all the cattle in that 
country. This threat was immediately put in execu- 
tion ; and to make it still clearer that it came from the 
hand of God, the cattle of the children of Israel, 
though mixed with those ot the Egyptians^ remained 
free from the distemper, in the midst of the multitudes 
that died around them. This severe plague instead 
of making Pharaoh relent, served only to harden 
him still more. Whereupon Moses was commanded 
to make another trial to overcome his obstinacy, b^ 
working ^ signal miracle in his presence. Having 
only thrown up some ashes into the air, the efiect af 
it instantly appeared in a loathsome distemper break' 
ing out upon all the Egyptians y attended wtthUdzVs 
and inflammations. And it seized them so violently; 
that even the magicians , or cunning men, whom 
God had before permitted to imitate tM miracles of 
Moses, were themselves attacked by it, and no more 
dared to appear before looses. 
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' Notwithstanding all these proofs of the divine 
power, the obstinacy of Fharaon still continued; for 
the Lord hardened his hearty that is, he was so 
entirely unmoved by all these miracles, and was 
so determined not to comply witli the divine injunc- 
tions^ that God justly gave him up to his own heaill's 
lustSj and denied him any further means of convic- 
tion. God vouchsafes however to send him ano* 
ther message, threatening still severer plasties, 
and to cut him and his veople off by a pestilence. 
God declares also, that ne nad hitherto oreserved 
Pharaoh alive, on purpose to destroy liim in a 
more remarkable manner, and thereby to display 
his power to all the world. And he declares his 
intention still farther to punish his obstinacy by 
a tremendous storm of ^eV, which Moses was ac* 
cordingly commissioned to inflict the next day ; and 
80 dreadful were its efiects, that not only the greatest 
part of the trees and plants, but many living creatures 
also were destroyed by it. Some of the Egyptians! 
indeed, who began to be convinced of the divine 
power, took the proper means to escape from the 
lury of die storm^ and found safety in their caution. 
In the land ofQoshen too, where the Israelites lived, 
they were entirely free from this storm: so gracious 
a distinction was God pleased to make between his 
chosen people and their oppressors. Neither were 
all the crops of com in Egvpt destroyed; for wheat 
and rye, being sown late m that country, were not 
much injured ; while the fiax and barley , which 
were nearly ripe, were entirely cut off. 

This dreadtul storm, and the thunder which ac« 
companied it, seemed to make some impression upon 
Pliaraoh, who, during the instant of his fright, was 
willing to acknowledge the justice of God, and his 
awn wickedness, in the hope of being delivered from 
the present evil. Accordingly Moses, though he 
was fully convinced that the effect upon Pharaoh 
would be merely transient^ besought the Lord thut 
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the storm might cease; immediately upon which 
Pharaoh^s pretended repentance suddenly vanished, 
and he was more confirmed in bis obstinate resolu- 
tion of detaining fAe children of Israel. 

The principal reflection to be drawn from this 
chapter, is on the obstinacy of Pharaoh, whose heart 
was not softened by all the mirades and long« 
sufierine of God. Let us beware, from this example, 
how we harden our hearts against the convictions of 
conscience; since it will make our return to God 
more and more difficult. And whenever he sees fit 
to punish our sins by any temporal afflictions, let us 
acknowledge his justice, repent of our misdoings, 
and be douoly cautious of relapsing into them when 
the punshment is withdrawn. 



THE SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE EASTER. 

Exodus x. 

Although Grod had now justly given up Pharaoh to 
a reprobate mind, he still repeats his messages to him^ 
in order to have a further opportunity of shewing 
forth his mighty power by signs and wonders, and 
that the posterity of the cuildren of Israel might re^ 
oeive instruction from them. Moses was therefore 
commanded to threaten him with another plague, that 
of the locusts^ which, as well for their numbers as for 
the mischief they should do, would exceed every 
thing, of the kind that had been seen before in Egypt. 
When Moses had left Pharaoh, his courtiers en« 
treated him to alter his resolution and to consider 
what dreadful calamities had been already inflicted 
npon their ruined country. Upon this, he seemed 
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inclined to relent so far as to permit the men among 
the Israelites to take the journey they had desired ; 
but upon beins informed by Moses that the whole 
nation of Israel^ young and old, male and female, 
together with all their cattle^ were required to go, 
his anger could not be restrained^ and threatening 
them severelyf he ordered them to be driven from 
his presence. 

Moses therefore^ in obedience to the command of 
God, stretched out his hand with the rod in it ; and 
the continuance of an easterly wind for twenty-four 
hours brought such an immense swarm of locusts, 
that they covered the whole country, and devoured 
every green thing which the hail had left. Pharaoh 
now seemed more alarmed than at any former time, 
and with an appearance of sorrow and humility^ ear- 
nestly entreated to be delivered from this dreadful 
scourge ; and so merciful was God in the midst of 
his anger, that, upon the intercession of Moses, a 
sudden change of the wind drove them back again 
towards the East, and swept them into the red sea. 

The pretended repentance of Pharaoh lasted no 
longer than the removal of the plague; so that the 
Lord left him to follow the bent of his own wicked 
heart, and in order to terrify him still farther, he 
covered the whole country with such a thick and 
clammy mist, as filled the Egyptians with terror; 
since, during the space of three days, they were ut- 
terly unable to see one another, or to find their way 
about. And what rendered it still more remark- 
able, the children of Israel felt none of this cala- 
mity, and had not the least want of light. This 
dismal state of darkness having again filled the 
heart of Pharaoh with terror, he made an offer of 
letting the Israelites go, provided they left their 
cattle behind; but Moses insisted upon taking with 
them their whole stock, not knowing what quantity 
might be wanted for sacrificing, tul they arrived 
in the wilderness* This opposition to his will again 
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roiised the obstinacy of Pharaoh, who sent away 
Moses in great haste, threatening him with death if 
he dared to come again into his presence, a pro- 
hibition which Moses assured him he should most 
readily comply with. 

In our observations upon this chapter, we may re^ 
mark the effect that present sufferings had upon rhaL^ 
raoh, who, during the impression of them, appeared 
humble and penitent Such is too often the case with 
ivicked and hardened sinners, who, when the calamity 
ceases, quickly forget all their vows and promises^ 
and thus run headlong to their own destruction. May 
we all learn from it to repent in time, lest God shouia 
give us over to a reprobate mind, and we finally bei 
come hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. '• 



EASTER SUNDAY. 

Exodus xii. 

The eleventh chapter having foretold the destruction 
of the first-bom, which was the last of the plagues 
inflicted upon the Egyptians, we come now to the 
actual execution of that sentence by the destroying 
fingel, the institution of the passover as a. memo- 
rial of it, and the departure of the Israelites out of 
Egypt.' ' • 

As so great a change was about to take place in 
the state of the Israelites, God thought fit to make a 
change in what they reckoned the beginning of the 
year; so that the present month y which used to be 
reckoned the seventh, was hereafter to be the first 
month of the year to them. And now Moses and 
Aaron are commanded ^t43 publish to all the people 
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t)r Israel the law which God was pleased to ordain 
respecting the ordinance of the passoven In the 
first place every householder, according to the num^ 
her of persons of which his Aott«eAo/a consisted, is 
ordered to take a young lamb or kid, perfectly free 
from blemish, and to keep it up four days. And in 
order that every person may partake of the lamb^ 
and that the whole of it may be consumed, the inha* 
bitants of one or more houses are directed, accord- 
ing to their numbers, to unite together for that pur- 
pose. After the lamb has been kept apart four days^ 
it must be killed in the eveningm the presence of all 
the people; the blood of it bemg sprinkled upon the 
door-posts and upon the lintels of every house. Iii 
the night of that same evening the whole lamb must 
be eaten up, with every thing that belongs to it; and 
in order to avoid the practice of the heathens in their 
bloody sacrifices, it must not be boiled with water, 
much less must it be eaten raw, but roast withjftre: 
bitter herbs too and unleavened bread shailheeaLten 
with it, in remembrance of the bitter and heavy af- 
flictions endured in Egypt. If by accident any part 
of the lamb was not entirely eaten up, the remnant 
must be consumed vfiihfire, lest it be applied to pro- 
fane purposes. In addition to all this, other circum- 
stances are mentioned, which were to accompany this 
sacred ordinance ; such as, their fastening tneir gar- 
ments close about them, and having their shoes and 
staj^ ready, like travellers in haste to set out upon 
their journey. 

Moreover, saith the Lord, this holy feast, which I 
now appoint, as a memorial of your redemption from 
bondage, and of the destruction of the Egyptians, 
shall be called the Lord's passover; because, when I 
see the blood of the lamb sprinkled upon your doors, 
I will pass over, and spare you from the vengeance 
which I shall execute upon all their first-bom, and 
upon their false gods. And in order, to preserve 
fresh in your minds the remembrance of this great 
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deliverance^ this feast shall in after times be cele« 
brated by you every year; and the ordinance re- 
specting unleavened bread shall be in force during 
seven aat/s, and shall be so strictly observed^ that 
whoever transgresses it shall be severely punished. 
And the jf^r^^ and last of these seven days shall al- 
ways be observed with the same holy rest as the sab- 
bath-day^ since upon the first day I shall deliver you 
from bondage^ and on the seventh I shall destroy 
Pharaoh and his host in the red sea. 

Moses having received all these commands from 
God, delivered them to the Israelites^ strictly enjoin- 
ing their observance of them^ and forbidding diem 
to leave their houses till the morning after the pass- 
over^ that they might be sure to be under the pro* 
tection of the blood of the lamb. And he charged 
them never to omit this holy ordinance, when they 
should come to the promised land; but to breed up 
their children in the observance of it, and to explain 
to them the meaning of its institution. To all this 
the people gave their assent, and complied exactly 
with every thing that the Lord had commanded 
Moses. 

In the middle of that very night, the threatening 
of the Lord by Moses was put m execution, by the 
slaughter of all the Jirst-born both of men and c€Utle 
throughout all Egvpt. This dreadful calamity at 
length awakened Pharaoh's fears for himself and his 
whole kingdom, lest they should all be destroyed. 
And such were his apprehensions, that he not only 
granted every thing which the Israelites had de- 
manded, but even entreated them to quit the country 
instantly, with the whole of their femilies, and aU 
their substance. The Egyptians too were in so 
much haste to get rid of them, that the Israelite? 
had not time to finish the dough they were making, 
but were obliged to carry it away with them in its 
unleavened state. And in obedience to the express 
command of God, who is the sovereign lord of the 
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universe^ they procured from the Egyptians jewels, 
and other valuable things^ which they carried away 
as a kind o{ spoils and which might well be con* 
sidered as a small recompence for the hard slavery 
they had endured. 

Now as God had blessed the Israelites with a vast 
increase during their abode in Egypt^ the whole 
number of them, when they left it^ was exceeding 
ereat: and they were accompanied by many others 
besides the descendants of Jacob, and by large herds 
of cattle. Beine compelled to leave Egypt in such 
haste that they had put no leaven to their dough, 
they now began to keep the feast of unleavened 
bread as the Lord had commanded. And the whole 
time of the Israelites* sojourning in a strange land^ 
great part of which they spent in Egypt, including 
also Jacob's abode there^ and reckonmg from Abra- 
ham's first going into Canaan; this whole time 
amounted to/bur hundred and thirty years; exactly 
at the end of which complete time God delivered 
them from bondage^ and appointed the memorial of 
that special deliverance to be ever after religiously 
observed. 

After this^ there follow some directions concerning 
the passover, which was not allowed to be eaten by 
any stranger or hireling, who did not conform to the 
Jewish reSeion by submitting to be circumcised. It 
was ordered also that no part of it should be carried 
from one house to another^ but that it should be aU 
eaten under one roof; neither were they permitted 
to break SL bone of iU 

How wonderfully do the power and goodness of 
God appear in this deliverance of the Israelites! and 
how fitting was it that their descendants throughout 
all ages snould keep up a perpetual remembrance of 
it! But to us Christians it is of still greater import- 
ance, to observe the striking resemblance between 
the lamb slain at the passover^ and our Saviour 
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Qhrist who was the true paschal lamh. As the lamb- 
was to be without blemish ^ so was the Saviour of the 
world a truly spotless offering. As the feast of the 
passover was not^ like that of other sacrifices^ con-: 
fined to the priests alone^ but was eaten by all the 
people; so Christ ofifered himgelf as a sacrifice for 
all mankind ; so^ when they brake the legs of those' 
who were crucified with Jesus^ yet they brake not. 
his bones. And lastly^ as the blood of the lamb was 
the appointed mark of salvation to the Israelites 
from the destroying angel; so^ and much more^ 
(|oes the innocent blood of our great Redeemer de<- 
liver those from death who put their hope and trust 
in him. 



EASTER SUNDAY. 

lEbtnirifi Sbcrbfce. 

Exodus xiv. 

The Israelites, being driven out of Egypt in great 
haste by the Egyptians, were now travelling towards 
the mountain of Horeb, when Moses was commanded 
by God to alter their course, and to lead them di- 
rectly to the red sea. And this was the reason, 
which God was pleased to give for the alteration; 
that Pharaoh might thereby be led to suppose they, 
had lost their way, and that their being entangled in 
the narrow passes in the wilderness, might induce 
him to follow them; and so his obstinacy might at 
length bring upon him that fin&l punishment, which 
God bad determined to inflict When Pharaoh was 
informed how the Israelites were situated, he and his 
people quickly forgot how grievously they themselves 
nad sufirered; and, repentmg that they had now lost 
the service of the Israelites, they determined to lose 
HP time, in following them with all the armed force 
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tfi6y could muster. And the Lord^ being justly pro- 
yoked at this daring malice and obstinacy^ suffered 
Pharaoh to bring upon himself the destruction he 
deserved in following his own wicked inclinations ; 
and as the Israelites boldly continued their march^ he 
pursued them to the sea shore. 
' When the Israelites saw their enemy so near, they 
quickly lost their courage, and confidence, ungrate-* 
fully accusing Moses of seeking their death by bring- 
ing them out of Egypt; and, like cowards, preferring 
slavery to the rising their lives by fighting for liber- 
ty. Moses, instead of chiding their ingratitude, en- 
deavoured to raise their spirits by the assurance^ 
that God was still on tlieir side, that they had nothing 
to do but to remain quiet, and that his Almighty 
power would .soon deliver them entirely from their 
Egyptian enemies. Upon this, the Lord command- 
e^moses, ihstead of continuing his prayers for assist- 
ance, to stretch out his rod to divide the sea, which 
would afibrd a safe passage to the Israelites, and 
would complete the just judgments of God by the 
destruction of Pharaoh and his mighty host. 

And now the guardian angels, which hitherto had 
gone before them as guides, removed behind them, in 
order that they might be separated from the Egyp» 
tians; and that the cloud, which contained these 
divine messengers, might by it^ dark side conceal the 
Israelites from their enemies, while they themselves 
were enlightened by the bright side of it. During 
the darkness of the night, which prevented the Israel- 
ites from being attacked by surprise, God was 
pleased to make use of a violent wind, which, by 
driving the waters on a heap, like a high wall on 
each side, made a dry passage through the midst of 
the sea. As the Israelites boldly ventured upon 
this miraculous road, the Egyptians madly followed 
aitef ; ^ut their pursuit was soon checked by the 
hindrances which God put in their way, their cnariot 
M^heels hemg broken of}^ and they themselves so 
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dismayed and confounded^ that^ acknowledging the 
superiority of the divine power, they turned hack 
in hopes of escaping to the shore. At this interval 
the cnildren of Israel being safely landed, Moses 
was again directed to stretch his hand over 
the seay which, returning to its former piace, over- 
whelmed Pharaoh and his whole army, so that not 
one of them was saved. Thv^ did the mighty 
power of God appear, in enabling his chosen people 
to £0 through the midst of the sea as upon dry landy 
and in utterly destroying their enemies. So signal 
an instance of mercy and vengeance made a pre- 
sent strong impression upon the hearts of the Israel- 
ites, who readily acknowledged the power and good- 
ness of Gx)d in fulfilling the promises which he had 
made to them by his servant Moses. 

The two principal reflections to be made upon this 
chapter are these: the extreme infatuation of Pha- 
raoh, and the impatient murmurings of the Israelites. 
Let us learn from the former to beware how we fall 
into a habit of sinning, lest our hearts become har- 
dened, and we obstinately rush on to our own destruc- 
tion. And from the impatient murmurings of the Is- 
raelites, let us learn not to distrust the promises of 
God, but to wait patiently till he sees fit to deliver 
us from our distresses. 



THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 

Numbers xvl 

Wb have here an account of certain men, chiefs 
among the Levites, who rebelled against the autho- 
rity of Moses and Aaron. The ground of the com* 
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Elaint appears to have been this : that the priest- 
ood being confined to the family of Aaron, and the 
Levites being appointed to assist and minister to the 
priests^ a large party of these discontented Levites, 
and others who were men of consequence in their 
several tribes, conceived a violent jealousy against 
Moses and Aaron, upon account of the high offices 
which God had been pleased to confer upon them. 
And so conceited were these men with the high 
opinion of their own merit, that they not only mur 
mured against the divine appointment, but openly 
asserted that they and all the people were equally 
holy, and entitled to this high distinction. 

Upon the first news of these rebellious murmur^ 
ings, Moses humbly besought God, as well for his 
direction how to proceed, as to avert his anger on 
account of them. And then, addressing himself to 
Korah and his seditious companions, he told them, 
that, as they aspired to the office of priests, a trial 
might be made on the morrow, by their performing 
that sacred office in burning incense ; and that the 
event would prove, who they were whom God had 
appointed to oe his peculiar ministers. He also re- 
minded them of their ingratitude to God, in being 
dissatisfied with the service of the tabernacle, on 
account of which they were separated from their 
brethren,, and in seeking the priesthood also, to 
which they could not have any claim. 

After this Moses sent a message to some of the 
chief conspirators, requiring them to appear before 
him. They not only refused to obey his summons, 
but in an insolent manner denied his authority over 
them, accusing him also of blinding and deceiving 
the people, by promising to lead them into a rich 
and fruitful country, and then sufl^ringthem to starve 
in a desert. Moses, being justly provoked at the 
falsehood of this charge, entreated God to reject 
the offering they yfere going to present to him: 
and he solemnly appealed to Him for his innocence 
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and integrity^ ever since he had been appointed their 
governor. 

And now this rebellious company proceeded to 
make trial of the divine approbation in their favour^ 
by exercising the office oi the priests in burning in- 
cense f which was performed in brazen plates^ called 
censers. Aaron also^ who was the true high priest^ 
attended in his place, together with these false pre- 
tenders to sanctity. And Korah brought together a 
very large number oflhe Israelites to be spectators of 
this trial ; which had scarce begun to take place, 
when God was pleased to manifest himself in a glo* 
riotis appearance, from whence issued a voice, threat- 
ening instant destruction to these impious wretches, 
and commanding Moses and Aaron immediately to 
separate themselves from them. Great as this of- 
fence was, Moses and Aaron ventured to intercede 
with God in behalf of a deluded people, many of 
whom had only come to gratify their curiosity, and 
others had been led to partake in the crime by the 
wicked influence of Korah. They entreated them 
therefore, by orders from God, immediately to leave 
this wicked company, lest they should be involved in 
the dreadful punishment which the divine vengeance 
was going to inflict 

As soon as the great body of the people had se- 
parated themselves from the rebels, who with their 
families continued to stand boldly at the door of their 
tents, Moses addressed himself to the whole congre- 
gation of Israel, assuring them that they should now 
have the fullest proof of his having acted by the di- 
vine authoritv, both in his conduct as their gover- 
nor, and in his appointing Aaron and his family to 
the priesthood. The proof to which he appealed 
for having constantly acted by the divine autnority, 
was this : if these rebels should die a natural death, 
he was willing to be looked upon as an impostor; 
but if God should see fit to confirm his authority by 
a miracle, and cause them to he^mdlowed up alive- 
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then it would plainly appear that they had brought 
their ruin upon themselves. He had scarcely finish* 
ed speaking, when the ground^ upon which the re- 
bels stood^ suddenly gave way, and forming a horrid 
pity they and every thing belonging to them were 
mstantly buried in it^ and then the earth became 
firm as before. The spectators of this awful sight, 
who were conscious also of their own guilt in a variety 
of instances, were greatly terrified at this signal 
punishment, as well as that which God inflicted by 
fire from heaven upon those two hundred and fifty 
men, who rashly presumed to take upon themselves 
the office of priests without the divine appointment 
After the dreadful punishment of these sinners, the 
Jjord gave orders that the sacred Jire, which they 
bad used in burning incense, should be scattered 
about at a distance, to shew that he abhorred their 
ofi^ing; and that the brazen censers, which were 
hallowed, should be made use of as broad plates to 
cover the altar. The intention of this was constantly 
to remind the Israelites, that no person whatever, 
except the family of Aaron, should presume to 
execute the office of a priest in the sanctuary. 
, Notwithstanding the dreadful example which had 
just been made of these rebels, a violent spirit of 
discontent and rebellion shewed itself, the very next 
day, amongst the greatest part of the people, against 
the authority of Moses and Aaron, whom they ac- 
cused as the cause of their brethren's death. And 
when Moses and Aaron went to the sanctuary, as 
well for security as for directions from God, they were 
warned by the divine voice to separate themselves in- 
stantly from this wicked people who had incurred the 
vengeance of heaven. And Moses, being fully sen- 
sible of the heinous sin of which the people were 
guilty, directed Aaron to lose no time in making an 
atonement for them, in order that, if possible, the 
wrath of God niight be stayed. Aaron therefore im- 
mediately made use of the means appointed for that 

62 
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purpose, by burning incense before the Lord; butthd 
plague, with which God severely punished their 
rebellious spirit, had already destroyed several 
thousand of them. The further progress of it was 
stopt by the timely intercession of Aaron, to whom 
God was pleased to give this additional proof of the 
eminent authority to which he was raised by the 
divine appointment 

This chapter affords a dismal example of the con- 
sequences which attend resistance to God's autho* 
rity. It gives us also a melancholy proof of the per- 
verseness of the Israelites, whose discontented mur*» 
murings were not subdued by the severe judgment 
so openly inflicted upon their brethren. How dif-« 
ferent was the behaviour of Moses and Aaron ! who, 
though themselves the objects of their envy, repeat* 
edly interceded with God for them. Let us learn 
from hence to pity and pray for those who injure us; 
and let us resolve strictly to obey all God's laws, 
and to reverence those governors, both in church and 
state, whom his providence has been pleased to set 
over us. The Israelites were punished with tempo- 
ral death ; but a severer punishment awaits those, 
who under the clear light oi the Gospel trample upon 
God's laws. 



THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EASTER, 

Numbers xxii. 

The^ children of Israel having, according to God's 
directions, begun the conquest of Canaan, came near 
the land of the Moabites. And Balak, the king of 
that country, who had heard of their victories over 
the Amorites, was greatly distressed, lest his king- 
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dom should also become a prey to them ; which might 
easily be the case^ since tiieir great numbers would 
enable them to swallow it up, as quickly as grass is 
licked up by an ox. It must here be observed^ that 
in those early ages of the world, the prophets of the 
Lord being inspired with the knowledge of future 
events, false prophets also arose, who, by means of 
charms and enchantments, pretended to possess the 
like power. God was pleased too, for wise purposes, 
sometimes to sufier these pretended prophets to fore- 
tel things which actually came to pass. In the pre- 
sent instance it seems probable, that Balaam had 
formerly been favoured with actual revelations from 
Gbd, but that his covetous disposition had since 
perverted him to the practice of vile superstition, 
and to a communication with evil spirits. 

And Balaky as was said^ being greatly alarmed^ 
and having communicated his fears to his near 
neighbours the Midianitesy they sent joint messen- 

Sers to Balaam, who had obtained the character of a 
iviner or cunning man ; informing him of their dis- 
tress, and requesting him to make use of his art, 
that by means of his curses, and their own sword, 
they might be able to drive these new enemies out 
of their land* When the messengers were arrived 
and had delivered their presents to Balaam, he 
delayed giving them an answer till he could have 
time to consult the will of the Lord. And in the night 
Cfod appeared to him in a dream, questioning him 
concermng the message be had received, and 
positively forbidding him to go to Balak, or to curse 
the people of Israel, whom he himself had blessed. 
Balaam therefore having sent Balak this reason 
for his refusal to comply with his message, Balak 
immediately dispatched to him some more honour- 
able messengers, pressing him to come with great 
earnestness, and tempting him by the offer of great 
and splendid rewards. It was probably the secret 
wish of Balaam to comply with their request ; but 
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feeling a contrary impulse upon his mind, he assured 
them that no treasures, how great soever, should 
prevail upon him to act contrary to the divine di- 
rections. In the night God appeared to him a se^ 
cond time, and gave him leave to accompany the 
messengers, but with this special injunction, tliat he 
should strictly conform to his orders in every thing. 

It may seem extraordinary that God, who knew 
the evil inclinations of Balaam's heart, should again 
reveal himself to him, and after his former prohibition 
should at last consent to his accepting the invitation 
of Balak. The reason appears to be this: that God 
thought him a fit instrument to foretel the future 
glory and happiness of the Israelites, and therefore 
at this time over- ruled the bent of his mind, and 
endued him also with a true prophetic spirit It is 
plain however that God was displeased at his eager- 
ness to take the journey, after he had once forbiddejQ 
it; and it is too probable, that the riches and honors, 
which were offered him, had no small influence upon 
him, however he might pretend the contrary. 

On the morrow Balaam set out; and God shewed 
his displeasure against him in a very extraordinary 
manner, by sending an angel with a drawn stvora 
to stop him in a narrow part of the road. Balaam, 
being intent upon his errand, did not perceive 
the angel, but the ass upon which he rode was 
greatly terrified at the sight, at one time starting 
out of the road, then crtishing Balaam*s foot 
against the waLly and at last failing down under, 
htm. BalaanCs anger being moved, be beat her 
violently each time; upon which God wa3 pleased 
to endue the ass with the gift of speech, and she 
complained bitterly of Balaam's treatment of her, 
especially as she nad ever been accustomed to 
carry him safely. Upon this God permitted Balaam 
also to see the angd, who reproached him with his 
cruelty to the beast, and told him plainly, that he was 
sent on purpose to check his pierverse behaviour^ 
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:and that he owed his life to the caution of the ass ii> 
turning aside and stopping. BcUaam, seeming 
to feel this severe rebuke, o^red to turn back; but 
the angel confirmed the permission which God had 
given him to proceed on his journey, adding also 
the same strict orders for bim to speak nothing but 
what God should dictate to him. 

When he was now arrived on the borders o/MoaA, 
Balak met him upon the road, and complained of his 
refusal to come to him upon his first pressing message, 
as if he were not able to give him an ample reward. 
BaJUmm excused himself by his inability, even now^ to 
serve him in any thing that might oppose the decrees 
of God. Nevertheless this did not discourage Balak 
from taking him into his principal cit^, where he cele- 
brated his arrival by splendia sacrifices. And on 
the next day he conducted him to some of those 
high places^ where they worshipped the God Baal; 
and wnich, from their lofty situation, might give him 
an opportunity of seeing the great body of the Is- 
raelites, who were encamped in the plain below. 

The chief thing that we should learn from this 
chapteris, to be extremely cautioushow we act against 
the conviction of conscience, andthepositive command 
of God. When once we are assured of his will, we 
should resolve steadily to follow it, and never suffer 
any other consideration to make us swerve from our 
duty. God forbids Balaam to go to Balak, but his 
covetous disposition will not let him rest till he obtain 
leave to take the journey. How many do we daily 
see, who being convinced of their duty, and pretend- 
ing to reverence the laws of God, are constantly seek- 
ing opportunities to break them ! When we know 
wnat IS right, and will not follow it, we must not ex- 
pect that God will force our compliance, or work a 
miracle for our further conviction. liCt us beware of 
following the example of those who, having set out in 
the right path,, are led away, like Balaam, by their 
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love for the wages of unrighteousness. And let us 
remember the awful words of St. Peter upon this 
subject: it had been better for them not to have 
known the way of righteousness^ than^ after they 
have known it, to turn from the holy command' 
ment delivered unto them. 



THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 

NCTMBERS XXIIt. XXIV. 

In the last chapter we have an account of Balaam's 
journey into Moab^ when he was requested by Balak 
to come into that country, in order to pronounce a 
curse upon the children of Israel, the whole body of 
whom were encamped in that neighbourhood, to the 
great terror of Balak and the Moabites. When the 
preparations for the sacrifices were completed, Balak 
and Balaam made each their several burnt-offerings, 
Balak's probably was offered to his God Baal, and 
Balaam's to the Lord; whose will he seemed de- 
sirous of consulting upon this occasion, and who 
was pleased, as was observed upon the former chap-* 
ter, to make him an instrument to foretell the future 
happiness and glory of his people Israel. 

Balaam then having retired from the place of sa- 
crificing, in order to receive instructions from God, 
returned to Balak, and addressed him in a kind of 
parable or prophetic speech, shewing the utter im- 
possibility oi cursing those whom God had blessed. 
He foretells also, that the Israelites shall remain a 
peculiar jpeopfe, not being intermixed with other ;}a- 
tions; ^'iiich eminently came to pass, and is in great 
measure the case at this very day. He takes occa- 
sion^ from the high situation of the rocks on which 
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he stood to speak of their immense numberSy couvt- 
^.9 like d^t^^^ or sand^ both in respect to their pre- 
sent and future condition. And being impressed 
with a strong sense of their freedom froni idolatry, 
and their fidelity to the worship of God, in compari- 
son of any other nation, he expresses a wish, that his 
decdh or last end might be attended with the same 
happy circumstances as that of the righteous aLxnong 
them. 

Although Balaam, upon his first coming to Balak, 
had given him notice of the necessity he was under 
to say nothing but what was revealed to him by God, 
a speech so contrary to his wishes was highly dis- 
pleasing to that king. Nevertheless, conceiving that 
the spot where they were was unfavourable for his 
purpose, or that Balaam might be over-awed by the 
vast multitude of the Israelites, he wished him to 
make trial of another place, where he could only see 
apart of their camp; noping that by this means Ba- 
laam might be induced to comply with his desires. 
The same ceremonies of sacrificing being repeated, 
and Balaam having again made application to the 
Lord, he continued his prophetic speech in a bolder 
and more poetic strain. The substance of his speech 
was to this purpose: that the unchangeable nature 
of Grod rendered it useless to suppose he would alter 
his decrees — that the steadiness of the Israelites in 
worshipping the true God, secured them his favour 
and protection, and therefore under such a divine 
leader and king, they must be victorious — that the 
miracles, which God had already wrought in their 
favour, were a proof that their strength and power 
were not to be subdued — that upon this account no 
arts of sorcery or enchantment could take place 
against them; and that their conquests over their 
enemies should be as complete as that of a lion over 
thejprey which he has slain. 

This direct prophecy of 6fe«5iW* mstead of curses 
upon the Israelites, made Balak ror a moment repent 
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of his application to Balaam. But stilly having hig 
mind filled with superstitious fancies^ he did not 
despair of gaining his end by the choice of a more 
lucky spot. He therefore took Balaam to another 
high place^ dedicated in a peculiar manner to his 
god Baal. When the accustomed sacrifices were 
ended, Balaam, having found by experience that 
God was determined to make use of' his mouth for 
pronouncing blessings upon the Israelites, no longer 
had recourse to those enchantments, and curious 
arts, by which he had hoped to compass his designs. 
But feeling vnthin himself, that the Spirit of God 
had taken possession of his mind, he begins by de- 
scribing himself as a man favoured with divine re- 
velations, which God had been pleased to make 
known to him in a plain vision while he was awake. 
Then, beholding the regular and beautiful order in 
which the tents of the Israelites were placed, he 
compares their prosperous state to well watered 
valleys, where the trees flourish abundantly, those 
kinds especially, whose sweet-smelling fragrance was 
a fit emblem of the fame and reputation which should 
be spread abroad among other nations concerning 
God's people. And as rain was always considered 
as one of the greatest blessings in that dry, rocky 
country, he represents Grod sls pouring it upon them 
plenteously, and thereby rendering both them and 
their countiy flourishing and powerful. So power-, 
ful indeed snould they become, that even Agag, the 
king of the Amalekites, should not be able to stand 
before them, nor any of the nations of Canaan : and 
when they had taken possession of that land, they 
would be so firmly settled there, that none should be 
bold enough to attack them, any more than they, 
would dare to rouse a sleeping lion» Balaam con- 
cludes his speech by pronouncing a blessing upon 
their friends as well as them, ana a curse upon all 
their enemies. 

And now Balak's rage burst out with great vio- . 
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lencie against Balaam^ who had acted directly con- 
trary to his desires. He warned him therefore to 
hasten back to his own country, since his perverse 
behaviour deprived him of all claim to those riches 
and honours which he had intended to bestow upon 
him. Balaam made the same excuse that he did 
before, that whatever he might intend, it was out of 
his power to do otherwise than follow the command^ 
mentofthe Lord. Before he took leave of Balak, 
God was pleased to put into his mouth a remarkable 
prophecy, which partly related to the Moabites, and 
partly to far more distant times, probably even to our 
Saviour himself. For most interpreters are of opin-* 
ion that the star which should come out of Jacob, 
and the sceptre out of Israel, though spoken of Da- 
vid in the first place, refer ultimately to the Messiah. 
The other parts of this prophecy foretell the future 
conquests of the Israelites, as well as various circum- 
stances relating to other nations in distant ages, 
which it does not come within the design of these 
lectures to attempt to explain with any minuteness. 

It will be of more advantage to us to draw some 
useful reflections from these two chapters. And first, 
what a singular honour was it to the people of Israel, 
that a prophet, called from another country, and at 
the same time of a doubtful character, should bear 
testimony to their righteousness, and foretell their 
future great prosperity! The character of Balaam, 
as far as appears from this history, is rather myste- 
rious. Though by no means ignorant of the true 
God, he seems to have been greedy of gain, puflfed 
up with vanity, and addicted to wicked arts. Why 
God saw fit to inspire him with the true spirit of pro- 
phecy, we cannot exactly learn. But it affords a 
remaikable proof of God's sovereign power, that he 
can employ whatever instrument he pleases, to de 
dare his will; making them submit to his good pur- 
poses^ however contrary these may be to their own 
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intentions. We read in the thirty-first chapter of 
Numbers^ that it was Balaam who advised the se-^ 
duction of the Israelites by means of the daughters of 
Moab^ and that he was afterwards killed bv these 
very Israelites^ whom he had here spoken of m such 
high terms. Let us learn from his deceitful beha* 
viour> and severe punishment, not to be satisfied with 
serving God by halves^ since he requires the whold 
heart. Balaam mingled enchantment with the wor- 
ship of the true God; let it be our care not to pollute 
his holy service^ but to banish from our minds all 
vain superstitions and irreverent thoughts^ when we 
present ourselves before that Almighty Being, who 
IS of 'purer eyes than to behold iniquity. 



THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 

lEbtning Sbertto. 

Numbers xxv. 

Notwithstanding the high character for fidelity to 
God^ which Balaam in his prophecy had just given 
of the Israelites, we have here a melancholy proof 
to the contrary, with respect to a considerable num- 
ber of them. For, while they continued in the 
plains of Moab, many of them were seduced through 
the wicked counsel of Balaam, to commit whoredom 
with the daughters of Moab. And to this they also 
added the heinous sin of idolatry, worshipping the 
idol Baaly whose temple was upon mount Peor, and 
partaking of the feasts, which, together with sacri- 
Jices^ were there celebrated to his honour. This 
scandalous behaviour justly raised the anger of the 
Lord /vho commanded Moses that speedy and ex- 
emplary punishment should be executed upon the 
leaders of those who were guilty. 
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Whilst the fudges were proceeding against the 
offenders, andf the main body of the people, with 
Moses at their head, were lamenting the wickedness 
of their brethren, and imploring God's pardon ; an 
Israelite^ whose name was Zimri, had the auda** 
ciousness, in their very sight, to bring one of these 
infamous women into his tent. So aggravated an 
insult excited the holy zeal of Phinehas, the grand- 
son of Aarony who felt himself called upon in his 
public station to punish this daring affront against 
decency and justice* He accordingly slew the man 
and woman upon the spot: and this bold attempt 
to stop the current of such notorious sin, had the 
happy effect to prevent the further spreading of a 
pestilence, which the vengeance of the Lord had 
already sent among the people. This action of 
Phinehas was so pleasing to God, that he promised 
him the continuance of the priesthood in his family, 
with the blessing of peo/ce and prosperity as a re- 
ward for his extraordinary zeal for God's honour, 
and for his becoming a mediator between God and 
his people. The treacherous conduct of the Midi- 
anites and Mbabites in seducing the children of Is- 
rael from their duty, produced a command from God 
to Moses to proceed to the punishment of those 
nations, lest some further mischief should ensue. 

We see in this chapter a dreadful instance of the 
depravity of human nature, when even the chosen 
people of God could so soon forget his manifold acts 
of power and goodness, and suffer themselves to be 
corrupted, not only by whoredom, but by idolatry. 
Let us not be high-minded, but fear. Evil commu- 
nications corrupt good manners ; and the commission 
of one sin too often draws men on to others of still 
deeper guilt* The punishment of open and notorious 
sins in this world must be left to the ordinary course 
of justice, and the example of Phinehas cannot be 
called into imitation. But still it is the duty of all to 
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3he w their abhorrence of vice^ and to exclude those 
from society^ who are a disgrace to decency, huma* 
nity, and religion, 

THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 

iWoming Sbtrbiee* 

Deuteronomy iv. 

The children of Israel being arrived at the borders of 
the land of Canaan, Moses knowing that his death 
was near at hand, repeats to them, at various times, 
and with great solemnity, the principal laws and ordi- 
nances which God had given them, both with respect 
to his worship, and the general regulation of tneir 
conduct. This is contained in the book called Deu- 
teronomy, which wordsignifies a repetition of the law 
Moses begins the fourth chapter, which was read to 
you this morning, with a strong exhortation to the Is- 
raelites to observe God's laws, without either add^ 
ing to them or lessening them. As a further induce- 
ment to their obedience, he reminds them of the se- 
vere punishment which overtook those who were guil- 
tv of idolatry at Baal-peor, and the preservation, to 
mat very hour, of sucn as remained faithful to Ood^ 
He tells them that their steadfast observance of these 
laws would gain them great credit for tbisdom and 
understanding among the neighbouring nations, 
who, being only worshippers of false gods, might 
well admire their privilege of having God always 
nigh, and present with them, as well as the right-' 
eotis laws which he had given them. It became 
therefore their great concern ever to bear in re- 
membrance, and diligently to teach their children^ 
the wonderful things which God had done for 
them: especially, that they should often call to 
mind that memorable day, when God delivered the 
law to them from Mount Sinai: when out of the 
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jnidst of terrible thunders arid lightning, with the 
mountain all on fire, the voice of God, in an audi- 
ble manner, pronounced the ten commandments. 
But though a voice was heard, no similitude or 
likeness of any thing was seen, that mi^ht en- 
courage ^ the attempt to represent God by any 
image or created thing whatever. Moses gives 
them the strictest caution upon this head, as idola^ 
try was 80 universal a sin among the heathen nations, 
some of whom worshipped the vilest creatures, and 
others paid divine honours to the sun^ moon, and 
stars. But as all the nations upon earth shared in 
the benefit of these heavenly bodies, they could not 
surely be any peculiar object of worship to the 
Israelites, who were bound to worship one God 
only, the great Creator of all things, their deliverer* 
also from die cruel bondage of Egypt, and who had 
allotted them an inheritance as his peculiar j96op/e. 
To prove to them the bitter consequences of offend- 
ing God, he now reminds them of the severe punish- 
ment which he himself was to suffer, in not being per- 
mitted to enter the land of Canaan on account of his 
anger at the waters of strife. They might, therefore 
be assured that God, who ^aa jealous of any rival, 
would not forgive them if they forsook his holy cove- 
nant He warns them also in the most solemn man- 
ner, that if after they were settled in the land of Ca- 
naan they should be seduced to the worship of false 
gods, it must end in their destruction, they would 
be led away into captivity, and God would aban- 
don them to all the stupid idolatry of the heathen 
nations. 

Nevertheless, a way would still be left open for their 
return to God, if they sought it with sincere repent- 
ance: then would God hearken to their complaints, 
and remember his holy covenant with their /others. 
Of this they had the fullest assurance, from the won- 
derful proofs which God had already given them of 
his mercy and goodness. For where could they find 
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ad instance^ since the beginning of the worlds of any 
other people who had been delivered in the manner 
which they had been? or who had experienced such 
miraculous effects of the divine power? All this 
ipXdAvAy shewed, that he who could do such things was 
the only true Ood; even He, who condescended to 
instruct them himself in his will, out of the midst of 
theyJrc upon Mount Sinai, and has now brought them 
near that good land which he promised to bestow 
upon them. Moses concludes nis exhortation with 
again repeating the main subject of his discourse \ 
that the only means they had to ensure lasting hap- 
piness to themselves and their children after them, 
was steadily to believe that 6?orf is the only governor 
of the world, and constantly to obey his command- 
tnents. 

Towards the end of this chapter, we read that 
Moses set apart three particular cities, as places of 
refufije and safety, whither those might flee who had 
accidentally killed any person, without a mischievous 
intention; here they might remain in security till the 
matter could be properly inquired into. After this, 

i)articular mention is made of the spot where Moses 
leld this discourse, and set before them the law of 
God; namely, in the land of the Amorites, where 
the children of Israel had already made consider- 
able conquests. 

The whole of this chapter being a continued exhort- 
ation to obedience, little need be added to it by way 
of reflection. If the Jews had such strong motives 
for obeying God, and for being constantly upon their 
guard against every approach to sin, how great must 
be the obligation upon Christians to a life of purity 
and holiness! since throush the mercy of Goa, and 
the infinite kindness of our blessed Redeemer, we have 
been rescued from the severer bondage of Satan, and 
have received the promise of eternal life. Let us 
then never forget our holy calling, but live as be- 
comes the redeemed of the Lord. 
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THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 

Deuteronomy v. 

We read in this chapter that Moses called the Israel^ 
ites together^ and repeated to them the law which 
God had given them^ particularly the ten command- 
ments. These are the same as in the twentieth chap- 
ter of Exodus, with very little variation, except m 
the fourth commandment, where particular mention is 
made of servants being allowed to share in the 
rest of the sabbath, in consideration of their having 
all, both masters and servants, been In a state of 
bondage in Egypt : so that their deliverance from 
thence was a ^esh obligation upon them to observe 
the sabbath, besides its being the memorial of the 
creation of the world. 

After this Moses describes the manner in which 
God spoke to them from Mount Sinai ; by which 
they were so exceedingly terrified, that having once 
survived the wonderful circumstance of hearing the 
voice of God himself out of the midst of t/ie fire^ 
they beseech Moses to act for the future as a me- 
diator between Grod and them, and to report to 
them the words of God. This proposal, which pro- 
ceeded from their humility, and strong conviction 
of the divine majesty and glory, was assented to by 
God, who, earnestly desiring their happiness, would 
fain convince them that the sure way of obtaining 
it, was to fear him, and keep his commandments. 
Hiis important maxim Moses strongly presses upon 
them, intreating them to go on straight forward 
in the way of God's laws as the only means of in- 
suring peace and comfort to themselves and their 
posterity. 
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No reflection can be more suitable to the general 
contents of this chapter than a repetition of the 
twenty-ninth verse — Oh that there toere such an 
heart in them, that they would fear me and keep all 
my commandments always y that it might be well 
with them, and with their children for ever I This 
we must all feel to be the one tiling needful, the 

frand foundation of all our happiness, here and 
ereafter. 



THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 

iWornfng Sbttbto. 

Deuteronomy vi. 

In the former chapter, God having told Moses that 
be should receive tne remaining laws from Him, and 
then communicate them to the people, Moses pro- 
ceeds to enjoin a strict observance of them, espe- 
cially of that grand foundation of religion, that the 
Lord our God is one Lord, and that to love Him 
heartily is the first and great commandment. He 
then exhorts the Israelites to the utmost diligence in 
teaching the word of God to their children, taking 
every opportunity of instilling it into their minds at 
home and abroad, by night and by day. And that 
they might never forget this sacred law, he charges 
them to Keep it as strictly in their remembrance as 
they would any thing that was bound about their 
hand, or that was continually before their eyes; or 
as if they were constantly put in mind of it by 
its being written upon the very doors of their 
houses. 

His next advice to them is, to be watdiful over 
themselves, lest their future prosperity should lead 
them to forget the great goodness of God, in com- 
pleting the promise made to their forefathers, and 
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bestowing upon them an abundance of good things^ 
which were not procured for them by their own la- 
bour^ but by the favour of God in driving out the 
former possessors. They were therefore bound by 
gratitude^ as well as by the dread of God's anger, 
to serve Him faithfully; and, above all, never to 
suffer themselves to be seduced by the neighbouring 
nations to the wofship of their false gods. 

Having' warned them to beware of distrusting 
Gt)d*s providence, as they had formerly done at 
Massah, by murmuring for want of water, Moses 
instructs them how to answer the future inquiries 
of their children respecting the origin and mean- 
ing of the laws which God had given them. That 
as Grod had redeemed them from slavery by a suc- 
cession of miracles, and had put them in possession 
of a fruitful country. He had surely a right to enact 
laws and statutes for their government. He con- 
dudes by assuring them, that as these laws were for 
their good always, their observance of them would 
be the surest proof of their righteousness, and of 
their having the true fear of God. 

It is scarce possible to read this chapter without be- 
ins convinced that the love of God must be the ruling 
pnnciple in our hearts. It is this which we must la- 
bour to impress upon our children again and again. 
It is this wnich must guide us in the performance of 
every duty, and which, through the prevailing me- 
rits of our dear Redeemer, will be accepted by a 
merciful God, as our righteousness. 
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 

Xbentng Sberbice. 

Deuteronomy vii. 

Moses goes on to tell the Israelites^ that^ after they 
should have conquered the seven nations of Catiaan> 
viho taken together were superior to them in strength, 
it was the will of God that they should utterly destroy 
them. Neither should they have any kind of commu- 
nication with them^ nor shew them pity, nor make 
marriages with them. The reason of this great seve- 
rity arose from this, that God well knew the weakness 
of the Israelites, and their proneness to idolatry; so 
that if they were suffered to have any connexion with 
these heathen nations^ or to let any of them remain^ 
the Israelites would have been quickly seduced to 
worship their gods, and would have brought destruc- 
tion upon themselves. 

They are commanded therefore to destroy the o/- 
tars and images and every thing that had any relation 
to the false religion of that country. For they were 
to consider themselves as a peculiar /?eopfe, chosen by 
God for the special purpose of preserving the true 
religion, at a time when they could scarce be called a 
people : for when God first made the promise to Abra- 
ham, he had not even a child to succeed him. The 
love of God towards them was confirmed by the oath 
which he made to Abraham, and by his deliverance of 
them out of Egypt. As He vfasjaith/ul to his pro- 
mises, and would not fail to continue his mercies to 
those who loved emd served Him, and Him only; so, 
on the other hand, all idolaters should see and feel 
the vengeance of God. 

Moses now informs them, what will be the happy 
consequences of their love and obedience to God. 
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He would heap upon them an abundance of temporal 
blessings^ of cattle^ and of the jrarious fruits of the 
earthy and they themselves should myltiply exceeding- 
ly. They should also be free from many kinds oidis* 
ecLseSy particularly from those which they had known 
in Egypt. He again mentions the necessity of their 
destroying the people of Canaan^ whose abominable 
wickedness excluded them from all pityy and who 
would soon have ensnared the Israelites to idolatry. 
Should any fear arise in their hearts from the great 
number of these nations, they had only to remember 
God's treatment of Pharaoh. His power would also 
raise up against them an unusual kind of enemies^ 
swarms of dreadful hornets^ which would attack them 
whithersoever they fled to escape. 

Thus should the Lord fight for them, till by der 
grees all their enemies would be destroyed; not in- 
aeed all at once, as the Israelites would not be suffi- 
ciently numerous to people the whole country. And 
when, through the divine assistance, their conquest 
was completed, they are directed to take especial care 
to destroy every remnant of idolatry, and by no means 
to convert to their own use any of the silver or golden 
images of which the idols were made, but to burn 
them in such a manner as utterly to destroy them. 
By this means every id^a would be removed of their 
being intended for sacred uses, and they themselves 
would be clear from having any concern in what 
was so abominable in the sight of Ood. 

The sentence of general destruction which God 
here passes upon the Canaanites, should act as a 
warning to all corrupt and licentious nations. When 
the measure of their iniquity is full, the avenging 
sword of God will fall upon them. God grant that 
it may not be our case ! but that through the mercy of 
God upon our hearty repentance and amendment, we 
may avert so dreadful a calamity ! We may also leara 
from hence the necessity of avoiding all communica-^ 
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tion with the wicked, lest we be enticed to follow 
their example^ and in the end subject ourselves to 
their punishment 



THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 

morning Sbetbice. 

Deuteronomy viii. 

In this chapter Moses exhorts the Israelites to obe- 
dience, chiefly from the consideration of God's treat- 
ment of them tor forty years together, when, by A?/m- 
bling them for their faults, Yie proved the sincerity 
of their love towards Him. Having made them 
suffer hunger^ to convince them of their depend- 
ance upon Him for subsistence, He afterwards /efl{ 
them with an unusual kind of food, to teach tnem 
that not only the common kinds of provision, but 
whatever God pleases, is capable of affording 
nourishment and vigour to man. Another miracle, 
besides the daily supply of mannay was, that their 
clothes never wore out during so many years, nor 
were their feet injured by wandering about in 
that dry and rocky country. And whenever God 
saw fit to correct them, it was with the kindness 
of a father, in order to their amendment. Surely 
all these instances of his goodness should lead 
them to /ear and obey Him. 

As a further inducement to their obedience, he bids 
them consider the richness of the country which Grod 
was going to bestow upon them; a land rendered 
fruitful by plentiful streams of water ^ the soil of which 
produced delicious fruits as well as wholesome grain, 
while the bowels of the earth yielded useful minerals 
in as great plenty as stones. A thankful heart was 
the least return they could make to God for all these 
blessings, and that would be likely to produce a hear** 
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ty obedience to his laws. To ^uard them however 
asaittst the too frequent eflects of prosperity, Moses 
bids them beware, lest an increase of wealth, and an 
abundance of every thing, should make them for get 
their great Benefactor, who had done so much for 
them, and had delivered them from so many dangers : 
lest in the pride of their hearts they should be ready 
to ascribe their great possessions to their own strength 
andpower, rather than to the kind providence of God. 
He charges them therefore to remember, that they 
owed every thing to his bounty, and to the faithful 
performance of his ancient covenant with their 
forefathers. In conclusion, he gives them full 
warning, that if, after all, they forget God, and 
become idolaters, they may expect the same pu- 
nishment as Grod was now going to inflict upon the 
nations of Canaan* 

The principal lesson to be learnt from hence, is to 
guard ourselves from the great danger attending a 
state of prosperity. Forgetfulness of God and re- 
ligion are too often the consequence of it. While 
we enjoy the gift we are apt to forget the Giver. 
Let us Deware of such ingratitude, which is not 
only base and sinful in itself, but will be produc- 
tive of numerous evils; pride and self-conceit will 
get possession of our hearts, and we shall provoke 
God to withdraw his favours from us. 



THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 

Deuteronomy ix^ 

Ik order to humble the Israelites, Moses here re- 
minds them of several acts of rebellion, which they 
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had committed against God in the wilderness. He 
begins by telling them^ that they were shortly to take 
possession of the promised land^ which God would 
deliver into their hands, although the nations who 
now dwelt in it were mightier than they were, having 
cities defended by lofty walls; and the Artakims in 
particular had been famous, even to a proverb, for 
their size and strength. With such enemies to en- 
counter, they could not doubt that it was Ood who 
must fight for them: but they ought not on that ac- 
count to entertain the notion, as if they were entitled 
to God's peculiar favour and protection on account 
of their own righteousness and great merits; since, 
farfrom being righteous, they had often proved ob- 
stinate and reoeliious; so that nothing but the pro- 
mise of God to their forefathers, and the abomin- 
able wickedness of these nations^ caused them to 
be driven out from the land. 

Moses now brings to their recollection an instance 
of their rebellious spirit in Horeb, when, during 
liis long absence on the mountainy in order to re^ 
ceive the two tables of commandments of Ood him- 
self, they had so far corrupted themselves as to wor- 
ship the image of a calf which by melting the gold 
in the fire, they had formed for that idolatrous pur- 
pose. God, who beheld their stupid idolatry, sent 
down Moses to them in haste, and threatened in- 
stantly to cut them off from being his peculiar 
people, since they refused to bend their neck to the 

Joke of his laws. Upon this, Moses came down^ 
olding in his hands the two tables of command- 
ments; and when he saw their foUv and wickedness 
in worshipping and dancing round the calf, be was 
so aflected with the sight that he broke in pieces 
the two tables, in token that they had broken the 
covenant between God and them. 

Nevertheless, Moses ventured to intercede with 
God for them, as well as for Aarony who had had 
the weakness to indulge their sinful request in mak- 
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ing the golden calf. And so earnest was Moses in 
his entreaties^ and his mind so w:holIy taken up vnili 
the subject of his meditation and prayer, that for 
forty days together, as before on the mount, he had 
no need of the common refreshments of food; the 
power of God supporting him in a peculiar manner. 
And in order that no traces might remain of this 
heinous sin, he burnt the idol which had been the 
occasion of it, melting it down, and grinding it 
into powder, and then throwing it into the water 
that flowed from the mount. 

Besides this sin of the golden calf, he reminds 
them of their complaints and murmurs upon several 
occasions, particularly their rebellious behaviour 
upon the return of the spies from viewing the pro- 
mised land. Upon all these accounts, as he had said 
before, he made earnest supplication to God, that 
he would overlook and pardon this rebellious spirit, 
for the sake of their pious forefathers, and to pre- 
vent the Egyptians from supposing that God was 
unable to complete his promise to this his chosen 
people. 

The first thing we may learn from this chapter is, 
to be very cautious how we ascribe our success in 
life to our own merits; since whatever we enjoy is 
the free and undeserved gift of God, and should 
rather lead us to humility. In the second place, we 
may observe the unwearied kindness of Moses, who, 
in spite of the frequent provocations he received, 
never ceased to beseech God to pardon the rebel- 
lious Israelites. Let us learn from it to pity and 
pray for our offending brethren, to spare no pains 
m endeavouring to work their reformation, and not 
to sufl^r any injuries they may have done us, to pre- 
vent our earnest supplications to God in their behalf. 



H 
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THE SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION DAY. 

Deuteronomy xii. 

In this chapter Moses directs the Israelites what 
they were to do when they got possession of the 
land of Canaan. In the first place, they were to 
destroy every remain of idolatrous worship, for the 
celebration of which the heathens usually chose 
some lofty hill or shady grove. But in order to 
take away every idea of their sanctity, they were 
commanded to burn or cut to pieces whatever had 
been devoted to religious uses. Neither were they 
to imitate any of these superstitions in the worsliip 
of the Lord God. At present, while they are in a 
wandering state, and had not yet obtained that rest 
which God had promised, every man did what he 
thought right with regard to the place of offering 
sacrifice; but when they became settled, and God 
had chosen a place for his sanctuary, there, and 
there only, must they offer their sacrifices of every 
kind. There also must they eat their share of the 
offerings, when they meet to express their joy for 
the goodness of God to thenoselves and their fa- 
milies. 

But when they had gained a quiet settlement in 
the promised Umd, they were no longer to make 
their offerings in whatever pi€u:e they uiooght pro- 
per, but God would confine them to one particular 
spot; where, together with their sacrijiees^ they 
were to celebrate their sacred feasts, and to invite 
their relations and friends, and also the Lemtes^ 
whose time being entirely devoted to the service of 
the altar, they had no other portion allotted to their 
subsistence, and therefore they were never to be 
neglected. This command with regard to saeri- 
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fices did not however extend to ihe flesh which they 
eat for common food; in the management of that 
they might follow their own pleasure, and might 
kill and eat such creatures as were not permitted 
to be used in sacrifice> and particularly those with 
which that country abounded, roe-bucks and harts. 
Neither was the law respecting clean and unclean 
persons at all necessary to be observed in partaking 
of their ordinary food; only, they were never to 
eat the blood. 

These injunctions concerning their vows and 
offerings, and the permission to eat flesh as food, 
Moses repeats again, particularly the prohibition to 
eat bloody which he expresses in the strongest man- 
ner. This, he tells them, was strictly to be ob- 
served, and the blood to be poured out upon the 
ground, so as to sink into it, like any common li- 
quid. The blood of animals being absolutely neces- 
sary to their lifey eating their blood was somewhat 
like eating them alive; and therefore such barba- 
rity was to be avoided by them, as they regarded 
the blessing of God upon themselves and tlieir pos- 
terity, on their obedience to his laws. The prmci- 
pal reason however for prohibiting the Jews from 
eating blood, seems to be this: that, as in all their 
sacrifices the blood was ordered to be poured upon 
the altar, as an atonement for the person who oner- 
ed the sacrifice; so when animals were killed for 
food, the blood was to be poured upon the ground, 
in order that, sinking in there, it might bear no re- 
semblance to what was appointed for a holy pur- 
pose, nor be profaned by any common use. A 
further reason might be, to avoid the wicked prac- 
tices of the heathens, who had many superstitious 
notions on the use of blood. 

Moses concludes by renewing the caution to the 
Israelites, not to suffer themselves to be ensnxired 
by the idolatry of the Canaanites, when they should 
be settled in their land: and, upon that account, not 

h2 
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even to inquire after the manner of Iheir worship; 
nor in any degree to make it serve as a pattern by 
which to worship God. Nothing indeed could be 
more vile and abominable in his sight than some of 
their religious ceremonies, which they carried to 
such a height of barbarity as even to hum their 
own children to death, in honour of their god 
Moloch. The ^rand rule then of their religious 
obedience was this: to comply with every thing 
which the law of God commanded^ neither making 
any addition to it on the one hand, nor on the other 
omitting any thing which that injoined. 

The main thing to be remarked upon this chap- 
ter is, the great care which God took to preserve 
his people from falling into idolatry. God be 
praised for it, we Christians are blessed with such 
a degree of the divine light, that we must wilfully 
shut our eyes against it, if we suffer ourselves to be 
ensnared into so horrid a sin. But, alas! if we are 
free from the idolatry of the heathen, too many who 
bear the name of Christians, imitate their grossest 
vices, and give occasion for the name of Christ to 
be blasphemed. Let those, who are conscious of 
such guilt, consider their ways, and reform in time. 
God is not always to be mocked: he that soweth to 
thej^shf shall of the flesh reap corrvption; but he 
that soweth to the spirit, shall of the spirit reap 
life everlastings 



THE SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION HAV 

lEbnitog Sb^rbice. 

Deuteronomy xiii. 

Moses, still having in view the preserving of God's 
worship pure and undefiled, gives the Israelites se- 
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vera! rules concernino; their treatment of those who 
ishould attempt to seduce them to idolatry. If any 
one, with the hopes of enticing them to the worship 
of other gods, should set up the false pretence of 
having the mind of God revealed to him, either in 
^ vision by day, or in a dream by night ; and should 
even go so far as to work a miracle in proof of what 
he declared; they are commanded to consider his 
assertions as utterly false, and merely as trials of 
their fidelity and love to the true Goa. Moreover, 
in order to deter others from so flagrant a wicked- 
ness as that of endeavouring to seduce the people 
from the service of God, the offender was to undergo 
the punishment of death, 

' To prove also how jealous God was of his honour 
being: given to another, supposing one of their neari> 
Bst kindred, even a beloved wire, or n friend who 
was as dear as life itself, shoula endeavour secretly 
to persuade them to the worship of other gods, whe* 
ther those of the neighbouring nations or any of 
tnore distant countries; the same severe treatment is 
ordered to be pursued, he is to be considered as 
their greatest enemy, brought to a public trial, no 
mercy to be shewn him; and when the sentence of 
stoning was passed upon him, the hand of the ac- 
cuser must be the foremost to execute it, .Severe as 
this command undoubtedly was, experience shewed 
afterwards that it was but too necessary, to restrain 
an obstinate and rebellious people from falling into 
a crime, by which they had been frequently seduced. 
Such exemplary punishment was the most likely me- 
thod to put a speedy stop to the infection, and to 
act as a warning to others. 

In like manner, if any of their cities should be 
drawn away into the practice of idolatry by the ex- 
ample of profligate and designing men, and upon 
the most diligent inquiry the truth of the abomi^ 
noble fact be fully proved; the inhabitants of that 
city are ordained to be cut off, all their substance 



150 A Cmtrse of Lectures on the 

to be publicly burnt and destroyed, and the city 
itself to be rendered desolate^ and not to be rebuilt. 
By this general destruction of the wicked spot, and 
by their keeping back no part of the accursed spoil 
to their own use, the extreme an^er of God would 
be pacified, his mercy and blessing would accom- 
pany those who stood forward to avenge his right- 
eous cause, and who strictly obeyed the command^ 
ments of Ood, 

On reading this chapter, we shall probably be 
struck with the apparent severity of God's laws; but 
if we examine them attentively, we shall find them 
to be full of mercy. How many are there, who have 
been seduced to wickedness by the example and per- 
suasion of their nearest relations, and those whom 
they safely considered as their dearest friends 1 Un- 
doubtedly affection and kindness are due to them 
on many accounts, and the commands of Scripture 
increase the obligation. But if they tempt us to 
break the commands of God, our obligation to them 
18 so far dissolved : though it be like the cutting off 
a right hand, or plucking out a right eye^ we must 
not hesitate, but instantly determine, whenever they 
interfere wiUi each other, always to obey God rather 
than men. 



WHITSUNDAY. 

Deuteronomy xvi. to verse 18. 

This chapter is a direction for the due celebration 
of the three great Jewish feasts. The first is the 
feast of the passover, appointed in remembrance of 
the destroymg angel killing the first-bom of the 
Egyptians, and passing over the Israelites, just be- 
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fore their deliverance from Egypt. This feast was 
to be observed in the same manner as is directed in 
the book of Exodus^ except that the first passover 
was eaten in their private houses, but was ordered 
in after-times to be celebrated in the sanctuary, 
where other sacrifices were offered. The unlea- 
vened bread is called the bread of affliction^ partly 
from its heaviness and insipid taste, and partly from 
its reminding them of the bitter afflictions they en- 
dured in Egypt 

The feast of the passover being about the time of 
barley-harvest, which in that country began early 
in the year, seven weeks were to be reckoned from 
the time of cutting that harvest to \he feast of weeks ^ 
when they celebrated the wheat-harvest, and were 
required to make a free-will offering to God, as a 
testimony of their gratitude, and in proportion as 
He had olessed their labours. This feast was to be 
a time of general rejoicing to all degrees of men 
among them, as indeed the time of harvest was in 
all nations, and more especially to them who had 
endured so severe a bondage in Egypt. 

The third great feast was called i\\e feast of to- 
bernacles, which was instituted to celebrate the con- 
clusion of the harvest, of wine as well as corn, and 
also in memory of their dwelling so long in the wiU 
derness in tents or tabernacles. This too was to be 
accompanied with great rejoicings, in which all, 
who could not provide for themselves, were to par- 
take, as a reward for their labour in cultivating the 
earth. Moses mentions again the necessity of all 
the males appearing before the Lord three several 
times in the year, and of their making such offerings 
as were suitable to their condition and abilities. 
These frequent solemn meetings were injoined, that 
the pure worship of one God might be the better 
preserved: and they were commanded to be liberal 
in their gifts, for the maintenance of his ministers 
and of their poor brethren. 
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• Let us Christians learn from hence never to ne« 
gleet the religious observance of those sacred feasts^ 
which have since succeeded to those of the Jews^ 
and which are intended to remind us of the peculiar 
mercies of God in the great blessings of redemption 
and sanctification: blessings^ incomparably greater 
than any which the Israelites received. Neither let 
us be slack in expressing our gratitude for the ordi<« 
nary proofs of his bounty, in giving us rain from 
heaven and fruitful seasons; nor, as far as lies in 
•gur power, in enabling the poor to partake in our joy. 



WHITSUNDAY. 

» 

Isaiah xi. 

This is a remarkable prophecy of the coming of 
Christ, and of the peaceful character of his kingly 
■dom» The latter part of the chapter, from the tenth 
verse, appears to relate to those times, when thd 
fulness of the Jews and Gentiles shall come into the 
church. The Messiah, or Christ, is described as ^ 
stem or shoot, growing out of the family of JessBy 
Jhe father of David, from whom he was lineally de- 
scended. In perfect agreement with the account 
that is given of him in the New Testament, he is 
here spoken of as being under the full influence of 
the Spirit of God, which endued him with wisdom^ 
knowledge, and the fear of the Lord. His under'- 
standing is said to be so quick and penetrating, as 
to enable him to form upright Judgments without 
the aid of the senses of seeing or hearing. The 
poor and humble shall have full justice done them, 
and his powerful word shall destroy all those that 
are enemies to him by their wicked deeds. As ^ 
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girdle gives strength and stability to a man's loins, 
so shall his kin^om be firmly established upon 
righteousness and equity. Such shall be the mild- 
ness and peaceable tendency of his religion, that it 
may be fitly represented by the union and har^mony 
of the gentlest with the most savage creatures, and 
by the fiercest animals submitting to be managed by 
a helpless infant. It is the design of that religion to 
remove every thing that is hurtful and destructive to 
the happiness of man; and so general shall be the 
diflTusion of divine knowledge, that it may be com- 
pared to the unbounded extent of water in the sea. 
From the tenth verse to the end of the chapter 
there seems to be a reference to the future glonous 
state of the Christian Church, when this branch, 
proceeding from the stock of Jesse, shall draw all 
nations to it, as troops are assembled together by 
an ensign, or standard; and shall establish it in a 
state of rest and peace. Then shall the Lord call 
together his people, who have been dispersed in 
various parts of the world; and he shall deliver 
them from captivity with a mighty hand, as formerly 
he delivered them from the Egyptian bondage, and 
made them a dry passage across the sea. The envy 
and jealousy, which took place between the rival 
kingdoms of Ephraim and Judah, shall cease, and 
they shall unite in obtaining complete victory over 
the enemies of God's truth and people. 

How happy would it be for mankind, if peace 
and harmony, which are the genuine fruits of true 
Christianity, were suffered universally to prevail! 
As men improve in knowledge, it might be hoped 
that they would study their mutual peace and happi- 
ness. But, alas ! their lusts and passions give rise 
to endless wars and jealousies, to the great shame 
and scandal of the Christian name. May it please 
God At length to open our eyes, and to shew us the 
things that belong to our peace; that knowing the 

H 3 
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true value of love and charity, we may all unite in 
serving God with fidelity, and in loving and doing 
good to one another! 



TRINITY SUNDAY. 

Genesis i. 
See SEPTUAGESIMA SUNDAY. 



TRINITY SUNDAY. 



Genesis xyiii. 

God having, in the foregoing chapter, given Abra- 
ham the promise of a son, we are here informed, 
that, after a visible manifestation of the divine glory, 
Abraham perceived three angels^ under a human 
form, approaching him. Being eager to give them 
a hospitable reception, he besought them, in a very 
respectful manner, to come in and refresh them- 
selves, both by having their feei washed ^ which, in 
that hot country, where they wore no shoes, was an 
article of great comfort, and also by partaking of 
some food. Upon their accepting the invitation, 
Sarah quickly got readv some cakes^ which after 
their manner were baked upon hot stones, and a 
calfdho was ordered to be dressed. These refresh* 
ments were set before them^ and Abraham waited 
upon them during their meal. When the angels 
had inquired after Sarah, one of them who appear* 
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ed to be the principal, and who is here called the 
Lord, confirmed the promise which God had made, 
of her having a son after the usual time of women's 
going with child. Now, as Abraham and Sarah 
were very far advanced in years, he being a hun- 
dred years old, and she no less than ninety, and 
therefore without any probability of having chil- 
dren; Sarah, who heard what the angel said, smiled 
at the little likelihood there was of their being 
blessed with a son in their old age. When Sarah^ 
who was afraid to own the fact, was accused by the 
angel of laughing and want of faith, as it any thing 
could be too diSicult for God to efl^t, tlie angei 
with great mildness again assured her that it would 
certainly come to pass. 

And now the angels, having finished their meal, 
continued their road towards Sodom, whither Abra- 
ham conducted them part of the way. When he was 
returning to his tent, the Divine Majesty condescend- 
ed to hold a conversation with him upon the fate of 
those wicked cities, which he was determined to de- 
stroy. For, as God had been pleased to give Abra^ 
ham a promise of many future blessings, in full con- 
fidence of his piety and virtuous behaviour, he was 
unwilling to conceal from him the resolution he had 
taken concerning these sinful cities, upon which he 
was resolved to execute a severe vengeance, if tlieir 
guilt were as enormous as it appeared to be. 

Abraham being encouraged by the great con- 
descension of the Almighty^ and having the fullest 
confidence in the justice of the great Judge of the 
world to make an exact distinction between the right- 
eous and the wicked, ventures to intreat his mercy 
towards these grievous sinners, for the sake of the few 
good men who might be left among them. 

This he does in so affecting a manner, with so much 
humility and modest earnestness, that no one can 
read the whole passage without being struck with 
that elegant simplicity and sublime energy of Ian- 
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guage^ with which many parts of the Scriptures^ and 
this passage in particular, so eminently abound. As 
tlie whole of it is too plain to need explanation^ and 
the attempt to put it into any words but its own 
would only be injuring it^ we will proceed to the re- 
flections on this chapter. 

The first is, on the great hospitality of ancient 
times, when even the patriarchs themselves disdained 
not to minister to the necessities of strangers; 
whereby f as St Paul remarks, some have been so 
happy as to entertain angels unawares. Secondly, 
we may learn from hence, never to despair of God's 
mercies. Under the old covenant He was ever ready 
to bestow temporal blessings upon his faithful ser-^ 
vants : neither will He be slack in granting us his 
spiritual mercies; only let it be our care to qualify 
ourselves for them, by keeping the way of the Lord 
injustice and judgment , and by doing his will in all 
things. Lastly, let the example of Abraham teach 
us to be ever ready in offering up our prayers to God 
ibr sinful nations and individuals. God indeed 
alone knows how guilty in his sight the best of us 
may be, and on that account how little qualified to 
intercede for others ! But as He has commanded us 
to pray for one another, and to bear one another's 
burdens, let us not fail to do our part with sincerity 
and earnestness, trusting, for the salvation of our- 
selves and all true penitent sinners, to the merits of 
that gracious Redeemer, who died to save us, and 
ever liveth to make intercession for us. 



Lessons of the Old Testament. 157 

THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

iWotntng J^erbtce* 

Joshua, x. 

In this chapter we have an account of an alh'ance be* 
ing entered into by five kings of the Amorites, against 
the people of Crideon. The cause of this alliance 
arose from the Gibeonites having made peace with 
Joshua^ the commander of the children of Israel^ 
which had excited the jealousy of the Amorites 
against them. The Gibeonites being under the pro- 
tection of Joshua^ he assisted them against their com- 
mon enemies^ and God himself was pleased to in- 
terpose^ by sending a dreadful storm of hail^ which 
destroyed such great numbers of them, that they 
who perished by the hxiU were more than they who 
perished by the sword. 

Nor was this the only instance in which the hand 
of God was visible on that day; for the entire de- 
struction of the Amorites being necessary to the 
accomplishment of the divine plan, God thought fit 
to exhibit a signal miracle, by lengthening out the 
day for that express purpose. This seems to have 
taken place at the particular request of Joshua him- 
self, who was so confident that God would listen to 
his prayers, that in the sight of all Israel he com* 
manded the sun and moon to alter their establish- 
ed course in the heavens, that there might be time 
sufficient for the total destruction of their enemies. 
We read at the fourteenth verse, that there was no 
day like that, before it or after it, that the Lord 
hearkened unto the voice of a man : that is, there is 
no other instance upon record, where God permitted 
a single day to become as long as two days, which he 
did in compliance with the earnest prayer of Joshua, 
the leader of his chosen people. This wonderfit 
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fact, we are told, was also recorded in the book of 
Jasher; some history, probably, which has long since 
been lost, and which is also referred to in the second 
book of Samuel. 

In consequence of this decisive victory, the five 
Are»^« endeavoured to At^ themselves in a cave; but 
their place of concealment being made known to 
Joshua, he set a guard over them; and when the 
Israelites had trampled upon their necks, which 
was the usual token of extreme slavery and subjec- 
tion, they all five suffered an ignominious death, 
and were buried in that very cave where they had 
fled for safety. 

The remainder of this chapter is employed in re" 
hXxn^^ Joshua^ s victories over the Canaanites, whom 
God had commanded him to destroy utterly. In 
this relation there is no particidar circumstance that 
requires explanation: but it may not be amiss to 
ma&e a Few remarks upon the apparent cruelty of 
the command to destroy so great a number of their 
fellow-creatures. Let it then be observed, that it 
was God himself who gave this command. Now, as 
we know that God is perfectly just, as well as per* 
fectly wise and powerful, we may be assured that 
whatever he ordains must, upon the whole, be for 
the good of his creatures, though we may not always 
be able to account for his proceedings. But in this 
instance we may perceive two powerful motives for 
his issuing this command. — The abominable wick- 
edness of the Canaanites — and the necessity of a suit- 
able residence for his chosen people. Those nations 
had so lamentably corrupted themselves by their 
idolatry and extreme wickedness, that they were be- 
come ripe for destruction : lest the whole earth might 
have been infected by their example, God was pleas- 
ed to make choice of the Israelites to execute his 
vengeance, as well to deter them from the practice 
of such horrid impieties, as to make room for them 
and their descendants, who were appointed to pre- 
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serve the knowledge of the true God in the world, 
and to worship Him with a peculiar set of rites and 
ceremonies. 

With respect to the number of persons who might 
sufier death m these severe, though just inflictions 
of divine vengeance, we must not calculate accor- 
ding to our present ideas of the size and populous* 
ness of kingdoms: in those early ages of the world, 
every little district was reckoned a nation, and every 
ruler of it was styled king; which will make the 
number of persons destroy^ fall infinitely short of 
what we might at first conceive. 

The reflections to be made upon this chapter are 
two. First, that God is not backward in relieving 
the distresses of his servants, when they apply to 
Him with faith and perseverance. Secondly, from 
the utter destruction of these wicked nations, we 
should learn to avoid their evil deeds; lest by follow- 
ing their example we provoke God to withdraw his 
assistance from us, and to cut us ofi* that we be no 
more a people. 



THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

ISbenfng ^erbtce. 

Joshua xxit. 

When the Israelites had conquered the greatest 
part of the nations of Canaan, and were quiedy set- 
tled in the land, Joshua summoned their elders 
and principal people to appear before him. And 
in order that his address totliem might awaken their 
attention, he speaks of himself as advancing hastily 
to his latter end. He then reminds them how en- 
tirely they were indebted to God for their conquest 
of the land, the greatest part of which was now al- 
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lotted to their several tribes, from the river Jordan 
on the East, to the Mediterranean Sea on the 
West, He likewise tells them tliat God will assur«> 
edly enable them to conquer the remaining nations^ 
upon condition that they are steady in the observ* 
ance of his laws^ that they enter into no familiarity 
with these nations, and, above all, that they strictly 
abstain from worshipping or honouring their false 
gods. And surely they could not want a more con- 
vincing proof of the power and goodness of the true 
God towards them, than what they experienced in 
his enabling them to conquer such mighty nations, 
whose nnmerous armies were unable to contend with 
their inferior force. 

But as their success entirely depended upon their 
fidelity and love to God, Joshua warns them of the 
danger that will attend their having any friendly 
intercourse with these nations, the consequence of 
which would be their proving a perpetual snare, as 
well as a grievous punishment to them. That his 
advice might make the greater impression on them, 
he again mentions his approaching death, and ap^ 
peals to them whether any of God's gracious pro- 
mises towards them had failed of being punctually 
fulfilled. As this was strictly the case with regard 
to the promises of God, so would it also prove in 
respect to his threatenings, all of which would un- 
doubtedly take place, if they forsook his covenant 
and served any other gods but Him. 

In reflecting upon this chapter it plainly appears, 
that blessings and punishments have ever been the 
two great motives which God has made use of to in* 
fluence mankind. He continues to pursue ihe same 
-equitable plan. He will not fail to reward our ob- 
servance of his laws, generally, by blessings in this 
life, but most certainly by an eternity of happiness 
in the next. On the other hand, if we transgress his 
covenant f and bow down to gods of our own making. 
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onr sinful passions and worldly pleasures, we must 
abide the consequence in the punishment which this 
will draw down upon us. Let us, therefore, be cou-^ 
rageous to keep his laws and not turn aside there- 
from, to the right hand or the left. 



THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

#lomtng Serbia* 

Judges iv. 

It is melancholy to observe how little eflfectthe ad- 
vice and warnings both of Moses and Joshua, had 
upon the Israelites, who were continually relapsing 
into their former sins. We are here told, that, after 
the death of Ehud, who had delivered them from 
the M oabites, they again transgressed the law of God^ 
who punished them for it by subjecting tliem, during 
a course of years, to the dominion of one of the re- 
maining kings of the Canaanites, the commander of 
whose army was named Sisera. .His forces were so 
powerful, especially in vast numbers of a kind of 
iron chariots, which at that time were much used in 
war, that the Israelites were kept in continual terror, 
and were earnest in imploring the Divine assistance. 
Now, at that time, before they had any king, they 
were governed by rulers who were called judges; 
and the person who then held that authority was 
a woman named Deborah, whom God had been 
pleased to endue with the knowledge of divine things. 
She used to SidmmstQr judgment in the open air, 
•under the shade of a large tree, which from thence 
bore her name. Being inspired by God with the 
certain- expectation of deliverance from the enemies 
of the Israelites, she commanded Barak, tlie Is- 
raelitish captain, to assemble together an army; as- 
isuring him that God would incline Sisera, the com- 
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mander of the Canaanites, to meet him in battle, and 
would give the Israelites a complete victory over him. 
Barak having promised to undertake this expedition, 
provided Deborah would accompany him, she made 
no difficulty in consenting to it, but at the same time 
informed him, that he would not gain the reputation 
he might expect from it, as the commander of the 
enemy's army would owe his death to a woman. 

Barak being followed by a considerable body of 
troops from the two tribes of Zebulon and Naph- 
tali, and encouraged by Deborah's assurance that 
God would give him the victory, ventured to attack 
Sisera and bis mighty host. Through the divine 
assistance the destruction of the Canaanites was so 
complete, that Sisera himself was obliged to seek 
his safety in flight; and not thinking himself suffi- 
ciently secure in his charioty he attempted to escape 
on foot. In the course of his flight he came to the 
spot where Ileber the Kenitey who was at peace with 
the Canaanites, had pitched his tent. Sisera, flat- 
tering himself that he should be in perfect security, 
gladly accepted the offer of Joel, Heber^s wife, to 
take shelter there. And presuming upon her ap- 
parent kindness in concealing him, and so readily 
supplying him with something to quench his thirst, 
he ventured to beg that she would disown his being 
there, in case any one should make inquiry after him. 
When Sisera, who was overcome with fatigue, had 
now fallen fast asleep, Joel seized the opportunity 
of suddenly putting him to death, wliich she effected 
by driving a nail into his temples, as he lay upon 
the ground. She had no sooner committed this 
deed, than Barak, who was in pursuit of Sisera, 
came up and beheld the enemy already slain. Thus 
did God enable t/ie children of Israel to subdue 
another of the nations who dwelt in Canaan. 

The chief point for our consideration here, is this 
action of Jael, who appears in a very unfavourable 
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lighi^ as having given Sisera the fullest assurance of 
security^ and then^ in the most horrid violation of 
&e laws of hospitality^ murdering him in cold blood. 
Undoubtedly, this action can never be justified by 
the common rules of right and wrong: we must, 
therefore, conclude from Deborah's prophecy of 
Sisera being killed by the hand of a woman, that 
Jael felt a secret impulse on her mind, which con- 
vinced her she was acting by the divine appointment. 
But though God is the sovereign disposer of the 
lives of all meti, and can call whom he will to exe- 
cute his vengeance, and to accomplish his all -wise 
purposes, it is our duty strictly to observe that im- 
portant rule, never to do evil that good may come: 
neither must we in the slightest instance be guilty of 
injuring our neighbour under the pretence of duty, 
unless we be plainly called to it by lawful authority. 



THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

lEbentng Jberbtce. 

Judges v. 

This chapter contains a very sublime and elegant 
piece of poetry, composed by Deborah, the prophe- 
tess, as a thanksgiving to God for the late victory 
over their enemies. She begins by celebrating the 
praise of God, in so readily inclining the hearts of 
the men of Zebulon and Naphtali to offer themselves 
voluntarily for the war. She then describes the 
march of the Israelites into Canaan under the spe- 
cial guidance of the Lord, in strong poetical lan- 
guage, expressive of the terror of the Canaanites, 
and described by great agitations in the heavens 
and the earthy just as formerly at the giving of the 
law from mount Sinai. 
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The next article relates to the desolate state of 
the country, while it was under subjection to Jabin^ 
jthe king of Canaan; when the public roads were so 
infested with robbers as to be unsafe for the travel^ 
lev to pass, and those who dwelt in the villages 
were obliged to fly to the towns for safety, until the 
firm and paternal government of Deborah checked 
these alarming evils. Neither was this all : for some 
Among the people returned to their old idolatry, 
which, by provoking God, brought upon them the 
miseries of war; at a time too when the Canaanites, 
in order to secure their obedience, had disarmed all 
their soldiers. 

, Deborah now addresses herself to those great 
men in the two tribes, who had willingly engaged 
in the war; those honourable persons who were 
now restored to their former dignity, and who rode 
in a triumphant manner upon beasts of great beauty 
and rarity. With these are joined the Judges, and 
those who now pursue their occupations without fear 
of being molested. They also, who formerly were, 
prevented by lurking enemies from having access to 
the wells of watery may now unite in praising the 
goodness of God, who hath every where delivered 
his people, and granted them again full liberty to 
resort to the gates of the city, which was the usual 
place of administering justice. 

At the twelfth verse Deborah seems to rouse her- 
self to a strain of greater energy, calling also upon 
Barak and the remnant of the Jews who had es- 
caped from the oppression of Jabin, to join in a tri- 
umphant procession with the noble captives whom 
the Lord had enabled them to subdue. She then 
reckons up most of the tribes of Israel, some of 
whom were eager to assist in the war, and others 
excused themselves on various pretences. Some of 
the tribe of Ephraim attacked the Amalekites, 
Jabin's allies, as the Benjamites had done before. 
Machir also, from the tribe of Manasseh, sent somQ 
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pf their principal people; and Zebulon, among 
whom were scribes and men of learning, were for- 
ward to distinguish themselves. Issachar too, as 
well as Barak, attended Deborah; but the Reu* 
beniteSy who were divided in their counsels, and 
could not bring themselves to leave their occupation 
of sliepherds, occasioned great anxiety and distress 
to the other Israelites. The men of Gilead would 
not pass the river Jordan to assist their brethren, 
nor would those of Dan and Asher quit the sea 
shore, but continued to abide in their ships and 
creeks. But on the other hand, Zebulon and 
Naphtali despised every danger in the cause of their 
country. The confederate kings of Canaan fought 
against Israel, more eager for glory than for gain 
or profit. But the very stars of heaven might be 
said to \idLVQ fought against Sisera, in the dreadful 
tempest which fell upon his army; by which the 
river vra.s so much swelled as to sweep them away 
by a mighty flood. 

Deborah then speaks with great triumph of having 
conquered such powerful enemies, who could not 
save themselves by the utmost swiftness of their 
horses. It is not easy to say who are meant by the 
inhabitants ofMeroz, against whom she utters such. 
bitter curses for not giving their assistance in the 
Lord's cause; but it is probable they lived near the 
place were the battle was fought, and were there- 
fore particularly blameable for their shameful con- 
duct. She now passes on to bestow the highest 
commendations on the heroic action of Jael, which 
would render her name famous to posterity ; first, 
for her prudence in detaining Sisera in her tent, 
and then for her courage in taking away his life 
in so dexterous a manner. This, as we before ob- 
served, could only be justified by the peculiar cir- 
cumstances of the case, and by the secret impulse 
which urged her to fulfil the prophecy of his falling 
by the hand of a teaman. Having mentioned the 
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violent and sudden death of Sisera, she describes in 
very poetical language the eagerness with which his 
mother expected his return from the battle; repre- 
senting him as certain of victory, and only occupied 
in dividing^ and taking his share of, the spoils, 
Deborah concludes her song by beseeching God to 
take the like vengeance upon all his enemies , and 
to increase the strength and power of his faithful 
servants, even as the sun increases in strength from 
its rising until mid-day. 

Let us learn from this song of praise, to be sin- 
cere and hearty in our thanksgivings to God for 
every public and for every private blessing. If God 
enable us to get the better of our enemies, let us 
give him the glory, and remember, that we all have 
a victory to gain over the greatest of enemies, over 
sin; against which we must be constantly upqn our 
guard, endeavouring to subdue every evil mclination, 
and bringing into captivity every thought to the 
obedience of Christ, 



THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

iWomfng Sb^fce. 

1 Samuel ii. 

Hannah, the wife of Elkanah, having been long 
barren, was at length blessed with a son, whom she 
named Samuel, and determined to devote him to 
God from his childhood. With a thankful heart to 
God for his goodness to her, she composed the 
hymn of praise with which this chapter begins. 
She first expresses her joy and gratitude to Goa for 
having exalted her from her former low and dejected 
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state, and for having furnished her with an answer 
to those who reproached her with barrenness. Who 
can be compared to God either for holiness or power? 
Let not any onethen presume to judge others, for the 
Lord alone hath a perfect knowledge of all events, 
and regulates the auctions of men. His power is 
shewn in the great changes which take place in hu- 
man affairs : for, through Him the mighty are hum- 
bled, and the weak are endued with strength. They 
who have been loaded with prosperity, have been 
forced to labour for their daily bread: while, on the 
other hand, those who have been starving with hun- 
ger ^ have been blessed with such an abundance that 
all their complaints have ceased. Barren women 
have become fruitful, or the fruitful barren, accord* 
ing to his good pleasure. In his hands alone are 
life and death, riches and poverty. Those o£ the 
lowest condition doth he sometimes lift up to stations 
of the greatest eminence and dignity. Neither can 
we wonder at these instances of his power, when we 
consider that He created and supports the world, 
with all things that are therein. He shall preserve 
his faithful servants, but will confound the insolence 
of the wicked, whose strength and power shall be of 
no account in his sight. He shall utterly destroy 
his enemies, nor shall the most distant peo^de escape 
his Judgments: but He shall ejcalt his chosen king, 
even David, the type of the Messiah, or anointed 
Saviour. 

When Elkanah had performed his vow of thanks- 
giving to God, he returned home; but his chUd 
Samuel, who had been dedicated to the Lord in a 
peculiar manner, was left with Eli, the High Priest, 
m order to be employed in ministering to the Lord, 
as soon as he should be capable of it. Now it hap- 
pened, that notwithstanding the sacred office which 
2f/2 sustained, his sons were men of vile and impious 
characters, who wholly disregarded the divine ordi- 
nances. By the law which enjoined the sacrifice of 
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snimals, certain parts of then: were allotted to the 

Eriest; and the remainder was allowed to be eaten 
y those who made the offering. The sons of Eli, 
not being satisfied with their own portion, intro- 
duoed a new custom, which was this : while thejlesh 
was boiling in a convenient place not far from the 
altar, they sent a servant to bring away whatever 
part they could lay hold of. And even in those sa* 
crifices where the /at was ordered to be burnty in 
the first place, to God, they were so impious as to 
demand whatever part they liked, before they per- 
mitted God to have his portion. And if any one 
objected to this, as being contrary to the law, they 
were so insolent as to threaten to strengthen their 
demand by force. And so profane was their gene- 
ral behaviour, that they brought the worship of God 
into contempt. 

In the mean time Samuel began his ministry in 
a manner suited to his age ; and besides the dressy 
of his sacred ofiSce, his mother supplied him every 
year with other necessary garments. And Eli wa^ 
so struck with the piety of ElkanaJi and Hannah, 
in devoting their cnild to the service of God, that 
he sent them home with solemn benedictions and 
promises of a more numerous family, which in dua 
time were fulfilled. 

Eli, being now an old man, was informed of his 
sons' abominable wickedness, which was got to such 
a pitch, that they even debauched some of the wo- 
men, who came to the tabernaele to perform their 
devotions. Instead of punishing them with severity,. 
£li contented himself with gently reproving them 
for their profligate behaviour and bad example; 
hinting also, that, as their offence was chiefly against 
God, he would refer their punishment to Him, and 
not presume to judge them himself. These mild 
reproofs however were entirely disregarded by 
them, for God had given them over to a reprobate; 
mind. 
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lo the mean time a Prophet, divinely inspired, 
came to deliver Eli a message from God. Is this 
thy return, saith the Lord, for the favours I have 
conferred upon thee, and upon thy fathers of old, 
when I gave to Aaron and his family the dignity and 
privileges of the priestly oflBce? And dost thou now 
resist my ordinance respecting sacrifices? suffering 
thy sons to usurp an authority superior to mine, and 
fattening themselves at their pleasure with offerings 
which belong to me? God then declares, that 3- 
though he had formerly promised to continue the 
office of High Priest in Eli's family through succes- 
sive generations. He should now. revoke that pro- 
mise; it being a fixed rule of his Providence, to be- 
stow favour or punishments according as men reve- 
renced or despised Him. He therefore threatens to 
deprive the family of Eli of all their power, and not to 
suffer them to live out half their time. It should dso 
be their fate to see an enemy in God's habitation^ 
that is, to see the ark taken away from the tabernacle 
by the Philistines, after all the good which God had 
done to Israel, And even if any of them should not 
be cut off by a ispeedy vengeance, it would render 
their lives miserable to see their family deprived of 
their former dignity; though indeed most of them 
would die in eany youth. This was strictly fulfilled 
in Eli's two sons, llophni and Phineas, who perish- 
ed together when the Philistines took the ark of God. 
In future times however God would raise up 9, faith" 
ful IRgh^Priest^'m whose family the office should be 
continued through a perpetual succession. This is 
probably meant of Zadok, who was High-Priest in 
the time of Solomon; but it refers also to Jesus 
Christ, who is our great High-Priest and interces- 
sor for evermore. The Prophet concludes his mes- 
sage to Eli, by assuring him, that those of his family 
who were not cut off, should be reduced to so low 
a condition as to beg the smallest charity from the 
High-Priest, or to be employed in the meanest 

I 
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offices belonging to the priesthood^ in order to keep 
them from starving. 

The example of Hannah may teach us never to 
despair of obtaining the favour of God, if we ask it 
with a devout and pure heart: we may also learn 
from it to be ever ready to express our gratitude to 
God for every instance of his goodness to us. In thd 
next place, let parents and all those whose office it is 
to reprove and correct the wickedness of others, be- 
ware how they connive at it, and by a mistaken iii* 
dulgence encourage, instead of punishing, the of- 
fenders. Lastly, we may observe from hence, that 
the promises of God are conditional, and will cer- 
tainly be revoked, if we forfeit his favour by dis- 
obeying his commands. 



THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY.^ 

1 Samuel hi. 

Samuel, being as yet little more than a childy had 
begun his ministry under the direction of Eli, But 
he was so young, that he knew not the manner in 
which God had been accustomed to reveal himself to 
man; and indeed at that time God seldom thought 
fit to make an open declaration of his will by vision 
or otherwise. Now, when old Eli was retired to rest 
near the tabernacle, Samuel also lay down so as to 
be within call of him, Eli having almost lost hid 
sight: while it was yet night, and. the lamps were 
still burning, the Lord called Samuel by his name. 
The child, blinking it was Eli's voice, ran auickly 
to see what he wanted. This being repeated three 
times, Eli concluded that GoA had called him. Ht 
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therefore ordered Samuel, in case he heard the voice 
again, to express his readiness to do whatever God 
should command. 

Upon this the Lord spoke plainly to Samuel of 
his intention to punish Eli and his family in a man- 
ner that would astonish every one that heard it; and 
that when once the punishment was begun it should 
be made complete. For he had already given him 
Warning of what his crime deserved, in not severely 
checking the vileness and iniquity of his sons, 
which was so abominable and so hemous in its con- 
sequences, that no kind of sacrifice could remove 
or lessen the guilt of it. 

When Samuel saw Eli in the morning, he was un- 
willing to distress him by what the Lord had told 
him : but Eli having pressed him in the strongest 
manner to declare the whole of it, he was obliged to 
disclose it. And Eli was so conscious of his own 
guilt, and of the justice of God's sentence, that he 
submitted to it without a murmur. 
• In the mean time Samuel received visible tokens 
of God's special favour, and treasured up in his 
mind whatever God was pleased to communicate to 
him. And all the people of Jsrael, from one end 
of the kingdom to the other, reverenced him as a 
sacred Prophet. And the Lord continued to re- 
vecd himself to him in the same clear and distinct 
manner as he bad done At first; 

We may observe from th^example of Samuel, of 
what importance it is that the young should be early 
devoted to the service of God. It is to such that 
He will reveal his wiQ, and make known the trea- 
sures of his wisdom. How amiable was the mo- 
desty of Samuel in not caring to shew EH the vision. 
Let us learn from it ne^er to be forward in publish- 
ing unwelcome and uncharitable truths, unless ne- 
cessity require it.* However we may condemn the 
beliaviour of Eli with regard to his sons, we cannot 

i2 
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but admire the humility and resignation with which 
he submitted to God's decree. Thus may we all 
receive the chastisements of God as tlie due reward 
of our sins, and as awakening calls to repentance 
and amendment! 



THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY, 

iWomfng Sbnbto. 

1 Samuel xii. 

The Israelites^ dissatisfied with being mxAox %uo y^^ 
culiar government of God, had requested Samuel to 
anoint Saul to be king over them. Though God 
was displeased with them for it. He had permitted 
Samuel to comply with their request And Samuel, 
being grown old, and having laid down the office of 
a judse which he had so long exercised over them^ 
appeals to them for his integrity and uprightness 
from his youth up until now. He challenges them, 
and calls Qod to witness in the presence of their 
anointed king, to bring any charge against him, to 
prove his ever having taken any thing from them by 
force or fraud, or tnat he had been Imbed to give 
any partial judgment. And they readily acknow- 
leclged him to have been perfectly upright and 
blameless. 

He now takes occasion from their being assembled 
together, to recite before them many of the rights 
eous acts of the Lord, both in their punishment and 
deliverance, as well as their ungrateful behaviour 
under them. In particular, he takes notice of God*s 
having delivered them out of Egypt, and having 
brought them into Canaan : and auerwards, when 
they fell into idolatry, he left them to be punished 
by their enemies; but still, upon, their repentance 
%nd promises of amendment. He restored tliem to his 
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fevour^ raising up for them judges and valiant com-^ 
manders^ 1/vho delivered them from their enemies, 
and procured them peace and safety. Nevertheless^ 
they put so little confidence in God^ that^ upon the 
appearance of a new enemy^ thev were impatient to 
oe governed by a new kme^ like the other neighbour- 
ing nations; forgetting that Ood himself was their 
king, and had ever ruled over them with mercy 
and loving kindness* He then tells them^ that as 
they had chosen to have a king, and God had com* 
plied with their desires; if they wished to be a hap- 
py people, and continue to enjoy his favour, they 
must be steady in obeying his commands. But if 
they were disobedient and rebelliousy they might 
depend upon not escaping punishment. 

And now, in order to prove to them the truth of 
what be had said, and to convince them that God 
would certainly hearken to his prayers, Samuel de- 
clares he will immediately pray to him to send a 
storm of thunder and rain. As it was now the time 
of harvest when rain very rarely, if ever, falls in that 
country, such an event might well be considered as 
a kind of miracle, as well as a proof of God's dis- 
pleasu^ for their rejecting him from being their 
king. When a violent tempest arose in answer to 
Samuel's prayers, the peopte were struck with ter- 
ror, and besought him to intercede with God for 
them, that He would pardon their sins, especially 
this great one of throwing off the divine government. 
Samuel entreated them not to despair, but to conti- 
nue steadfast in the service of the Lord, and above 
all things to beware of the vain and profane worship 
of other gods. As the Lord had chosen them for 
his peculiar people, he certainly would not forsake 
them; but on the other hand, they were bound to 
reverence and serve Him faithfully, and never to 
forget the wonderful blessings He had bestowed 
upon them. In regard to himself, Samuel assures ^ 
them that they should never want his hearty prayers. 
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Dor his instructions for their maintaining an upright 
and religious conduct. 

What ^n exampla does Samuel afford of integrity 
and uprightness in the discharge of an important 

Eublic trust! May all who are concerned in such, 
e equally guiltless of oppression, fraud/or injustice! 
From^ the restless iaif)auence of the Israelites, and 
their eagerness to shake off the divine government^ 
let us beware how we fall into somewhat of the same 
error: for if once we cast off our subjection to God, 
our sinful passions will get the dominion over us, 
and we shall too late lament the fatal exchange. 
When Saul became king, Samuel ceased to be the 
judge of Israel ; but he ceased not to pray for them : 
and herein he has left us all an amiable pattern of 
praying for one another, even for the obstinate and 
ungrateful; and an example to those who arequali* 
fied for it, to persevere in teaching their brethren 
the good and the right way. 



THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

1 Samuel xiii. 

When Saul had been king of Israel two years, and 
the people were in some degree freed from the op- 

Eression of the Philistines, Saul formed a chosen 
ody of soldiers, as a guard for him and his son Jontp- 
than, and dismissed the rest of his army. But Jo^ 
natkan having attacked a garrison of the Philistines^ 
it became the cause of a newwar, so that Saul thought 
it necessary to summon the people of Israel together 
by public proclamation. When they were assembled, 
it appeared that Jonathan's attack upon the Philis- 
tines, which was probably by Saul's orders, had 



Lessons of the Old Testament, 175 

greatly incensed the two nations against each other. 
On the other hand, the Philistines got together a 
very large army, which so terrified the Israelites, 
that numbers of them deserted from Saul and con- 
cealed themselves in different places. Some of them 
fled to the other side of the river Jordan, and they 
who remained wit}i Saul in GUgal were in great 
dread. 

Samuel not arriving so soon as Saul expected, to 
assist him with his advice, and to ofier sacrifices to 
God for his blessing upon their arms, Said became 
so impatient, that he ventured to take upon himself 
the office of a priest, and to make the necessary 
offerings. When Samuel car/ie, Saul endeavoured 
to excuse himself by the pressing necessity of the 
case; the desertion of his soldiers, the absence of 
Samuel, and the assembling of the enemy's army 
having/breed him, as he pretended, to act contrary 
to his inclination. But Samuel reproached him for 
his folly and wickedness in having disobeyed the 
command of God, who would not continue the 
kingdom in his family, but would set over his peo- 
ple a king, whom he himself would choose, and who 
should perform, bis will. When Saul came to num- 
ber his forces, so great had been the desertion that 
they only amounted to six hundred men; and while 
he and Samuel remained in a strong place, the Phi- 
listineSf who were encamped in the neighbourhood, 
sent out several parties to lay waste the country. 
Now Saul's army was not only very small, but was 
so ill provided with arms, that although they might 
have, such weapons as slings and bows and arrows, 
none of them, except Saul and Jonathan, had so 
much as a sword or spear > The reason of this was, 
that the Philistines having for a long time held the 
Israelites in subjection, they would not suffer them 
to have ^ny smith among them, who could make 
instruments of war. They permitted them, how- 
ever, to. have tools and instruments of husbandry; 
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but, in order to make even these fit for use, the A^ 
faeiites were forced to apply to the Philistines^ who 
had several strong garrisons in the neighbourhood. 

From the example of Saul^ In not hearkening to 
the command of Samuel, the prophet of the Lord^ 
and thereby forfeitinghis kingdom, we may see the 
ill effects of disobedience to God. Whether we 
fiflly comprehend the reason of the divine com- 
mands or not, our duty is to obey them, and by no 
means to suppose that our disobedience to the po* 
sitive laws of God can ever be justified by any ex- 
cuses, or even by the pretence of serving Him in a 
more acceptable way. ' 



THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

1 SaMUBL XV. 

God, intending to make a new trial of Saul's obe« 
dience, commanded him by Samuel to execute upon 
the Amalekites the sentence which had long ago 
been denounced against them. For, when the child- 
ren of Israel first came out of Egypt, the Amale- 
kites fell upon them by surprise, and without any 
provocation. This treacherous dealing, in addition 
to their wickedness in other respects, made them 
just objects of God's wrath; and accordingly Saul 
is ordered to make a complete destruction of them 
and every thing belonging to them. Having assem- 
bled together a large army, he attacked them in a 
narrow strait and made great havoc amongst them. 
But as some of the Kenites dwelt among the Amale" 
kites f he gave them warning to make their escape^ 
in remembrance of their former kind treatment of 
the Israelites. Saul, however, being of a covetous 
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disposition, was more inclined to indulge that pas- 
sion than fully to comply with the command of God: 
he therefore spared the king of the AmalekiteSy and 
all the best of the cattle^ and every thing that was 
valuable^ destroying only what was vile and useless* 
This partial obedience was highly displeasing to 
God; who acquainted Samuel with his intention of 
taking away tne kingdom from Saul. Samuel^ with 
great kindness^ earnestly prayed to Grod in his be* 
half; then coming to Saul, he found him preparing 
a place for a triumphant show of the spoil he had 
taken. Saul appeared so insensible of his faulty 
that he boasted of having done all that God had 
commanded. When Samuel expressed his doubts 
of it, on account of the loud noise which then 
sounded in ^is ears from the cattle of the Amale- 
kites; Saul scrupled not to lay the blame upon the 
people, and to pretend that the best of the cattle 
were spared, with an intention of offering them in 
sacrifice. Upon this, Samuel addressed him with 
great freedom, and put him in mind of God's having 
raised him from an humble situation to the throne 
of Israel, and also of his late command to him 
utterly to destroy the Amalekites. Surely then 
nothing but covetousness and a greedy desire of the 
spoil could have induced him to act contrary to 
tne will of God. 

Saul still pretended that he had obeyed the com- 
mand of God, and again accused the people of 
sparing the best part of the spoil for the purpose of 
oaring it in sacrifice. But to prove to him bow 
vain that excuse was, Samuel assured him, that God 
considered obedience to his laws as much more va- 
luable than any sacr^ce or offering whatever. 
For rebellion against his authority was one of the 
most heinous sins, and obstinate disobedience might 
be compared to idolatry itself. Wherefore, as he 
had disregarded the orders of the Lord, God had 
resolved to deprive him of his kingdom. 

j3 
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Saul novr appeared to have some sense of his 
faulty but made a wretched excuse in pretending to 
ho,ve feared the displeasure of the people more flian 
Uiat of God. However^ he entreated Samuel to turn 
back and join with him in endeavouring to obtain 
God's pardon. But Samuel turning hastily from 
him, Saul^ inhopesofstoppinghim, Az^'fifAoMofhis 
garment; and the garment being suddenly torn, 
Samuel took occasion from thence to assure him, 
that thus should the kingdom be torn away from 
him, and be bestowed upon one much more worthy 
to govern it This would be an unchangeable de« 
cree, since it proceeded from that all-powerful God, 
who, unlike a weak and fallible man, can neither 
deceive nor repent. Upon SauFs acknowledging 
his guilt, and oegging Samuel to shew him respect 
before his subjects by joining with him in prayer, 
Samuel was prevailed upon to comply with his 
request. 

After this, Samuel, having a special direction for 
it from God, proceeded to the*execution of Agag 
the king of the Amatekites^ who, flattering himself 
that he should escape with his life, approached him 
with his accustomed soft and delicate airsi But 
Samuel immediately pronounced sentence of death 
upon him, as a just punishment for his many acts 
of cruelty. Upon this Samuel and Saul parted, 
and each of them went to his diflerent place of 
abode; neither did Samuel visit Said again, con^ 
sidering him as forsaken by God, who had destined 
another for the throne of Israel. Samuel however, 
as became a good man and a prophet, grieved 
heartily for Saul. 

The chief lesson to be learnt from this chapter is, 
an entire obedience to all God's commands. This 
is so plain a rule that we cannot mistake it: what- 
ever the law of God commands, it is our bounden 
duty to obey; and whatever that forbids, we must 
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on no account commit. Let us then be careful how 
we transgress this rule, either from an undue re- 
spect to the authority of man, or even under a 
pretence of serving God in a more acceptable way. 
He himself hath told us, that to obey is better than 
sacrifice; that is, he prefers a strict observance of 
his positive commands, and of moral duties, before 
the outward ceremonies of religion. Our Saviour 
too has taught us, that charity towards our offending 
brethren is to take place of bringing our gifts to 
God's altar; and that the sacred duty of relieving 
our parents, when in want, must never be neglected 
upon any pretence, that what would supply their 
wants is devoted by us to the service of God. Let 
us, therefore, ever bear in mind, that it is in vain to 
think of honouring God by transgressing any of his 
commands. 



THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

lEbenfng Sbetbtce. 

1 Samuel xvii. 

Though God had determined to dispossess Saul of 
his kingdom, and that none of his posterity should 
sit upon the throne of Israel, he was still permitted 
to be king, but was forsaken by the Spirit of God, 
During that time the Israelites and Philistines were 
again engaged in war, and their armies were so near 
as to be within hearing of each other. In order to 
strike a terror into the Israelites, a man of immense 
9ize and height came out of the Philistines' camp, 
and offered \joJight any one in single combat. He 
was covered over with armour in proportion to his 
vast strength, and his spear was so large that it 
might be compared to the main beam that supports 
a weaver's loom. A man also went before him to 
carry bis shield^ either as a mark of greater ^te, or 
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to shew that he himself stood in no need of defence. 
Trusting to his great strength, he addressed the 
Israelites in very insulting language, considering 
them as no better than slaves in comparison of a 
Philistine, challenging one of them to fisht with 
him, and offering that the conqueror should decide 
the fate of the two armies. It is no wonder that the 
Israelites were greatly terrified at this haughty foe. 
David being chosen by God to fight this giant, a 
short account is here given of his father Jesse, and 
also of three of his brothers who were with the army. 
David, who wa^ the youngest^ had been sent home 
again, and was employed by his father in taking 
care of his flock. At the very time that this mighty 
giant was, for many days together, making an ofier 
to fight any one or the Israelites in single combat, 
David's father sent him to the army with a supply 
of provisions for his brethren, and a little present 
for their captain^ and also to bring a certain ac- 
count of his brethren's welfare. On arriving at the 
camp, he found the two armies just ready to engage; 
so that leaving with his servant what he had brought 
from his father, he made haste to see his brethren 
before the battle began. While he was in conver- 
sation with them, the Philistine champion, whose 
7iame was Ooliath, repeated his daily challenge, toi 
the great terror and dismay of all the men of Israel. 
And some, who stood near David, inquired of him, 
if he had seen this proud boaster, who set all Israel 
at defiance ; or if he had heard what reward Saul 
had ofiered to the man who should kili him; even 
to bestow his own daughter upon him in marriage, 
and load him with riches and honours. When Da^ 
vid heard this account confirmed, he felt himself 
inspired with such zeal for God's glory, that he 
could not refrain from expressing his contempt of 
this insolent heathen, who dared to ilefy the chosen 
people of the true Ood, While this was passing, 
the eldest brother of David, provoked at his forward 
zeal, and envious of the reputation he might possi* 
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bly gain, reproached him with pride and vain* 
glory, for coming to a scene of action so little suit- 
ed to a youth, who was only fit to look after sheep. 

As David was so urgent in his inquiries, and 
shewed such marks of courage and self-confidence, 
his words came at last to me ears of Saul: and 
upon the kinor's questioning him, David boldly re- 
newed his offer of fighting the giant When Saul 
expressed his apprehensions on account of the ex- 
treme youth of David, and of the strength and ex^ 
perience of Goliath, David removed his objections 
by acquainting him with the manner in which he 
had killed the fiercest wild beasts, in defence of 
his /ather*s flock: adding moreover, that the same 
Almighty Power, which had delivered him from 
those savage beasts, would not fail to save him from 
this insolent heathen, who dared to challenge the 
chosen people of Ood. 

Upon this, Saul gave his consent, and prayed 
that God would prosper him. He furnished him 
also with a complete suit of armour; but when Da- 
vid made trial of its weight, he found it so heavy 
and cumbersome, and was so wholly unaccustomed 
to any thing of the kind, that he presently laid it aside. 
Taking therefore nothing but his shepherd's staff^^ 
and his slings and having put into a bc^ a few 
stones which he had picked up, he boldly went 
forward to meet his enemy. The Philistine, not 
expecting to encounter such a stripling, despised 
the youthful appearance of David; and cursing 
him for coming against him with a stick, as if he 
were a dog, he threatened him with instant de« 
struction. David, undaunted by bis threats, re^ 
plied to him, that he placed not his trust in any 
kind of arms, but in the assurance of help from the 
great Lord of all things, the governor and pro* 
tector of Israel. Trusting in his almighty power, 
Jie doubted not of gaining an easy conquest, and 
proving to all the world, that God does not con- 
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quer by human strength of arms^ but disposes of 
victory according to his good pleasure. 

Having said this, he waited not for the giant's 
attack, but whirliilg a stone from his sling, he aim- 
ed his blow so well^ through the divine direction, 
that he brought the mighty champion to the ground. 
Thus did a mere stone and sling, with the assist* 
ance of God, prevail over the most formidable 
weapons, even in the hands of a giant. David now 
seizing Goliath's sword, severed his head from his 
body. And the Philistines having lost the hero 
upon whom they placed so much dependance, ^fied 
from the Israelites, who pursued tnem with great 
slaughter to the j^a^e^ of tneir principal cities. In 
the mean time JDavid was brought to Saul, who, 
either from the different appearance he now made, 
or from his own failure of n^emory, did not immedi* 
ately recollect him ; though it was not long since 
David had attended Saul, in order to divert his 
melancholy by playing on the harp. Abner, the 
commander of Saul's army, not being able to satis- 
fy the king's inquiries, Siavl entered into conversa- 
tion with the youth himself, concerning his family 
and other circumstances. 

This interesting story furnishes us with this im- 
portant lesson, that, whatever we engage in, we 
ought to place our chief trust and confidence in God. 
The simplest means, with his blessing upon them, 
will be crowned with full success: while, on the 
contrary, the utmost efforts of human skill and pow*^ 
er often fail to compass their end. Let us then not 
vainly trust in our own strength, especially in the 
combat against our spiritual foes; but looking up 
with confidence to God, and endeavouring by every 
means to deserve his favour, let us arm ourselves 
with those Christian graces, which, through thedivine 
assistance, may enable us to fight the good fight, 
and to quench all the fiery darts of the wickm. 
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THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

iWotning Sbwbice. 

2 Samuel xii. 

Thb chapter before this contains an account of Da* 
vid's committing adultery with Bathsbeba, and of 
bis murdering Uriah, her husband: nor does it ap- 

Eear from it, that he had yet fully repented of those 
orrid crimes. We are here informed, that, in or«^ 
der to awaken him to a sense of guilt, God was 
pleased to send to him Nathan the prophet, whoj 
lu a parable admirably fitted to strike his consci- 
ence, set before him an exact picture of his case. 
The parable is so plain, in most particulars, that it 
needs no explanation; and the application of it 
being, given afterwards, we will pass on to observe, 
that David, not being conscious how nearly it ap- 
plied to his own sinful conduct, pronounced a se- 
vere sentence upon the supposed rich man, who, not 
satisfied with his own great possessions, shamefully 
deprived his poor neighbour of all he held most dean 
Nathan having brought David to the point he 
wisliedy namely, to condemn himself, now tells him, 
that he is the man intended by the parable. And 
in order to give him a stronger sense of his guilt, 
Nathan then points out to him some of the peculiar 
obligations he was under to God; who had made 
him king over his chosen people, preserved him 
from the many attempts of Saul against his life, and 
upon his succeeding him in the kingdom, had made 
him heir to all his possessions, of which the wives 
and concubines of kings were in those days reck- 
oned a part. Neither would God have withheld 
from him any other favours, which he could reason- 
ably have desired. What a provocation then was 
it against God, not only to have been guilty of adul- 
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tery, but have procured the death of the innocent 
husbandy in order to obtain complete possession of 
his wife. God threatens, therefore, that this utter 
contempt of his laws shall be punished by the aveng- 
ing sword on David's own family ; some of whom 
should carry their evil designs against David to 
such a pitch as even to lie with his concubines in 
the sight of his people. This was literally fulfilled 
by Absalom, when he rebelled against his father. 

The sentence, which Nathan had now pronounced 
upon David, had such an eiiect upon him, that he 
immediately acknowledged his guilt; in few words 
indeed, but we may well conclude from Nathan's 
answer, that his sorrow was great, and his repent- 
ance sincere: for the prophet assures him on the 
Eart of God, that the punishment of death, which 
is crimes highly deserved, should not be inflicted 
on him. But though God thought fit to spare Da- 
vid's life upon his repentance, he suffered grievously 
in many ways ; for, besides the death of his child 
by Bathsheba, and many other sore calamities which 
befel him, several of his sons died violent deaths, 
and one of them perished in open rebellion against 
his father. 

Soon after this, David began to feel the effects of 
his aggravated sin; for the chUdy which was the 
fruit of his adultery, fell sick, David was so much 
grieved at it, that he shut himself up in close retire- 
ment, refused his ordinary food, and in the humblest 
posture besought God to revoke this part of his pu- 
nishment. As the illness of the child had so much 
afflicted him, DavicPs servants cared not to increase 
his distress by acquainting him with its death. But 
when he was informed of the fact, he entirely 
changed bis behaviour; for he put off his habit of 
mourning, he went to the house of God to worship^ 
and then returned home to partake of his usual re- 
freshment His attendants were not a little sur- 
prised at his conduct, which David accounted for 



Lessons of the Old Testament. 185 

in a very satisfactory manner ; informing them, that 
so long as the child urns livings he was not without 
hopes that his humiliation . and hearty repentance 
might prevail upon God to spare its life. But now, 
the case was entirely altered; the actual death of 
the child had put an end to those hopes; all his 
prayers and tears could never restore it to life; and 
therefore he concluded that the wisest part he could 
now act^ was^ to cease his lamentations and prepare 
for his own death. 

David having borne his loss with so much forti- 
tude^ endeavoured also to comfort his wife; and he 
had a son by her^ who was called SoUmon, on 
whom God bestowed abundant marks of his favour. 
But David^ who was greatly afiected by the kindness 
of God towards him^ upon his repentance gave his 
son a name expressive of the love which God bore 
towards him ; for the name Jedidiah signifies^ be* 
loved of the Lord* 

About this time Joab^ the commander of David's 
forces, besieged one of die cities of the Ammonites^ 
and io6k. that part of it where the royal palace 
stood, and which- was situated by the side of the 
water. But Joaby being desirous tnat David should 
also share in the glory of this conquest, requested 
him to come in pers6n with the remainder, of the 
army. And the city, being presently taken, was 
spoiled of all its riches, and the iniserable inhabit- 
ants were brought into subjection, and many of them 
punished in a severe and cruel manner, to deter 
others from following their wicked examples. 

The chapter before us will furnish several very 
useful reflections. In the first place, we are hereby 
taught to use the utmost prudence and discretion 
when we venture to reprove others; not charging 
them directly with their faults, but leading them on 
by degrees, so as to make them condemn themselves* 
Secondly^ it is highly important for us to observe. 



186 A Course of Lectures on the 

how one sin draws on another: if David bad in the 
first instance restrained his lust, he would not have 
been guilty of adultery, . and much less of murder. 
Let us learn then to cheek all our sinful desires in 
the bud, lest by degrees they hurry us on to the 
most heinous crimes. Thirdly, as David freely con- 
fessed his sins as soon as he was convinced of his guilt, 
so let our repentance be ever ready to follow convic- 
tion. The deeper our guilt may be, the more sin- 
cere and hearty must be our sorrow* And happy 
will it be for grievous sinners, if in this life they 
suffer the chastisements of the Lord, that their souls 
may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. Iiastly 
let us learn from hence, not to indulge a fruitless 
grief for our departed friends^ nor to be sorry as 
men without hope: but having paid to their me- 
mory that due tnbute of sorrow, which nature de- 
mands, and religion allows, let us turn our thoughts 
to the important consideration, that although they 
shall not return to us; yet we shall ^o to them. And 
let this strongly urge us to lose no tune in preparing 
for our own final departure, that whenever our Lord 
comethy he may find us watching. 



THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Sbening §berb(ce. 

2 SaMU£L XIX. 

Notwithstanding the . shameful behaviour and 
open rebellion of his son Absalom, David lamented 
his death with the most passionate expressions of 
grief. And the news of it reached /oab, when he re- 
turned from the battle. David was so highly re* 
spected by the people, that they shared in his grief, 
so that it looked more like a time of mourning than 
of joy and triumph for a victory. For, to avoid dis- 
turbing David's.sorrow, they^ who returned from the 
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ti'rmy^ stole privately into their houses, with the ap« 
pearance of thieves rather than of conquerors. As 
the king stiU continued in the habit of a mourner^ 
and renewed his bitter lamentations^ Joab thought 
it necessary to rouse him from his lethargy, by ad- 
dressing him in plain and sharp language. He told 
him, that such conduct was an ill return for the ser- 
vices of those who had delivered him, and every 
thing that was dear to him, from his rebellious sub- 
jecjts. — ^That it gave room to suspect he was more 
partial to his enemies than to his friends^ and that 
be valued the rebel Absalom more than any of his 
faithful servants. — And in short, if he did not alter 
his behaviour, en^ speak, to them with the kindness 
and gratitude they deserved, he was resolved to take 
back the whole army, and to leave him in a more 
destitute condition than any be had yet experiQuced^ 
This advice had the proper effect ; and the king ap- 
peared in the gate of the city, the place where pub* 
lie meetings were held, that he might receive the 
congratulations of the people, who, during the ex- 
cess of his grief, had kept out of sight. 

And now there arose a dispute between the se- 
veral tribes J who should be the most forward in 
bringing the king back to Jerusalem. For they 
"began to reflect with shame, that, upon Absalom's 
rebellion^ they had. driven David away from the 
royal city, notwithstanding all their obligations to 
him for defeating their enemieSy especially the 
Philistines: and whatever had been their intentions 
with respect to raising Absalom to the throne, his 
death had put an end to them. As David was un- 
willing that the men of Judahy who were his own 
tribe, and many of them his near relations, should 
be the la^t to hasten his return to Jerusalem, he 
sent messengers to inform them of his situation and 
wishes. To Amasa, who was nearly allied to him 
in blood, being his nephew, he sent a particular 
zpessage, promising him the command of the army. 
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in the room of Joab. The people of Judah were 
won by the kind expressions o£ David, tod they all 
nnited* in begging hira to return. So the kins$ 
who was on the other side of Jordany immediately 
set out and came to the river^ where the elders of 
Judah met him. 

The next that came to wait upon the king was 
Shimei the Bemamitey who, upon David's being 
driven out of Jerusaleniy had curst him and even 
cast stones at him, as we read in the sixteenth chap* 
ter of this book. Shimei therefore being apprehen- 
sive that David might now take vengeance on him^ 
was eager to confess his fault, and in the humblest 
manner to implore the king's mercy. And now 
Abishaiy the son of Zeruian and brother of Joab^ 
advised the king to punish Shimei with death. 
But Davidy wisely intending to pardon all former 
injuries, and to shed no blood upon recovering his 
kingdom, resisted the advice which both Abishai 
and Joab gave him; reproving them sharply for in- 
terfering, and telling them plainly that he alone^ as 
king, had power to punish or to pardon. 

Among those that accompanied Shimei to Jor- 
dan, was Zibay who had been a servant of Saul, 
and whom David had appointed to manage the es- 
tate which he had given Mephiboshethy the son of 
Jonathan, David's great friend. This Ziba, as we 
also read in the sixteenth chapter, had afterwards 
deceived David by falsely accusing Mephibosheth 
of taking part in Absalom's rebellion; upon which 
the king had promised him Mephibosheth's estate 
for himself. iNow Mephibosheth, far from deserv- 
ing the character of a traitor, which Ziba had given 
him, had in reality continued in a state of mourning, 
so as wholly to neglect his dress, ever since the 
king had been driven into banishment. When he 
met the king at Jericsalemy and David inc^uired of 
him, why he had not accompanied him in his flight, 
•Mephibosheth assured him that it was wholly 



Lessons of the Old Testament. 189 

owing to Ziba, who had not only prevented his 
ridingy which his lameness rendered absolutely ne- 
cessary to him^ but liad also basely accused him of 
treason; a crime, which the quick discernment of 
the king must know to be utterly false. He there- 
fore submits himself entirely to the king's good 
pleasure, being conscious ot the great superiority 
of David over auy of Saul's family, and how small 
a claim he himself had to the king's favour, or to 
trouble him with any complaints. David, referring 
to his former grant of the estate to Mephibosheth, 
as mentioned in the ninth chapter of this book, bids 
him be contented, for he and Ziba should divide 
the Umdy that is, Mephibosheth should continue to 
be the rightful owner of it, and Ziba should cultivate 
it and give him half the produce, which was no un- 
usual way of letting estates in that country. Me- 
phibosheth, in a transport of joy at the restoration 
of Da?id to his kingdom, replied with great gene- 
rosity, that since that happy event had taken place, 
he was perfectly willing that Ziba should possess the 
whole. 

Another person, who came to conduct the king 
over Jordan, was a very old man, named BarziUai^ 
who, during part of the time that David was absent 
from Jerusalem, had supplied him and his attend- 
ants with provisions ana other necessaries. David 
wished now to shew his gratitude for that kindness, 
and therefore offered in return to entertain him at 
Jerusalem. But the old man excused himself on 
account of his great age, and having lost all relish 
for the luxurious pleasures of a court; adding also, 
that the service he had been able to perform did not 
entitle him to such a reward. His only wish was 
to return home, that when he died^ which could not 
be far distant, he might be buried with his ances- 
tors. But not being willing to slight the king's fa- 
vours, he offered that his son Chimham should go 
in his place, and receive whatever bounty the king 
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might please to bestow. David readily accepted 
this ofier^ and promised to reward Chimham in the 
way that should be most acceptable to his father. 
After this^ the king took an affectionate leave of 
Barzillai^ and prayed God to shower down his 
blessings upon him. 

David now proceeded on towards Jerusalem^ at^ 
tended by all the principal men of Judah, which 
was his own tribe, and by some of the elders of the 
other tribes of Israel, But when they were joined 
by the remainder of the Israelites, these were jea- 
lous of the seeming preference that was given to the 
men of Judah, as if they themselves were not 
equally desirous of the king's return, or were unfit 
to be consulted on the occasion. This brought on 
a fierce dispute between them; the men ofJudah 
defended their conduct by their near relation to the 
king, and their having acted thus without any view 
to their own interest: while, on the other hand, the 
men of Israel contended, that, as they formed so 
much the larger part of David's subjects, they 
had a greater interest in him than the others, and 
ought at least to have been advised with respect- 
ing his restoration. The men of Judah defend- 
ing their cause with great vehemence, it soon after 
produced another rebellion, of which an account is 
given in the next chapter. 

The reflections upon this chapter shall be short 
First, we may observe the great moderation and 
forbearance of David in pardoning those who had 
grievously insulted and actually rebelled' against 
him. ^ Let us learn from it to be ever ready to for- 
give injuries, and never to indulge a mean and 
wicked spirit of revenge. Secondly, the generous 
offer of Mephibosheth, who set no value upon his 
own personal interest in comparison of the safety of 
his prince, may teach us that our own private con- 
cerns should ever give way to the advantage of the 
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public. A good king is a blessing that cannot be 
too highly prized^ and demands tne utmost grati* 
tude from tnose on whom a gracious Providence has 
bestowed it. Lastly^ the conduct of the men 
of Israel is a lesson to us, to beware of envy and 
jealousy, which disunite those who have one com- 
mon interest, and in ailairs of government produce 
discontent, bitter complaints, and sometimes even 
rebellion itseltl 



THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY. 

iWoming Sbetbte. 

2 Samuel xxi. 

We read in this chapter, that, towards the latter 
end of DavicPs reign, there was a famine in the 
land for three successive years. This punishment, 
it seems, was inflicted on account of SatiPs having 
killed the Oibeonites, at the time when he com- 
manded the priests to be slain in the city of Nob, 
as may be seen in the twenty<*second chapter of the 
first book of Samuel, though the Gibeonites are not 
mentioned there by name. It must be remembered; 
that, in the .days of Joshua, the children of Israel 
had made a solemn covenant of peace with the Gi- 
beonites, and had bound themselves never to molest 
them. As Saul therefore had broken this treaty by 
murdering some of the Gibeonites, and the people 
of Israel had not endeavoured to prevent it, God 
thought fit at this time to include the Israelites in 
the punishment of famine, as well as the posterity 
of Saul. David, being fully sensible of the justice 
ofGrod in this dispensation, inquired of the Oibeon' 
ites what satisfaction would pacify them, and make 
them be reconciled to the people of God. They 
replied^ that it was not riches which they coveted, nor 
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the life of any man^ except of that family by whom 
they had been so much injured: but on them they 
demanded a speedy vengeance, and that seven of 
Saul's sons should be given them to. be publicly 
executed^ in order to appease the anger of God. 
And that it might strike terror, they required that 
this atonement should be made in the very city 
ivhere Saul had lived. 

David, it may be presumed by this divine direc* 
tion, complied with tneir demand; and accordingly 
he delivered up to them seven of Saul's descend* 
ants to be dealt with at their pleasure. This ex* 
ecution took place in the beginning of harvest^ 
which was usually a very dry season, and pecu- 
liarly so at this time. And Rizpa/i, the mother of 
two of these unhappy sufferers, probably with the 
hopes of being permitted to bury them, erected a 
tent upon the spot where they hung: and she had 
the bodies constantly watched day and night, until 
the time that God was pleased to send rain upon 
the earth; a blessing which was considered as an 
acceptance of the atonement, and as an earnest 
of future plenty. This pious action of Rizpah was 
so pleasing to David, that it urged him to bestow 
also a proper burial upon the remains of Saul and 
Jonathan, who were slain by the Philistines, and 
whose bodies were afterwards stolen from them, and 
buried under a tree. These remains, together with 
the seven carcases, had an honorable burial given 
them, and plenty was restored to the land. 

The remainder of this chapter makes mention of 
several battles between the Israelites ^nd Philis* 
tines, in which some of the family of Goliath, and 
of the same gigantic size and stature, had a great 
share. One of these mighty men, who had a new 
kind of weapon, was intent upon killing David, 
who, from his declining years and the fatigues of 
the battle, was become weak and faints Happily 
he was rescued from this alarming danger by the 
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courage of Abishai, the brother of Joab: but in or- 
der that the Israelites might not again be liable to 
lose so valuable and illustrious a king by the chance 
of war^ they made a solemn decree^ that David 
should no more risk his life in battle. Four of the 
giants are mentioned by name^ as being slain by 
l)avid or his servants; and one of them is noted 
for the extraordinary number of his fingers and 
toes^ a wonder in nature^ of which few, if any other, 
instances have occurred. 

The chief observation to be made upon this 
chapter, relates to the punishment of Saul's sons. 
This undoubtedly was severe, and the more so, as 
they do not appear to have suffered death for any 
particular crime of their own. But as the lives of 
all men are at the absolute disposal of God who 
gave them, and as He has positively declared that 
He will visit the sins of the fathers upon the child- 
ren. He certainly may choose what time He pleases 
for executing his judgments; and we may be assur- 
ed that all his proceedings are founded upon jus- 
tice and equity, whether we may be able to account 
for them or not. He alone can fitly judge when to 
strike, and when to delay the stroke. Often too He 
punishes the sinner in this life, that he may be spar- 
ed in the life to come. Let it then be our constant 
practice, strictly to obe^ all God's commands, and 
then we need not stand m dread^ either for ourselves 
or our posterity, of his avenging hand. And should 
it please Him at any time to inflict his severest 
chastisements upon us, let us submit to them with 
humble resi^ation, as the due reward of our sins; 
rejoicing, if it may be, in the destruction of the fleshy 
that so the spirit may be saved in the day of the 
Lord Jesus, 
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THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY. 

lEbening Serbia. 

2 Samuel xxiv. 

We read here, that the Israelites had behaved in 
such a manner as to provoke the anger of the Lord; 
and the imprudence of David contributed also to 
draw down a fresh punishment upon them. For 
he, being tempted by Satan, as the twenty-first 
chapter of the first book of Chronicles informs us, 
yielded to his wicked suggestions, and gave orders 
to have an exact account taken of all those who 
were able to bear arms in Israel and Judah. It 
does not appear in what this sin of numbering the 
people chiefly consisted. Undoubtedly, there was a 
considerable degree of pride and vanity in it; and 
he, who had been so peculiarly favoured by God, 
ought not to have shewn such want of confidence in 
Him, as if he had depended more for success upon 
the number of his troops than upon the divine assist^ 
ance. However that might be, he gave orders to 
Joab^ his chief commander, to set about the busi- 
ness immediately. Joab would fain have dissuaded 
him from his purpose, at the same time expressing 
his wishes, that God would greatly multiply nis sub- 
jects, and that the king might live to be a witness of 
their increase. 

But David continuing fixed upon his design, the 
men who were appointed to execute it made a re- 
gular survey of the people, from one end of the 
country to tlie other: and when it was completed, 
they made the return to Joab, who gave it to the 
king. The total amount of fighting men was so 
great, that David's vanity, if that were his motive, 
might have been fully gratified : but he began at 



Lessons of the Old Testament. 195 

length to perceive the sin of which he had been guil- 
ty. Happily for him^ though too often enticed to 
transgress the divine commandments^ he had a ten- 
der conscience^ and was ever ready to confess and 
bewail his sins. He therefore instantly acknow* 
ledges his guilt and folly, and applies to God for 
pardon. Such however was the nature of the ofience 
in the eye of God, that He did not think proper to 
pass it over. Accordingly He sent a message to 
David by the man who was called his Seer, or do- 
mestic Prophet, who offered him, by the command 
of God, the choice of one of those three sore judg- 
ments, with which He usually punished their sins. 
These were either a famine for seven years, or 
more probably for three years, as it is in the book 
of Chronicles; or that they should Jly for three 
months before a pursuing enemy; or that they 
should be visited by a pestilence for three days» 
Upon whichever of these punishments his choice 
fell, the distress no doubt would be great; but 
David had so often experienced the mercy of God, 
that he preferred an immediate punishment from 
Him, rather than to fall into the hands of man. 
The event shewed the wisdom of the choice; for 
while the pestilence was raging, and many thou^ 
sands of the people had perished by it, the mercy of 
God revoked the dreadiul sentence, and shortened 
the duration of the punishment. David was so much 
afiected by the destruction of his people, that he 
made a full confession of his fault; the whole blame 
of which he was desirous of taking upon himself, 
and of acquitting the people from having any share 
in it. It is plain, however, from the share they had 
jn the punishment, that God considered them as 
partakers in the guilt 

Now the spot where David beheld the ravage of 
ihe plague, and humbly entreated God's pardon, 
jvas part. of the possessions of a rich man named 
^raunahf where lie threshed his corn, and kept his 

k2 
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instruments of husbandry. And David, by direc- 
tions from the prophet Gad^ gave immediate orders 
for erecting there an altar to the Lord; trusting to 
the mercy and forbearance of God to retract a part 
of the threatened punishment. When David wished 
to purchase this spot for the intended sacrifice^ 
Araunah nobly rejected the proposal, and made 
him a free offer of every thing which could be 
wanted for the sacrifice; adding also his prayers 
that God would grant his request^ and stop the 
progress of the pestilence. Nevertheless David in- 
sisted upon making the purchase^ and accordingly 
paid down the fuU value; for he was of too dism- 
terested a spirit^ and had God's honour too much 
at hearty to think of offering such a sacrifice at the 
cost of another person. After this^ he lost no time 
in performing this holy rite, ofiering burnt^offerings, 
as an atonement for the sin which he had committad^ 
and peace-offerings, as an acknowledgment of 
God's mercy and goodness. And it pleased God to 
accept the sacrifice^ and to stop the further progress 
of the pestilence. 

There are three principal reflections to be made 
upon this chapter. In the first place^ it will teach 
us, that no man, whatever his station may be, should 
think himself too great to be advised. Had David 
taken the advice of Joab, instead of following his 
own rash counsel, he would not have brought so se- 
vere a punishment upon himself and his subjects. 
Secondly, we may learn, that whenever we have of- 
fended God, the only sure means of averting his 
anger is sincere repentance, and earnest prayer, 
which, through the jperits of our gracious Re- 
deemer, will restore us to his favour. In the last 
Elace, let us take notice of that amiable part of 
David's character, which led him to take upon him- 
self the whole blame of this transaction: let his ex- 
ample teach us to have a low and humble opinion of 
ourselves, and to be more ready to accuse ourselves 
than to condemn others 



Lessons of the Old Testament 197 

THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY. 

iWoming ^txbkt. 

1 Kings xiii. 

The former chapter of this book gives an account of 
the rebellion of the ten tribes, who^ forsaking Re- 
hoboam, the son of Solomon, and joining themselves 
to Jeroboam, chose him for their kin^. By this 
means the Jews were divided into two distinct king- 
doms, the kingdom of Judah, consisting of the 
tribes of Judah and Benjamin, and the kingdom of 
Israel or Samaria, with the remaining ten tribes; 
The Jews being obliged by their law to go up to 
Jerusalem several times in the year to offer sacri- 
fice, Jeroboam was apprehensive that the continu- 
ance of this practice would be hurtful to his govern- 
ment: in order therefore to prevent this, he intro- 
duced the worship of idols among the people of 
his kingdom of Samaria, and took upon himself to 
offer sacrifice, and to appoint priests, merely at his 
own pleasure. 

We read in the present chapter, that while Jero^ 
boam was engaged in a sacrifice of this kind, the 
Lord sent to him a man of God, that is, a Prophet, 
with a special message. The object of this mes- 
sage was, to denounce the divine vengeance against 
the idolatrous worship at the altar o/Beth-el; and 
accordingly he foretold that in future times a king 
of the family of David, out of zeal for God*s honour, 
should defile this altar by slaying the pretended 
priests, and burning their bones upon it. To con* 
firm the truth of this prophecy, the man of God de- 
Glared, that the altar should immediately fall to 
pieces; which, to the amazement of all present, sud- 
denly came to pass. In addition also to this mi- 
racle, the hand of Jeroboam, which he stretched out 
to punish the Prophet for his boldness, was instantly 
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shriveled up and became useless. Jeroboam^ being 
now convinced that he had offended God, entreated 
forgiveness, and that his hand might be restored, 
which by the Prophet's intercession was immediate- 
ly granted. Whereupon the king, in order to shew 
his gratitude, requested him to partake of some 
refreshment, and to accept of a recompense for his 
cure: but the Prophet assured him, that God had 
given him a strict command to have no familiar 
society with idolaters, but to execute his orders with 
the utmost dispatch: nothing therefore should in- 
duce him to act contrary to them, or even to ecU 
or drink with men of that description. 

While this man of God was returning home- 
ward, the report of the miracles he bad wrought 
came to an old Prophet of Beth-el, vfho, wishing 
to converse with him, overtook him on his road 
home, and pressed him to return and refresh hinuielf 
at his house. The man of God excused himself for 
the reasons he had before given Jeroboam; but the 
old Prophet strongly urged his compliance, and even 
pretended that he also had had a revelation from 
God, commanding him to bring back the man of 
God. Confiding in the word of a man whom he 
had never seen before, in contradiction to the ex- 
press command of God, he suffered himself to be 
persuaded, and returned to Beth-el. He soon found 
sufficient reason to repent of his ready compliance; 
for while they were sitting at meat, the old Pro- 
phet charged him in God's name with disobedience 
to his commands, assuring him that he should not 
be buried with his ancestors. 

The behaviour of this old Prophet requires some 
explanation^ His wish to detain the man of G^ 
might arise from a real desire of shewing him kind- 
ness, by inviting him to the house of one who was 
not an idolater; and he probably was not aware of 
the mischief this would bring upon his brother Pro- 
phet The falsehood of which he was guilty can by 
no means be justified; and it may appear strange^ 
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that, after this, God should reveal his will by the 
mouth of one who was guilty of lying;. But it de- 
pends upon the good pleasure of God to choose 
what instruments he pleases for the declaration of 
his will; and several instances might be given of his 
bestowing the gift of prophecy upon men, who 
were not remarkable for their obedience to his laws. 

While the man of God was on his return home 
he was killed by a lion; and as a proof that this 
happened by a divine appointment, the lion had 
not eaten his prey, but stood a quiet spectator of 
the punishment which God had commissioned him 
to inflict ; neither devouring the dead body of the 
man, nor doing any injury to the ass on which he 
had been riding. When the news of this calamity 
was brought to the old Prophet at Beth-el, he was 
fully sensible that the stroke had come from the 
hand of God : and having himself gone to the spot 
to view the wonderful sight, he buried the unhappy 
sufferer in his own grave, making the usual lamen- 
tations over him, and requesting that when he died, 
his body might also be laid in the same place. He 
confirmed too the prophecy that had been de- 
nounced against the idolatrous worship which Je- 
roboam had established in Samaria. 

In the mean time this wicked prince continued 
his sinful practices, slighting the warning he had 
received from the man of God, and making priests 
out of the lowest of the people ^ without any regard 
to their merit or qualifications. This contempt of 
God, and defiling the purity of his worship by the 
mixture of idolatry, drew down the just vengeance 
of heaven upon the family ot.Jeroboam, 

The first observation to be made upon this chap- 
ter, relates to the wonderful prophecy of the man 
of God, by which the destruction of the altar at 
Beth-el, and even tlie name of the king who should 
destroy it, are distinctly foretold. In the twenty- 
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third chapter of the second book of Kings we see 
how exactly this was fulfilled^ above three hundred 
years after. What a grand idea does this give us 
of the foreknowledge of Almighty God^ in whose 
sight one day is as a thousand years, and a thou- 
sand years a^ one day! But the principal reflec- 
tion is, upon the punishment of the man of God, 
who, though he was honoured with being the bearer 
of a divine message, forfeited his life for not strictly 
complying with one special command of God. If 
such was the fate of one who in other respects ap- 
pears to have been blameless, what must we expect, 
who are conscious of our daily offences, and who 
are continually sinning against conviction? Let 
this example teach us a more strict obedience to 
the express commands of God, and to be doubly 
cautious how we suffer ourselves to be deceived by 
the false pretences of those, who would persuade 
us to act contrary to any known duty. 



THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY: 

BEbtnfng Sberbto. 

1 Kings xvii. 

After a succession of several wicked kings of Is- 
rael, Ahab succeeded to the throne; who, the 
Scripture says, did more to provoke tfie Lord Ood 
of Isra/el in anger, than all the kings of IsraA 
that were before him. God intending to punish 
him by a severe famine, sent Elijah to inform him 
that no rain should fall upon the land for the space 
of three years and a half, unless through the 
prayers of that Prophet. The Lord plainly fore- 
isaw how greatly Ahab would be enraged at this 
message, and therefore directed Elijah to couceai 
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himself from the king's fury^ near a small stream of 
water; assuring him at the same time^ that by his 
special Providence he should be amply supplied 
with provisions during the present scarcity. The 
prophet obeyed the divine direction ; and while his 
thirst was quenched by the neighbouring stream^ 
God was pleased to work a continued miracle in 
his favour^ and to send him a regular supply of 
food^ by means of ravens commissioned for that 
purpose. 

When the brook began to fail, the Lord directed 
Elijah to a city of the Gentiles, near the sea coast, 
where a poor widow, who in that time of general 
distress having nearly exhausted all her provisions, 
should nevertheless be enabled by the Providence 
of God to support herself as well as the Prophet — 
Elijah having met with her, and requested her to 
give him a little bread and water, she hesitated 
not to comply with his desire, though she assured 
him at the same time that she had nothing left for 
Herself and her child but a small quantity of meal 
and oil; and that she had just been picking up 
some wood, in order to dress the last food they 
were likely to procure; after which they must sub- 
mit to their fate and die contented. In order to 
make a further trial of her humanity and kindness, 
Elijah encouraged her not to despair, but in the 
first place to make a little cake for him; and as a 
reward for her compassion and disinterested beha- 
viour, he told her, from the authority of God him- 
self, that her present stock of provisions, small as 
it was, should last till the end of the famine, two 
years of which were still to come. The goodness 
of God confirmed Elijah's promise, and the poor 
widow's scanty remains of meal and oil were so mi- 
raculously multiplied, as to furnish them all with 
sufficient food. 

In the mean time a new opportunity occurred, of 
shewing the great power of God by the hand of his 

k3 
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Prophet: for the son of this widow feU sick and 
died. ITie mother, in her grief, was ready to 
charge Elijah with being the cause of this cala- 
mity, as a punishment for her sins. But he quickly 
undeceived her, and put an end to her distress; for, 
having taken the child into his own chamber, he 
earnestly besought God to pity this poor woman, 
who had shown him so much kindness, and to re- 
store her child to life. The Lord having granted 
his request, he brought down the child to his 
mother^ whose son*ow being now turned into joy, 
she acknowledged her full belief in the divine com* 
mission of the Prophet, and in the truth of what^ 
ever he delivered from God, 

Let us here reflect upon the great power and 
goodness of God, in providing so miraculously for 
the support of his holy Prophet, whom he sent to 
turn the Israelites from their idolatry, and to call 
them to repentance. Happy. would it have been 
for them had they obeyed the call, and thereby 
escaped the dreadful punishment that hung over 
them! How amiable does the character of this 
poor widow appear, who refused not to let the Pro- 
phet of the Lord partake of the small pittance of 
food she had remaining! The restoratibn of her 
son fully repaid her kindness. Let the example of 
this poor heathen teach us Christians to be ready 
to do all the good in our power to all within our 
reach, not considering whether they are capable of 
repaying our kindness or not. Happily for us, 
indeed, we serve a Master, who will not forget our 
labour of love; and who has assured us, that who- 
soever snail give one of his followers a cup of cold 
water only in the name of a disciplCy he snail in 
no wise lose his reward. 
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THE NINTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

1 Kings xviii. 

When the famine, with which God was pleased to 
punish the wickedness of Ahab, drew near its conclu- 
sion, Elijah was commanded to present himself be- 
fore the king, in order to assure him, that as God 
had commissioned him to deprive the country of rain 
for a certain time, so now by his prayers the cala- 
mity should cease. Notwithstanding the idolatry 
which Ahab had introduced along with the worship 
of God, he had a principal man about his court, 
named Obadiah, who was a zealous worshipper of 
the true God only. As a proof of his sincere regara 
for religion, when Jezebel, the wife of Ahab, had 
raised a violent persecution against the priests and 
prophets of the Lord, Obadiah had contrived to con- 
ceal a large number of them in a retired place, where 
he also supplied them with a maintenance. Now 
Obadiah was commanded by Ahab to search through- 
out the land, to see if the drought had left any moist 
places, which might still afford grciss for the cattle 
that remained alive: and Ahab himself went into 
another part of the country for the same purpose. 
Obadiah having me/ with Elijah, and addressed him 
with profound respect, the prophet, no longer wishing 
to conceal himself, desired him to let Ahab know 
where he was. As Ahab had long made a strict 
search for him through the whole country, and had 
required the people of every tribe and district to de- 
clare whether they knew the place of his conceal- 
ment, Obadiah dreaded the effects of Ahab's dis- 
pleasure, if now at last he should own his having 
seen Elijah. For he well knew how impossible it 
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were for him to secure the prophet^ whom the spirit 
of the Lord might quickly carry out of his power; 
and thus his own life would be brought into danger. 
Still farther to induce Elijah to excuse him from de- 
livering this message to Ahab^ he assures him how 
zealously he himself has ever been devoted to the 
true God^ and the cause of religion. At length, 
however, upon Elijah's solemn promise to appear 
before Ahab^ Obadiah consented to inform the king 
of his having met with him. 

As soon as Ahab saw Elijah ^ he accused him of 
the mischief he had done to Israel, by bringing a 
famine upon the kingdom. Elijah told him in reply, 
that the kingdom had suffered much more from his 
having broken the laws of God and established an 
idolatrous worship. To prove, however, which was 
the true God, the Lord Jehovah, or the idol Baal, 
Elijah desired there might be a solemn sacrifice, 
where he himself would appear singly as a prophet 
of the Lord, and all the prophets of JBaal, including 
those who were maintained at the expense of Jeze- 
bel, should also assemble together* He then ad- 
dressed himself to the great body of the people, de- 
siring them to make a decisive choice, wnether they 
would have the Lord for their Ood, whose power 
and goodness they had so often experienced, or 
would reject him and follow Baal, The method by 
which he meant to decide the important question 
was this: that Baal's prophets should first take a 
bullock, and prepare it for a sacrifice upon the altar; 
and afterwards he should do the same with another 
bullock; that fuel should be laid under each of the 
bullocks, without its being kindled; and that the 
Oody which should aTi^U'er their prayers, by sending 
fire from heaven to consume the sacrifice, should 
be acknowledged for the true Ood. 

This proposal being agreed to by all the people, 
the prophets of Baal began first to put it in execu- 
tion; and when the sacrifice was prepared, they ceased 
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not to cry aloud in prayer to Baal, from morning 
until mid-day. But all their prayers were to no 
purpose; no God appeared to listen to them^ no 
fire came down from heaven upon the altar. Elijah, 
in order to expose the folly of their depending for 
assistance upon such a helpless deity^ urged them to 
cry still lovder to him ; that whatever he was em- 
ployed in, he might at length hearken to their prayers, 
tipon this, they not only repeated their cries, but 
with that savage barbarity which many heathen na- 
tions have supposed to be acceptable to their gods, 
they cut and slashed themselves in a cruel manner, 
leaping and dancing round about the altar. 

And now, when mey had in vain tried every me- 
thod to rouse their stupid god, and still no vaice 
was heard, nor the least answer to their prayers, it 
was Elijah's turn to give a proof of the superiority 
of the true God. Calling therefore upon all the 
people to witness what he was going about, he made 
naste to rebuild the altar of God, which the wor- 
shippers of Baal had long since thrown down. For 
this purpose he chose twelve large stones, as a me- 
morial of the twelve sons of Jacoby the father of the 
'Jewish nation, upon whom God, as a mark of his 
peculiar favour, had bestowed the name of Israel. 

Having prepared the fuel, and laid the bullock 
upon it for a sacrifice, he caused a trench to be dug 
round the altar, and ordered a large quantity of 
water to be poured over the burnt sacrifice and on 
the wood, so that the whole might be thoroughly 
drenched, and the trench also be completely y^/Ze^a 
with water; which would make the effect of the fire 
from heaven to appear still more miraculous. He 
then addressed himself in solemn prayer to the God 
of their forefathers, beseeching Him that He would 
now manifest Himself in a peculiar manner to be the 
true God, and would plainly show that his prophet 
had acted under his authority, and that thus his 
people might again be turned back to his service. 
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His prayer being instantly heard^ the j|{r& came down 
from heaven^ aud with resistless force conswned not 
only the burntsacrifice, but the very altar itself^ 
Qnd even the tc^o^er which had been poured so abun- 
dantly over it. This signal miracle was such an 
astonishing proof of the superiority of the God of 
heaven^ that (dl the people fell down and worshipped 
Him^ confessing that he only was the true God. And 
Ely ah, in order to put a stop to the idolatrous wor* 
ship of Baal^ gave immediate orders for all his priests 
and prophets to be put to death; nor was it in the 
power of Ahab to prevent it 

After this^ Elijah told Ahab it was no longer ne- 
cessary for him to fast^ as he had done all that day, 
since God was about to remove the famine by send- 
ing plenty of rain. And while Ahab was gone to 
refresh himself, Elijah fell down prostrate before 
God, earnestly beseeching Him to bless his people 
by a return of plenty. And he made his servant 
go up several times to the top of the hill to observe 
if there were any sign of the rain coming. YHien 
word was brought him that it was fast approaching, 
he dispatched a messenger to Ahab, desiring him 
to hasten his return home, before the heavy rain ' 
should make the roads impassable. And he himself 
tucked up the loose, flowing garments which they 
usually wore, and being strengthened by God in an 
extraordinary manner, notwithstanding his advanced 
age, he accompanied Ahab on foot to the gate of the 
city, whither he was going. 

The principal instruction to be learnt from this 
chapter, is this : that we ought to make a serious 
choice, whether we will worship God and devote 
ourselves to his service, or to that of his rival. The 
worship of Baal has indeed long ceased, and there 
is httle danger of our falling into idolatry properly 
so called: but there are still idols, to whom many 
unhappy wretches bow down with as much zeal as 
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ever the worshippers of Baal did. Some give up 
their hearts to the worlds and utterly forget God 
and religion. Some make the love of pleasure^ 
others the love of riches, their idol ; and too many^ 
who know that Grod requires the whole heart, hope 
they shall be forgiven if they keep back a pretty 
large portion of it, for other objects in which they 
delight. Let it be our care to avoid falling into so 
dangerous an error; let us resolve to make God and 
religion the great object of our choice, and to make 
every other consideration give way to them. Our 
Lord himself has told us, that we cannot serve Goa 
and Mammon: let us then no longer halt between 
two opinions, but earnestly resolve to serve God in 
our lives as well as with our lips. For ;those who 
are young, this is particularly necessary, that they 
may get an early habit of devoting their hearts to 
God, and of determining, in whatever they do, to 
consider first, whether it be consistent with their 
duty to Him. This is that true wisdom, which 
will not fail to afford comfort and happiness in 
every situation; in the time of our tribulation as 
weli as of our wealth; in tfie hour of death, and 
in the day of judgment. 



THE NINTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

1 Kings xix. 

Ahab having informed his wife Jezebel o{ the trans- 
actions related in the last chapter, she was so en- 
raged at Elijah that she sent a message threatening 
liim with immediate destruction. When the prophet 
found that his life was at stake, and that it was not 
in his power to prevent the idolatrous practices of 
Ahab, he began to despair of being any farther use- 
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ful in the cause of God and religion. Going there- 
fore into another kingdom, and seeking a retired spot^ 
he begged Gtxl to relieve him of the burthen of life^ 
as he did not wish to live to a greater age than his 
ancestors had done. While he lay in this state^ 
weary with fatigue and hunger^ Gt)d sent an angel 
to prepare for him a miraculous supply of food^ 
which the angel repeatedly urged him to partake of 
plentifully, lest be should be unable to support the 
great journey he was going to undertake. Being 
wonderfully strengthened by this miraculous meal, 
he was enabled to go on, without any further support, 
for forty days and nights together^ till he came to 
Mount Horeb in the wuderness. While he remained 
there in a cavey the voice of God inquired into the 
reason of his flying into the wilderness. Elijah 
answered, that he had never wanted zeal in the ser- 
vice of God; but as idolatry had almost destroyed 
every remains of true religion in Israel, he made 
haste to escape, that he might not be involved in 
the destruction which had overtaken most of the true 
prophets. 

Elijah was now commanded to go to the mountain 
of the Lord, that he might have a glimpse of his 
glorious presence; which was preceded by a violent 
tempest, with thunder and lightnings, and an earth-- 
qucike. After these, which were the fore-runners of 
the divine glory, the voice of God in a gentle whis- 
per addressed Elijah, who covered his face out of 
reverence to God, and that he might not be dazzled 
by this splendid appearance. Elijah, being again 
asked the reason of his flight, made answer as be- 
fore, that he did it to save his life. After this, the 
voice commanded him to appoint a new king of 
Syria, to proclaim Jehu as the future king of Israel, 
and to consecrate Elisha to succeed himself in the 
office of a prophet; all of whom were designed by 
God to chastise the wickedness of the Israelites. 
God declared however that this punishment should 
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not fall upon all the people, since a considerable 
number of them still adhered to his worship, and 
had not defiled themselves with the abominable 
idolatries of BcuxL 

As Elijah was on his journey to Syria, he met with 
Eliska, who was busily employed in the management 
of his farm; and in token of the oflice for which 
God designed him, Elijah threw over him a kind of 
cloak, which the prophets usually wore. Elisha 
made no objection to accepting the office, desiring 
only to take leave of his family. He accordingly 
went and made them a feast before they parted;, 
after which he returned to Elijah and constantly at- 
tended him, till the time that God translated that 
prophet into heaven. 

We have here a fresh instance of the power and 
goodness of God, in furnishing a miraculous supply 
of food to his faithful servant Let us also endea- 
vour earnestly to do his will in all things, and 
though he may not think fit to bestow temporal 
blessmgs upon us, to the full measure of our wishes, 
yet we may be assured, that if we seek for it in the 
way of his commandments, we shall receive his grace 
to conduct us to that mount ofOod, where we shall 
for ever behold his glory. Elisha, we may observe, 
was fully occupied in following his worldly employ- 
ments; and yet he scrupled not to quit them all 
when called by God to minister to Elijah, and to 
prepare himself to succeed him. The occupations 
of the world may, no doubt, be allowably carried 
on, provided it be done with honesty and without 
over-anxiety: but we must never sufiTer them to en- 
croach upon the duties of religion, or make us neg- 
lect the one thins needful And whomsoever God 
may see fit to call to his peculiar^ service, let them 
be zealous and diligent in it, not with eye-service, 
a9 men pleasers, but as the servants of Christ, 
doing the will of God from the heart. 
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THE TENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

iWotnmg Jbtrblce. 

1 Kings xxi. 

This chapter contains an account of the covetous- 
ness of Ahab, king of Samaria, and of the fatal 
ejects which that passion produced. For Ahab, 
not being satisfied with his own great possessions, 
was eager to get a vineyard, which lay near his 
palace, and which belonged to a citizen otJezreel, 
whose name was Naboth. The king, wiping to 
add this vineyard to his own garden, offered to ex- 
change some other land for it, or to purchase it of 
Naboth. The proposal was rejected by Naboth^ as 
being ccmtrary to God's law, which forbade the 
Jews to alienate the lands belonging to their fami- 
lies, unless they were obliged to it by great distress; 
and even then the lands were to return after a cer- 
tain time to the first owner; that so the possessions 
of each tribe And family might be kept distinct, ac- 
cording to the original division of them by Joshua. 
As Abab paid litUe regard to the law of 'God, and 
qould not bear to have his will contradicted, he was 
so vexed at Naboth's refusal, that he had all the 
appearance of a man afflicted with sickness, and 
even refused to ecU. 

Unhappily for him his wife Jezebel was capable 
of urging him to any wickedness. Having learnt 
the cause of his uneasiness, she besought him not to 
grieve for what might be so easily obtained, since it 
were strange if a kins might not gratify his wishes 
in spite of the opposition of one of his own subjects. 
In order however to make the matter clear, she en- 
gaged to procure him the great object of his wishes; 
for the attainment of which she scrupled not to com- 
pass the death of the innocent Naboth. For this 
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purpose^ pretending to act by the authority of Ahab^ 
she sent a regular order under his hand and seal^ 
commanding the principal people of the city where 
Naboth lived, to proceed against him by a solemn 
trial, as if he had been guilty of some great crime. 
That this accusation might have its full effect^ she 
procured two notoriously wicked men to be false 
witnesses against him^ and to accuse him of bias- 
pheming God, as well as of speaking treason against 
the king; the conviction of which crimes she well 
knew would subject Naboth to be stoned to death. 
This horrid plot succeeded to Jezebel's wish: and 
thus the unhappy Naboth fell a sacrifice to her abo- 
minable treachery^ and to the covetousness of Ahab. 
When Naboth toas dead, Ahab lost no time in 
taking possession of his vineyard, to which he 
claimed a right, either from his property being for- 
feited to the crown, or from pretending to be his 
heir. But his title being, in fact, founded only 
upon the blood of an innocent man, God sent him 
a severe rebuke by the prophet Eilijah, who plainly 
told him, that as he had been the cause of the shed- 
ding of JNktbotKs bloody which thus became the food 
of dogs, his own blood should, ere long, be licked up 
by dogs in the same manner. Moreover, the pro- 

f^het assured him, that as he had suffered his vile 
usts and passions to get the mastery of him, and 
had sold himself to them like a slave, God would 
take vengeance upon his posterity, by cvtting off 
every m^e of them : and that the destruction should 
lie so universal, upon men of every state and condi- 
tion among them, that none should be able to 
escape it, whether they were carefully guarded, or 
were left to roam at large. And as the crimes of 
Ahab and Jezebel were equal in guilt to those of 
Jeroboam and Baasha who reigned before in Israel, 
80 also should their famih'es be utterly cut off, as 
theirs bad been, and their dead bodies become food 
to the beasts and birds of prey. How indeed could 
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Ahab expect any other end of his abominable 
wickedness^ since he was so entirely enslaved to his 
own vile passions, and to the wicked suggestions of 
his unfef For she being a heathen by birth, se- 
duced him to imitate those horrid idolatries which 
had been practised by the nations whom God cast 
out of Canaan. 

In the conclusion of this chapter we are told, that 
these severe threatenings had so much efiect upon 
Ahaby that he shewed all the signs of a true peni- 
tent, which induced the goodness of God to accept 
of his tears and humiliation. And though his re- 
pentance might probably be founded, in a great de- 
gree^' upon the fear of punishment, God was pleased 
to defer the threatened vengeance, which however 
was literally inflicted upon his son. 

In the first place, we may here reflect upon the 
horrid consequences of a covetous temper. When 
Ahab first gave way to his desire of possessing the 
vineyard of Naboth, he had probably no idea that 
it was to be obtained by the blood of the unhappy 
possessor. Let us then tremble to think how far 
the indulgence of any vicious inclination may lead 
us; and let us learn to check our evil desires, be- 
fore they become habitual and head-strong. In the 
second place we may observe how efiectual repent- 
ance is to the obtaining the pardon of God. Not- 
withstanding the guilt of Ahab, his sorrow and 
mourning were not forgotten before God; and ir 
his repentance had been complete, no doubt his 
pardon would have been the same. Whatever may 
be our ofiences, either against God, our neighbour, 
or ourselves, let them be followed by a true and 
hearty repentance; not merely the outward sorrow 
of a gloomy countenance and mournful habit, but 
that deep unfeigned grief, which springs from a 
broken and contrite heart, and which the merciful 
kindness of God mU not despise. 
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THE TENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

iSbenfng Sberbfce. 

1 Kings xxii. 

It having pleased God to defer the punishment of 
Ahab, in consideration of his humbling himself be- 
fore Him; the war, which had for some time been 
carried on between the kings of Israel and Syria, 
ceased for the space of three pears. At the end of 
that time^ Jehoshavhat, the King of Judah, being 
on a visit to Ahab, with whom he was connected 
by marriage; Ahab^ depending upon Jehosha- 
phat's assistance, thought it a good opportunity to 
recover the possession of a city in the tnbe of Gad, 
called Ramoth Oilead, whidi the Syrians had by 
some means got into their hands. Jehoshaphat 
readily consented to assist him with all his forces; 
but being an upright king, and fearing God, he 
was unwilling to engage in this design without the 
approbation of the £ord. Accordingly, at his re* 
quest, Aliab made inquiry of the Prophets of Baal, 
who pretending to be divinely inspired assured the 
kin^ that the Lord would give success to his under- 
taking. Jehosha'^hat however, not being thoroughly 
satisfied with this answer, and wishing for furittier 
information from one of the LorcPs Prophets, Ahab 
informed him that there was one of that description, 
but as his prophecies commonly foreboded evil ra- 
ther than good, he was not fond of consulting him. 
Nor is it at all surprising, that such a wicked man 
as Ahab should wish to have the truth disguised, 
and, like the people mentioned in Isaiah, should say 
to the Prophets, speak unto us smooth things, pro^ 
phesy deceits*^ The good kins Jehoshaphat was of a 
different opinion; and thererore^ in order to gratify 
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him^ Ahab ordered Micaiah, which was the name 
of the true prophet, to be brought before him. 

In the mean time, the two kings y attended by all 
their court, sate in great state in the hall of audience^ 
listening; to the flattering and encouraging speeches 
of the Prophets. And one of these, named Zede- 
kiahy according to the custom of ancient times, when 
it was usual to represent things by actions and signs, 
as well as by words, held up to tneir sight two sharp 
points of iron; signifying thereby, that so should 
their enemies, the Syrians, be goaded and pierced 
till they were destroyed. And all the rest of the 
Prophets joined with him in foretelling the success 
which Ahab should meet with, in retaking the city 
of Ramoth Gilead, The messenger, who went to 
fetch MicaicJi, was urgent in persuading him to unite 
with the other Prophets in promising a happy issue 
to the war. But Micaiah assured him, that his opin- 
ion would be regulated by nothing but the will of 
God. When he came into Ahab's presence, he at 
first answered the king^s inquiry in the very words of 
the other Prophets : but it is plain that he spoke them 
in a jeering ironical manner, as if be had said, how 
can you do otherwise than prosper, when so many 
wise heads hare insured your success? Ahab, how- 
ever, having desired him to tell him plainly what God 
had revealed, Micaiah gave him to understand, that 
the event should prove disastrous both to him and 
his people; that he himself should be cut off by the 
enemy, and that they, having lost their conductor, 
should be scattered over the country like timid, un*' 
protected sheep. 

After this, Micaiah relates to Ahab a kind of vi- 
sion, with which God had favoured him, and which 
was intended to represent the flattery and dissimu^ 
lation of Ahab's Frophets, who cared not whether 
they spoke truth or talsehood, so that they could 
please Ahab, and ingratiate themselves in his far 
your. We are not to suppose that any consultation 
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took place in God's presence^ respecting the manner 
of persuading Ahab to engage in this war; but on]y> 
that as God for wise reasons had decreed that Ahab 
should fall at Ramoth Gilead^ he permitted the lying 
spirit in these Prophets to prevail upon him to rush 
forward to his own destruction. Micaiah having 
thus asserted^ that the punishment which awaited 
Ahab, should be in consequence of the divine de^- 
cree, he received a blow on the face from one of the 
chief among Ahab's Prophets, who falsely pretend- 
ing to possess the spirit of the Lord, would not allow 
another to daim that privilege. But Micaiah made 
answer that the day would come when it would be 
proved which of them was the true Prophet, and 
when this false pretender should seek to hide himself 
from the punishment he so justly deserved. Upon 
this Ahab ordered Micaiah to be taken back to pri- 
son, and be fed upon the coarsest brecui and water^ 
till he should return victorious from Ramoth Gilead. 
But Micaiah, addressing himself to the king, and to 
all the people, boldly asserted, that if ever A/uzb re- 
turned victorious, he would give up all claim to 
being a Prophet of the Lord. 

And now tne two kinss being prepared for the bat- 
tle^ Ahab persuaded Jehoshaphat to appear in his 
royal robes, while he himself declared his intention 
of putting on the dress of a private soldier. And 
indeed it was with good reason that he took this re- 
solution; for the king of Syria, not considering 
Jehoshaphat as the principal in the war, directed his 
soldiers to bend all their efforts to the destruction of 
Ahab. Supposing however Jehoshaphat to be the 
king of Israel, they first made an attack upon him; 
but when they perceived their mistake, they turned 
another way. In the mean time an arrow, which did 
not appear to have any particular aim, but which no 
doubt was directed by the providence of God, gave 
Ahab a mortal wound, by passing through the nar« 
row opening between the two parts of ms armoun 
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Ahab unwilling to quit the field of battle was oblig* 
ed to be supported in his chariot; till at length be- 
ing faint from the loss o{ bloody which flowed abun- 
dantly into the chariot, he sunk down and expired. 

Upon the death of tlie king of Israel the two ar- 
mies parted as if it were by mutual consent. And 
a remarkable thing happened, which fully proved the 
truth of Elijah's prediction to Ahab, respecting the 
death of Naboth. For, while they were washing the 
king's bloody chariot, the blood with which it had 
been stained was licked up by dogs, and thus ful- 
filled the prophecy. 

The author of mis book, having mentioned some 
o{Ahab*s acts, and particularly the palace inlaid with 
ivory, which he built/ and having recorded the 
name of his son and successor, takes occasion also 
to reckon the time which Jehoshaphat, the king of 
Judah reigned. This was a prince of excellent char- 
acter, and in general a strict observer of the law of 
God : but unhappily idolatry had taken such deep 
root, that the best of their kings could not entirely 
prevent it. Jehoshaphat however shewed his zeal 
for religion by driving out of the country those re- 
maining sodomites, whom his father had not entire- 
ly got rid of. In his time the people of Edom were 
still governed by a kind of viceroy, as they had been 
from the time of David. It was also Jehoshaphat 
who established a trade to the southern countries for 
gold and other rich commodities ; but some of the 
ships were lost near the port in the Red Sea where 
they were built. We read in the second book of 
Chronicles, that Ahab's son had engaged with Jeho- 
shaphat in this trade to the south; but here we are 
told that Jehoshaphai refused to let him have any 
further concern in it. Nor can it be wondered at, 
that he should break off all connexion with him, 
since Ahaziah^ Ahab*s son^ made his short reign 
over Israel extremely infamous, following the ex- 
ample of their worst kings both in idolatry and 
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other wickedness^ and treading in the steps of his 
impious parents, Ahab and Jezebel. 

We may remark in this chapter, in the first place, 
the fotidness which men generally have for flattery. 
Ahab hates Micaiah for his honesty, and chooses 
rather to be deceived than to hear unwelcome truths. 
Let us, on the contrary, reverence truth above all 
things, and instead of encouraging those who would 
give us a false opinion of ourselves by glossing over 
our vices, let it be our great care to forsake our 
sins, by which alone we can hope to escape the dan* 
gers that may threaten us. Secondly, let us admire 
the integrity of Micaiah, who dreaded not the anger 
of the kmg, when sacred truth was concerned. 
And .who is there that would hesitate to obey God 
rather than man, when called upon to make his 
choice? liEUitly, we may remark, how exactly the 
prophecies of Elijah and Micaiah concerning Ahab 
were fulfilled. The vengeance of God may sleep 
foi* a time, but the evil hour will come at last, when 
all obstinate and rebellious sinners shall meet with 
their deserts; and they who have thirsted for blood, 
shall forfeit their own blood with their lives. 



THE ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY. 

2 Kings v. 

This chapter contains an interesting story, relating 
to die chief commander of the king of Syria's army, 
who was called Naaman. Having been very success- 
ful in war, he was highly esteemed and honoured by 
Benhadad his master: but all his successes and ho*- 
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nours could not make him happy^ as he had the mis- 
fortune to be afflicted with a leprosy. Now it hap- 
pened that the wife ofNaaman had a female servant, 
who was an Israelite, whom the Syrians had some 
time before taken captive. This young person, 
being grieved at her master's sufferings, and know- 
ing what miracles Elisha had frequently performed 
in Samariay or Israel, could not forbear repeating 
them to her mistress, and expressing her wish that 
Naaman would go there, and make trial of the 
Prophefs skill. Naaman accordingly gave infor- 
mation of it to his lordy the king of Syria^ who was 
very urgent with him to take the journey, and also 
charged him with a letter to the kifig of Israel, that 
in case Elisha should make any difficulty, that king 
might prevail upon him to undertake the cure. In 
order to secure the Prophet's favour, and to reward 
his kindness, Naaman took with him some valuable 
presents, such as it was customary in that country 
to ofier to great men. 

When he arrived at Samaria, he delivered to the 
king oflsraelBenhsidad^s letter, which was intended 
to procure the king's interference with EUisha for the 
cure ofNaaman. But the king of Israel misunder- 
stood it, as if he himself were required to efiect the 
cure. He was therefore exceedingly enraged at the 
supposed affront, considering it as an insult, that 
he should be thought capable of claiming a divine 
power to heal so deadly a disease as the leprosy. 
fVhen Elisha was informed of the king's anger, he 
desired him to be pacified, and to send Naaman to 
him, and he would make it appear that the land of 
Israel could furnish a man endued by God with 
the power of working miracles. 

Upon this Naaman came with all his attendants 
to the house of Elisha, who did -not speak to him 
himself, but sent a messenger to inform him, that if 
he would only wash himself seven times in the 
river Jordan, ne might depend upon being entirely 
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cleansed from his leprosy. Naaman, instead of con- 
forming to that simple method of cure which Elisha 
prescribed, was highly ofiended at it His pride 
wasdisappointed, that the Prophet had only spoken 
to him by a messenger; and having heard so much 
of the miracles he had wrought in the name of God, 
he expected to have liis disorder immediately cured 
by a touch. Imagining also that the rivers of his 
own country had at least as much virtue in them as 
those of any other, he was displeased that a river of 
Israel should be pitched upon for the purpose: not 
considering, that neither the one nor the other could 
have any virtue, but through the divine blessing. 

Happily for him, his servants were of a cooler 
temper, and more considerate than himself. They 
recommended to him to weigh well the Prophet's 
advice, and not to despise the means of cure, merely 
on account of its simplicity. They wished him to 
consider, that if Elisha had even injoined him to 
undergo some severe discipline, he would have 
readily complied with it, in order to get rid of so 
loathsome a disease. Surely then he could not ob- 
ject to so easy a method of cure as that of bathing 
in a river. Naaman having coolly reflected upon 
this advice, wisely determined to follow it; and 
having strictly complied with Elisha's directions in 
dipping himself seven times in the river Jordan, 
God was pleased to give such a blessing to the 
water, that the lepro^sy was as completely removed 
as if he had never been affected with it. 

Though Naaman had at first shewn himself thought- 
less and impetuous, he was by no means wanting in 
gratitude, and therefore lost no time in returning 
to £ilisha, as well to make profession before him of 
his belief in the true God, as to beg the Prophet to 
accept of some reward for the mercy he had pro- 
cured for him. But Elisha positively refused to 
accept of any thing; that Naaman might thus be 
convinced how ready God's servants were to do 

l2 
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good^ without expecting any return. The blessing 
which Naaman had receivedf made so mueh impres- 
sion on him, that he resolved from thenceforth to be 
a worshipperof the true God only: and considering 
the land of Israel to be peculiarly sacred, from God's 
special presence there, he was desirous of carr}*ing 
away with him a sufficient quantity of earth to make 
an altar, for the purpose oi offering sacrifice to Hiip 
alone. As Naaman also had a principal office in 
the court of the king of Syria, it was his duty to at- 
tend his master when he went to the temple of the 
god of the Syrians: this he modestly takes notice of 
to Elisha, expressing his hope that the goodness of 
God, who knew his sincerity, would pardon his 
seeming adoration of that false god. 

We are now to observe, that the disinterested 
spirit of Elisha had not the effect that might have 
been expected upon his servant Gehazi, The co- 
vetous disposition of the latter thought it too good an 
opportunity to be lost; and therefore, when Naaman 
had taken his leave, and was gone a little way on 
his journey, Gehazi resolved \o follow him, in hopes 
of getting some of the presents which his master 
had refused. Naamany out of regard to Elisha, 
having addressed his servant with much respect, 
Gehazi made up a plausible tale, very little to the 
credit of his master, making Naaman believe that 
he had altered his resolution, and that a circum- 
stance had happened which induced him to accept 
a part of the oyrian's generous ofier. Naaman*B 
kindness was fully equal to the rapaciousness of 
Gehazi, so that he ursed him to take more than be 
had asked for; and he dispatched two of his own ser-^ 
rants to assist him in conveying home the presents. 

Gehazi was impatient to stow his treasures in a 
secret place, and made haste to send away the ser*> 
vants, lest Elisha should see them. But vain were 
all his endeavours of concealment from a Prophet, 
to whom God had given so large a portion of his 
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spirit. And equally vain was it to attempt to deceive 
him, by denying that be bad stirred from home. 
In the first place, therefore, the prophet tells him, 
that he was as well acquainted with all he had been 
doing, as if he had been present. He then sharply 
rebukes him for the deceit of which he had been 
guilty, in order to procure money for the purchase 
of such things as might gratify his rapacious desires. 
Hiat his example therefore might warn others from 
the sins of falsehood and covetousness, Elisha de- 
nounces against him this punishment, that the deadly 
plague of leprosy y with which Naaman had been 
aiSicted, should henceforth cleave to him. No 
sooner had the Prophet spoken, than God confirmed 
the sentence by inflicting on him that disease in its 
most horrid form. 

The first thing to be considered in this chapter is, 
Naaman's anger and refusal to comply with the di- 
rections of Elisha. In this we behold too plain a 
picture of ourselves: we are ready to refuse even 
the blessings which God offers us, if they do not ex- 
actly suit our fancies. Let it be a warning to us 
not to suffer our passions to get the better of our 
reason, but humbly to comply with those directions, 
which God in his mercy shall point out, as most 
conducive to our happiness. What a lesson does 
the example of Gehazi hold out to us, to beware of 
covetousness and falsehood! Justly was he punish- 
ed by a disease, which rendered life itself a burden. 
In this life indeed the greatest crimes do sometimes 
escape punishment: but let not the sinner triumph 
in his fancied security; the day is coming, which 
will bring all things to light; and he will have a 
wretched exchange, who, though he may escape a 
temporal punishment, becomes a prey to the worm 
that never dieih, and to the fire that never is 
quenched. 
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THE ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY. 

lEbenmg gfeerbto. 

2 Kings ix. 

The threats winch God had denounced by Elijah 
against the family of Ahab^ being not yet fully exe- 
cuted^ the prophet Elisha, who succeeded Elijah in 
his office^ was commanded by God to proceed in 
the execution of them^ and to appoint Jehu to be 
king oyer Israel, in the room of Joram the son of 
Ahab. Accordingly^ we are here told, that Elisha 
dispatched a messenger for that purpose, ordering 
him to make haste, for that is the meaning oi girding 
up his loins or tucking up his long garments, which 
was the usual dress of the eastern nations. The pur- 
port of his errand was, to single out Jehu from the 
rest of the captains, and privately to anoint him king^ 
by pouring oil upon his head, which was the ancient 
method oi consecrating any one to the kingly office. 

Now Jehu was with the army of Israel at Ramoth^ 
Gileady where the messenger took him aside pri- 
vately and anointed him king. Moreover, he in- 
formed him, that this was done by the authority of 
Oody who had appointed Jehu to execute his ven- 
geance for the wickedness of Ahab and Jezebel, wlio 
should be punished with the same severity that other 
wicked kings had been, and whose posterity should 
be so dean cut off, that not a male of them should 
be left alive. He also added the same prediction 
concerning the horrid death of Jezebel, which Eli- 
jah had formerly denounced to Ahab himself. 

The wild and eager looks of the messenger, and 
the apparent secrecy of Jehu, made so much impres- 
sion upon the other officers, that they closely ques-* 
tioned Jehu on his return. He was at first unwilling 
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to satisfy them, but afterwards confessed that he had 
just been anointed king by the divine appointment. 

They were so delighted with this news, that they 
instantly spread their garments under him, as a 
mark of their resuect and submission ; and lifting 
him up on hi^h, they caused him to be proclaimed 
king by sound of trumpet. Previous to this trans- 
action, king Joram had retired to Jezreel to be 
cured of bis wounds, having left the army at 
Ramoth-Gilead under the command of Jehu. 
And Jehu, finding that his elevation to the throne 
was so acceptable to the army, was very desirous of 
getting to Jezreel before any. intelligence of what 
bad happened could be conveyed to Joram. He 
therefore mounted his chariot immediately, in order 
to take Joram by surprise, who still continued at 
Jezreel together with Ahaziah, the king of Judah, 
who was come to visit him. 

When Jehu and his armed attendants began to 
draw near the city, they were perceived by the 
watchman, or soldier upon guard; and Joram, 
being informed of it, and doubting for what purpose 
so large a company was coming, dispatehed a mes- 
senger to inquire whether their designs werepeoce- 
able. Jehu having detained the messenger, in 
hopes of enticing Joram. to leave the city, a second 
was sent upon the same errand, who in like manner 
was prevented from returning. The watchman ac- 
cordmgly made a report of it to the king, telling 
him also that from the speed with which the cha- 
riot was driven, he suspected Jehu to be in the 
company; who was remarkable for being a furious 
driver. And now Joram imagining that Jehu had 
something of importance to communicate to him, got 
into his chariot, in order to give him the meeting, 
accompanied by Ahaziah, king of Judah. And 
the providence of God so ordered it, that the spot 
in wnich they met, was part of the very field which 
Ahab had seiased upon, when he caused the inno- 
cent Naboth to be put to death. 
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When Joram made inquiry of Jehu what were* 
his intentions, he presently gave him to understand 
that he was coming with a hostile design to execute 
the divine vengeance upon his wickedness, and still 
more upon the abominaole wickednessof his mother^ 
Jezebel. Joram too late perceiving the treachery, 
made haste to turn back, and warned Ahaziah to 
do the same. Their flight however w«3 utterly in: 
vain, for an arrow from Jehu^s bow reached the 
heart of Joram, so that he died instantly. And 
Jehu gave orders for Joram's body to be thrown 
into that part of Naboth^s vineyard, of which Ahab 
had made a garden: for Jehu naving attended him 
when he took possession of it, well remembered the 
burden or punishment, which God denounced by 
Elijah against him and his family. It was there^ 
fore strict justice, that they should be requited in 
the very spot, which had given occasion to the mur- 
der of Naboth, and that their bodies, according to 
the prophecy, should become a prey to the dogs and 
to ttie fowls of the air. Ahaziah^ who was also a 
wicked king, hoped to have escaped the fate of 
Joram; but by command of Jehu he was overtaken 
and put to death : however, as he was not of the fa- 
mily of Ahab, he was permitted to be buried with 
his ancestors at Jerusalem. 

After this, when Jehu was making his public 
entry into the city of Jezreel, Jezebel the mother of 
Joram, instead of endeavouring to conceal herself^ 
had the boldness to place herself at a window, witli 
all the pride of female ornament. And as Jehu was 
passing by, she addressed him in insolent language^ 
bidding him recollect the fate of Ztmri, who, as is 
recorded in the sixteenth chapter of the first book of 
Kings, suffered a violent death for bavins con- 
spired against the life of his master, Elah kin^ (A 
Israel. Jehu bavins given a hint to the servants 
who were attending Jezebel, they made no scruple 
of sacrificing so vile a mistress: and being thrown 
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down from the window^ she was instantly dashed 
in pieces^ and trampled upon by the horses of 
Jehu^s chariot. When Jehu had refreshed himself, 
it came into his mind to order the body of Jezebel 
to be buried^ as became the dignity of a queen; 
forgetting^ however^ at the moment, the prophecy 
of Elijah against her and Ahab. But had it been 
otherwise, his order could not have been executed, 
since the dogs had so completely devoured her car- 
cassi that scarce any of it was left remaining. The 
report of this brought to Jehu's recollection the 
curse which the prophet had denounced against her, 
and which pointed out, not only the place where 
she was to suffer death, but the circumstance of her 
being devoured by dogs, and of her carcass being 
so entirely consilmed, that scarce any thing should 
remain by which to distinguish her. 

The particular Providence of God displayed in 
this chapter, in accomplishing the destruction of 
Ahab's mmily, must fill our minds with an awful re* 
verence of the great Governor of the world, who 
ruleth over, all the kingdoms of the earth, and who, 
according to his own good pleasure, pvlleth down 
one and settetkup another. How exactly were his 

Srophecies fulfilled concerning this wretched family. 
, lay it prove a warning, not only to wicked kings, 
but to all who sell themselves to work evil in the 
sight of the Lord* A violent, and untimely death, 
and being made the food of dogs, was the just pun- 
ishment of these Jews. What recompense then 
must a wicked Christian expect? or what should be 
the object of his fears? Let our Saviour s himself 
answer it: Be not afraid of them that kill the 
body, and after that have no more that they can 
do. But 1 will forewarn you whom you shall 
fear; fear him, which after he hath kiUed, hath 
power to cast into hell: yea, I say unto you, fear 
him. 

l3 
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THE TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY. 

2 Kings x. 

The former chapter having related the death of Je- 
zebel, Abab's widow^ and also of bis son Joram^ .we 
are here told, that seventy of his children, proba- 
bly grandsons as well as sond, were still lefl remain- 
ing. In order to secure these from the effects of 
Jehu's displeasure, they had been removed, by 
those who had the management of them, from the 
city of Jezreel into Samaria. And JekUy with the 
view perhaps of trying the courage of these guard- 
ians and governors, wrote to them in a taunting, 
ironical manner, advising them, since thev had lost 
Joram, to choose out a successor to aim from 
among the rest of Ahab's sons; for surely they 
would find no difficulty in doing it, as they were so 
fully provided with the means of defence. But Je- 
hu, no doubt, was well aware how secure he was in 
the possession of his new kingdom. The answer 
whicli he received confirmed his security, and 
proved the cowardice of these rulers and elders, 
who, beins terrified at the fate of the two kings, 
Joram and Ahaziah, meanly offered to submit to 
Jehu's will in all things. 

Jehu was encouraged by so tame an answer, and 
conceiving himself to be authorized to complete the 
destruction of Ahab's family, he torote a second let- 
ter, requiring, as a Ml proof of their submission to 
his will, that they would put to death these seventy 
persons, and send their heads to him at Jezred. 
When Ae horrid deed was performed, Jehu order- 
ed the heads to be exposed to view in the most pub- 
lic Dart of the city. And the people being assem« 
bled together, he acquits them of all blame in this 
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matter^ acknowledging himself to have killed 
Joram: but if that were a crime^ how trifling was 
it in comparison of the gnilt of those who had 
slaughtered so many persons committed to their 
care, and depending upon them for protection. 
Jehu finishes his address by assuring them^ that 
thus shall every thing be fulfilled^ concerning the 
destruction of Ahab^s family, according as it had 
been foretold, first by the prophet ELijahy and then 
by his successor Elisha. He then commanded all 
those in Jezreel to be put to death, who were either 
related to Ahaby or who had held any office under 
him. And as he was going to Samaria, he met a 
large party of AhaziaKs children or kinsfolks, 
going to see their relations at Jezreel; and as they 
were nearly allied to Ahab's family, he caused them 
also to be slain. The great slaughter which Jehu 
thus made of every person connected with Ahab, 
must be accounted for, either from his fears of their 
avenging the death of their relations, or rather from 
his supposing that the command of the prophet to 
miite the house of Ahab^ warranted the shedding 
so much blood. 

After this, Jehu being determined to strike at the 
root of the idolatrous worship of Baal, continued 
his journey towards Samaria: and meeting with a 
man who was zealously attached to the worship of 
God, and who professed his approbation of Jehu*s 
conduct, he took him with him in his chariot to as- 
sist him in avenging the cause of God Nor did 
his zeal abate, till he had completed the destruc- 
tion of all Ahab's relations and followers who re- 
mained in Samaria. Jehu then proceeded to ex- 
ecute his grand design against the worshippers of 
BaaL And accordingly having assembled the peo-^ 

{}le together J he endeavoured to persuade them that 
le himself was a sincere worshipper of Baal, and 
more zealous in his service than even Ahab had 
been. He then told them that be was going to 
ccelebrate an extraordinary sacrifice in honour of 
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Booty and gave strict orders thai aUhis priests^ and 
every person connected with his service, should 
assist at it, and that those who absented themselves 
should be put to death. But ail this was only ^ 
subtile contrivatice of Jehu^ in order to destroy 
all the worshippers of Baal at one blow. 

When the day of the solemn meeting arrived, the 
severity of Jehu*s threats had so much influence 
upon the worshippers of Baal throughout the 
kingdom of Israel, that they all assembled together 
in me temple of Baal, so as to fill it completely. 
Jehu, in order to carry on the* deceit, commanded 
the priests to put on the proper garments for their 
ministration iii the sacrifice. And that he might 
be secure of executing his design^ he ordered a 
strict search to be made, that no one might be pre- 
sent except the worshippers of Baal only; pre- 
tending probably that the presence of any stranger 
would profane the solemnity. Then having pro^ 
vided a chosen body of men, whom he charged 
under the severest penalties to execute his orders, 
he sent them into the temple just as the sacrifice 
was ended, and commanded them to make a gene- 
ral massacre of all these wretched people. When 
this horrid service was pertbrmed, they went to 
another place that was sacred to Baal, where they 
destroyed all his images, and having pulled down 
this temple, they made use of its ruins for the vilest 
purposes, that so no idea might remain of its having 
ever been esteemed sacred. 

In this manner J&hu put a final stop to the wor- 
ship of Baal in Israel; though it must be confess- 
ed that the means which he used for that purpose 
were vefy unjustifiable. The honour of God and of 
true religion undoubtedly required that this false 
religion should be rooted out; and so strongly were 
the people attached to it, that nothing less tnan its 
total destruction could have answered that end. 
But the sttbtilty and deceit which Jehu employed, 
in pretending to be a sincere worshipper of Baalj 
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are very inexcusable^ and greatly lessen his merit in 
the service of God. His obedience indeed to God'd 
laws was far from being perfect; for he still encour- 
aged the worship of those golden calves^ which Je^ 
roboam had formerly introduced, in order to prevent 
the people of Israel from going to worship at Jerusa- 
lean, after the revolt of the ten tribes. Neverthe- 
less, as he had steadiljr obeyed the divine command 
with respect to the family otAhab, God was pleased 
to reward his zeal by promising his family a conti* 
nuance upon the throne for four generations, which 
was exactly fulfilled. Pity it was that he made so 
ill a return for the goodness of God, and still, ob- 
stinately cleaved to the great and crying sins of his 
forefathers. 

It was this, among other reasons, which probably 
induced the Lord, about this time, to lessen the 
power of Israel, by permitting the Syrians, under 
their king Hazael, to lay waste their country, and 
to deprive them of several provinces. These events 
of Jehu^s reign are all that the sacred historiaQ hath 
thought it necessary to record; nor is any further 
mention made of him, except the number of years 
that he reigned, and his being succeeded by his 
son Jehjoahaz. 

In reading this chapter, it may perhaps be mattei 
of surprise to us that God should permit, and indeed 
command, the forfeiture of so many lives. But we 
must consider how many and heinous were the pro* 
vocations of Ahab and of others of his family* So 
flagrant were their crimes, and so mischievous tbeit 
examples, that the cutting off a few only would by 
no means have removed the evil; and therefore God 
decreed their total destruction. Thus He permit* 
ted the partial suffering of a few, as the surest 
means of preserving the far greater number. The 
same may be said of the idolatrous worshippers of 
Baal, who, if left unpunished, might soon have cor«. 
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nipted this whole nation. With respect to the 
treachery which Jehu practised upon that occasion, 
we may learn this useful lesson, that the God of 
truth can never be served by deceit, nor does He 
stand in need of any man's sin to bring about his 
designs. Let us then beware how we be led into 
the commission of sin, under the vain pretence of 
doing God service: since few rules are clearer or 
more important than this, never to do evil that good 
may come. 



THE TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY. 

lEbcnfng Sfcerbfce. 

2 Kings xviii. 

This chapter begins with informing us of the age 
and descent of Hezekiah, the good king of Jtuiah, 
who served God with more fidelity than any king 
had done, since the separation of the two kingdoms 
of Judah and Israel. He not only destroyed all the 
remains of idolatry among the people, but he also 
broke to pieces the famous brazen serpent, which 
was intended only as a memorial, but had been 
gready abused to superstitious purposes. This ser- 
pent, as we read in the twenty-first book of Num- 
bers, had been erected by Moses^ as a means of cure 
to those who had been bitten hj the fiery serpents 
in the vdlderness, and had ever smce been preserved 
in remembrance of that miracle of mercy. It was 
no wonder that a people so prone to idolatry as the 
Jews were, should worship what in ancient times 
had been applied to so salutary a purpose. But as 
Hezekiah was determined to remove every thing 
that might seduce them to that sin, he utterly de- 
stroyed this brazen serpent, and fixed a name upon 
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it) eitpresdive of the utmost contempt and derision. 
T^e exemplary behaviour of this good king, in 
strictly observing the divine laws, and putting his 
confidence in God only, recommended him so 
strongly to the divine favour, that he prospered in 
whatever he undertook. This encouraged him to 
withhold the tribute which the king of Assyria had 
laid upon Ahaz, his father, and to shake off his 
yoke. He also made war upon the Philistines^ 
whom he defeated every where, from the tower of 
the tvatchmeny that is, in the open fields, where 
they built little towers wherein to watch their flocks, 
and also in their fortified cities. 

It was in the former part of HezeJdaKs reign, 
that the continued idolatries and transgressions of 
the Israelites, or people of the ten tribes, who dwelt 
in Samaria, having provoked God to the utmost. 
He delivered them into the hand of the king ofAs* 
Syria, who carried them away captive into his own 
country. And a few years after, another king of 
Assyria, named Sennacherib, invaded the kingdom 
of Judah where Hezekiah reigned, and took several 
of the cities. And Hezekiah, who had rebelled 
against the former king, was now so much alarmed 
for the safety of his kingdom, that he submitted to 
pay whatever tribute Sennacherib should think fit 
to lay upon him. This amounted to so large a sum, 
that Hezekiah was under the necessity of applying 
to this purpose, not only all the public treasure of 
the state, but also that which was set apart for sa- 
cred uses, and even the very gold which served to 
ornament the temple of the Lord^ 

Sennacherib, finding Hezekiah so unable to resist 
his demands, sent a large army against Jertesalem, 
which encamped in the neighbourhood of that city. 
And three of Sennacherib's principal oflicers went 
as ambassadors to hold a parley with some of the 
chief men belonging to Hezekiah: and they deli^ 
vered to him a haughty message from their master. 
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advising him to consider what small hopes he could 
have of resisting so great and powerful a King as Sen- 
nacherib. If he thought to obtain assistance from 
E^pt, his expectation would surely be disap- 
pointed^ for that feeble kingdom could no more as« 
sist him than a broken reed could support a man 
who wanted the assistance of a staff. Neither could 
Hezekiah trust for deliverance to the Lord Ood, 
since he had so lately offended Him, by removing 
b\8 high places and altars, and confining his toor^ 
ship to the temple of Jerusalem alone. But how 
grossly was Sennacherib mistaken in this point, since 
the high places and altars that had been removed^ 
were intended for the purposes of idolatry, and not 
for the worship of the true God. Still farther to 
shew their contempt for Hezekiah, and the small 
force he was able to raise, these insolent messengers 
pretended to question whether he could find as many 
as two thousand men to mount them, provided Sen- 
nacherib would supply that number of horses. If that 
were the case, what resistance could Hezekiah's army 
make against even a small part of Sennacherib's 
forces? In addition to all this boasting, the- mes- 
sage concluded with a direct falsehood, signifying 
that God himself had commissioned Sennacherib to 
invade the kingdom of Judah. Perhaps, indeed, 
be might conclude, that, as God had permitted the 
destruction of Samaria by the former king of Assy- 
ria, the same success would attend himself against 
Jerusalem. 

< As this conversation bad been carried on in the 
Jewish language, Hezekiah's officers were appre- 
hensive that the people might be terrified by it, 
and therefore desired the Assyrians to use the ^- 
guage of their own country, in what they had far- 
ther to say. In answer to this, Rabshakeh, who was 
the principal speaker, replied, that his message was 
intended not only for Hezekiah and his officers, but 
also for the people in general; in order that they 
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might know to what a wretched state of misery and 
waht they would be reduced^ if they did not yield 
up the city to him. Wherefore, instead of comply- 
ing with the request that had been made to him, 
Rabshakeh continued to address tlie Jews in their 
own langfiage, and with a louder tone of voice than 
before. The substance of his speech was, to warn 
them from trusting in the protection of Hezekiahi 
or of the Jjord, smce it would be vain and useless 
against so great a king as Sennacherib. At the 
same time he assured them, that if they were willing 
to purchase his favour and submit to his terms, they 
should, for the ]3resent, continue to enjoy the bless* 
sings which their own country supplied, the chief 
fruits of which were grapes and figs, and what is 
particularly valuable iii the eastern countries, free 
access to water. And if hereafter he should think 
proper to remove them, he promises that it shall be 
into a land equally fruitful with their own, both as 
to the luxuries as well as the necessaries of life. 
Still farther to dissuade them from putting any con- 
fidence in the promise of Hezekiah, that the Lord 
should deliver them, he asks what reason they could 
have for such a confidence, when none of the gods 
of other countrie9 had been able to resist his con« 
quests. Taking it therefore for granted that the 
Lord God had no more power than those false gods, 
it would be utterly in vain to expect deliverance 
from Him. 

To all this long discourse the people made no 
kind of a;}«t£'^r; in compliance with Hezekiah's po« 
sitive commands to that purpose. After this He- 
zekiah's three officers returned to him, in order to 
give him an account of all that passed. And to 
shew their abhorrence of the blasphemous language, 
which the Assyrians had used in their presence, 
they appeared before the king with their clothes 
rent, as was customary among the Jews upon occa* 
sious of great distress. 
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The chief subject for reflection which this chap- 
ter furnishes^ is the godly zeal and confidence of 
Hezekiah. His heart was so impressed with the ne- 
cessity of restoring the worship of God to its origi- 
nal purity^ that he determined to banish every rem- 
nant of iaolatry, and strictly to follow the command- 
ments of God. Let it be our endeavour to imitate 
so ffood an example^ by attending the worship of 
God with hearts full of purity, and firm i:esolutions 
to obey God in all things. Nor is the holy confi- 
dence of Hezekiah less worthy of imitation. When 
every appearance of human help seemed to fail, 
when he was gro^sIy insulted by his enemies^ who 
with a numerous army were ready to swallow him 
up, he held fast his confidence in God, and com- 
mitted his cause to him with all humility. When- 
ever therefore we are visited by any heavy affliction 
or calamity, let us call to mind the character of this 

food king, whose great commendation it was^ that 
e trmt^ in the Jjord God of Israel. In whom 
indeed can we trust, or from whom can we expect 
relief and comfort, but from Him who has given us 
life and breath, and aU things? Who spared not 
Ms own Son, but delivered him up for us all; and 
who has declared, that they who ptU their trust in 
Him shall not be confounded. 



THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITT. 

iStoming §bet&(ce. 

2 Kings xix. 

For an explanation of this chapter the reader is re- 
ferred to the thirty-seventh of Isaiah, which is ap« 
pointed for the First Sunday after Christmas. 
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THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFfER 

TRINITY, 

2 Kings xxiii. 

Before we enter upon this chapter, which contains 
the history of the good Josiah^ it will be necessary 
to remark that the good example of Hezekiah, and 
the reform which he made in the worship of God^ 
lasted but a short time. His son Manasseh, and his 
grandson Amon^ again introduced the worship of 
idols, and did that which was evil in the sight of the 
Lord* After them Josiah began his reign^ and 
being very desirous to restore the true worship of 
God; he gave orders in the first place for the repair 
of the temple. While they were engaged in this 
work; the Providence of God so ordered it, that 
they found the original book of the law, which had 
prooably been bid there during the reign of some 
of their idolatrous kings. 

Josiah, thinking it of great importance that the 
people should be thoroughly acquainted with this 
pook, the statutes of wliich had been miserably cor- 
rupted and neglected, ordered, as this chapter in- 
forms us, a general assembly to be held or all the 
people of every description. His intention in thus 
^sembling them, was that they might distinctly hear 
read to them the holy covenant, which had long since 
been established between God and his chosen people. 
iTiis covenant they were now called upon to renew: 
and accordingly both king and people made a so- 
lemn promise m the presence of God, henceforth to 
obey his commandments to the utmost of their power. 

The next step which Josiah took, was to root out 
idolatry, which had again spread widely over the 
kingdom ; as well the worship ofBaal, as of the idols 
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of the grovCf and the adoration of the heavenly 
bodies. Every thing belonging to these different 
kinds of idolatry with which even the temple of the 
Lord was infected, he ordered to be burnt without 
the city, and the ashes to be scattered about Beth' 
el: intending thereby to defile a place, noted for the 
worship of the golden calves. He also removed the 
priests, who ministered and burnt incense to these 
pretended deities. And as for the images of the 
grovCf he burnt them till they became smetll ditst: 
and in order that they might no more be accounted 
sacred, he commanded the dust to be scattered over 
the places where they buried their dead, which 
among the Jews were reckoned particularly unclean. 
As the worship of many among the heathens was 
mixed with shameful and abominable rites and cere- 
monies, even the sodomites had a place of residence 
near the temple: these Josiah destroyed, together 
with a kind of manufacture, where women were em- 
ployed in making coverings or tents for the images 
of the grove* Neither would he sufler the idolatrous 
priests to remain in the cities, but destroyed all the 
high places, without regarding the rank or authority 
of those who erected thenu As for those priests 
who were the lawful ministers of God's service in the 
temple, but who had defiled themselves by worship- 
ping in the high places; Josiah would not suiier them 
to approach God's altar, and to serve ia the higher 
olBSces of the priesthood, but he degraded them to the 
meanest employments about the temple. Neverthe- 
less he permitted them to partake of the offerings, 
which were allotted for the maintenance of the priests. 
. Josiah then proceeded to the destruction of various 
other kinds of idolatry, particularly that horrid eus-^ 
tom of burning their children in honour of the god 
Moloch; to prevent which in future he defiled the 
place that was set apart for that abominable practice. 
He destroyed the horses and chariots, which some 
former kings ofJudah had consecrated to the sung 



Lessons of the Old Testament. 237 

and he pulled down the altars which they had built 
upon the flat roofs of their palaces, and on other un- 
lawfiil places. One of the high places which he de- 
stroyed with every thing belonging to itj and which 
he defiled to the utmost, by filling it with the bones 
of dead men, had been formerly built by king Solo^ 
fnon, when he was seduced by his wives to practise 
the idolatries of the surrounding nations. 

As Josiah shewed such earnest zeal for the pure 
worship of God, the altar at Beth-el^ where Jerobo- 
am caused Israel to sacrifice to the golden calves, wa^ 
sure to be included in the general destruction. While 
Josiah was examining the tombs of the priests who 
had been buried there, and was ordering the bones 
that were found in them to be used in polluting this 
famous altar, he took notice of the inscription upon 
one particular tomb. The discovery of this tomb 
brought to light the completion of a wonderful pro- 
phecy which had been uttered more than three hun- 
dred vears before. This circumstance is related in 
the thirteenth chapter of the first book of Kings^ 
where we read that a Prophet from Judah distinctly 
foretold that a king of David's family, named Josiah, 
should defile the altar of Beth-el, by offering upon it 
the priests of the high places, and burning men's 
bones upon it. With such exactness did the Provi- 
dence of God bring to pass an event foretold at so 
remote a period ! Out of respect to the memory of 
the Prophet from Judah, Josiah would not let his 
bones y nor the bones of the old Prophet of Samaria, 
be removed, but in all other respects he completed 
the prediction^ by destroying the high places, kill- 
ing the priests, and polluting the altars. 

Having in this manner purged the country from 
all idolatrous worship Josiah returned to Jerusalem^, 
where he celebrated the feast of the passover in a 
more splendid manner and with a greater concourse 
of people, than had ever been assembled together 
since the days of Samuel. And being fully bent 
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upon executing the law to its utmost extent^ he put a 
stop to all the abominations which were committed 
by those^ who pretended to hold communication with 
evil spirits, and to practise the art of magic. It 
may tnerefore be affirmed^ taking all things into con- 
sideration^ that neither before nor (ifter him was 
there any king, who was so entirely devoted to the 
service of God^ and who took such pains to restore 
the purity of his worship. Nevertheless^ not even 
the piety of Josiah could avail to pacify the divine 
anger^ on account of the abominable idolatries of 
JUanasseh, which had corrupted the hearts of the 
people, and made them ripe for destruction. As 
therefore the ten tribes of Israel, who dwelt in Sa- 
maria, had by reason of their sins been sent away 
captive into a strange land^ God determines also to 
punish his chosen people of Judah in the same 
manner, and to remove his special presence from 
among them. 

No further account is here given of Josiah, than 
that he was slain in battle by the king of Egypt, and 
was brought to Jerusalem to be buried. lie was 
succeeded by his son Jehoahaz, who, instead of fol- 
lowing the pious example of his father, pursued the 
same evil course as the former wicked kings had dona 
He was not permitted to reign long, being soon 
after thrown into prison by the king of Egypt, who 
also exacted a considerable tribute from the people* 
He made Eliakim king in the stead of his broUier 
Jehoahaz, but changed his name from Eliakim to 
Jehoiakim, which was a usual custom among con- 
querors. In order to raise the tribute which the 
king of Egypt demanded, Jehoiakim was obliged to 
lay a heavy tax upon the owners of the land through- 
out all the country. Nor did he at all lessen their 
burdens by his good and prudent conduct, but 
walked in the steps of his wicked forefathers, has- 
tening thereby the captivity of Jerusalem, which 
came to pass during the captivity of his son. 
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In this chapter we see the picture of a good king, 
labouring to reform his people, and to restore the 
pure worship of God. Though so important an un- 
dertaking be highly praise-worthy in a king, still it 
will be all in vain, unless his endeavours are second- 
ed by his people at large. How then is this ^eat 
.work to be accomplished? Let every man begin by 
reformmg himself, let every one examine what are 
his own peculiar faults, the sins that do fnost easily 
beset him, and steadily resolve to forsake them. By 
acting thus we shall not fail to gain the favour of 
G.od, and to draw down a blessing upon our land. 

We have here another instance of an event taking 
place which had been foretold v^th peculiar exact- 
ness some hundred years before* How clearly does 
this prove the superintending eye of Providence 
over the affairs of men! And what ground does it 
afibrd us for confidence in that Almighty Being who 
sees tlirough the whole compass of nature at one 
view, who can bring good out of evil, and make the 
death of his Prophets and Saints a blessing to them; 
not only pjpeserving their dead bones so that they 
shall uoihe moved, but making. those dry bones live 
at the resurrection of the just 



THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY. 

Jeremiah v. 

The prophecies .of Jeremiah were delivered to the 
Jews a short time before their captivity in Babylon. 
They chiefly contain expostulations with them for 
their sins, and exhortations to repentance. lii the 
chapter before us, the prophet begins with complain- 
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ing, that the scarcity of good men was so great io 
Jerusalem, that it would be difficult to find in any 
part of it a man of strict truth and integrity. Were 
it not so, the goodness of God would incline Him 
to pardon the wicked for the sake of the righteoug. 
Even those among them^ who swear by the name of 
the Lard^ make no scruple of falsifying their oaths. 
But their hypocrisy can never deceive the Lord, 
from whose all«seeing eyes neither truth nor false- 
hood can be disguised. Instead of being reformed 
by tlie punishments with which God has corrected 
them, uey are become more hardened in their 
iniquity. 

So much obstinacy and perverseness, says the 
Prophet, must be owing to an utter ignorance of 
God's laws, and can only be found among the mean- 
est and most foolish part of mankind. He deter- 
mines therefore to mase inq^uiry among the higher 
ranks, whose superior education and knowledge must 
make them well acq^uainted with the duties of reli- 
gion. But, alas ! he is equally disappointed in his ex- 
pectations; for these wise and great men^ like head- 
strong oxen, have broken through every obligation 
and restraint Their innumerable transgressions 
shall therefore be followed by severe punishment, 
and their enemies shall fall upon them with the sa- 
vage furv of hungry beasts of prey. How indeed 
could it be expected that God should pardon those 
who are guilty of idolatrv, and who have given to &lse 
sods that honour which is due to his name alone. 
The blessings which God bestowed upon them in 
great abundance have been abused to the vilest pur- 
poses, and have only served to make provision for 
the flesh to fulfil the lusts thereof just like brute 
beasts that have no understanding. A nation thus 
sunk in wickedness, cannot fail oi calling down the 
lust indignation of God. 

At the. tenth verse God is represented as calling 
upon the Chaldeans to make an attack upon Jem- 
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saletn, reserving however its final destruction to a 
future opportunity. Amons the various kinds of 
wickedness which the men of Israel and Judah have 
committed^ this is not the least, that they have dis- 
owned the providence of God, and have despised 
the evils with which be threatened them. They 
treat the predictions of the Prophets as vain words, 
which shall not be fulfilled; or if ever they are, the 
mischief shall fall upon their own heads. But, to 
convince them that the threatenings of his Prophets 
are by no means vain words, God declares, that the 
punishments which they have foretold shall have as 
certain an efiect as ^re has upon dry wood. The 

S articular punishment now to be inflicted upon the 
ews, will be executed by a powerful people from a 
distant country, namely, from Babylon; a people of 
a different language from their own, and whose 
arrows are so certain of doing execution, that they 
may properly be called the grave of their enemies. 
This numerous and powerful people shall consume 
and destroy the whole product of the earth and all 
tlie cattle, nor shall they spare any of the fortified 
cities, 

' Should any one be inclined to (question the justice 
of God in aealing thus with his chosen people, 
what can be more equitable than that they, who 
have forsaken the worship of God, and enslaved 
themselves to idols, shotud now become slaves to 
others in a foreign land? What extreme folly and 
want of common sense must they have, who pretend 
not to fear the efiects of God's power, when every 
thing around them gives such convincing proofs of it? 
Among innumerable instances, how wonderful is that 
eternal law of nature, by which the waters of the sea, 
raging and boisterous as they are, should still be 
confined within such certain bounds, that they rarely 
encroach upon the land? But neither the power of 
God, nor even bis mercies, can excite the reverence 
of this rebellious people; otherwise they could not 

M 
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fail to be moved by his bountiful goodness, in sup- 
plying them with seasonable rains and giving them 
the blessings of harvest. When these things are 
withheld^ national iniquities are frequently the 
cause. It was eminently so among the Jews, whose 
wickedness and deceitful craft were become intole^ 
rable. A fowler does not take more pains to entrap 
unwary birds, than they do to deceive and over-reach 
silly^ unthinking men. So hardened are they ia 
the ways of iniquity, that they go beyond all com- 
mon degrees of wickedness; and instead of exer- 
cising justice and mercy towards helpless orphans, 
whom God has so frequently recomm^ided to their 
compassion, they even take delight in oppressing 
them. At present, indeed, they seem to prosper and 
fatten on these evil deeds: but the day ot God's 
visitation is at hand, when he will take vengeance 
on this profligate and abandoned people. 

The Prophet concludes this catalogue of their sins 
with mentioning one that was very enormous. Even 
the Prophets and priests of the Lord, whose ofSce 
it was to warn men with the strong voice of truth, 
are so bent upon gaining the favour of the people,, 
that they scruplenot to amuse them vfithfalse predic- 
tions. Such extreme guilt must end m utter cor« 
ruption, and consequent punislmient. 

This whole chapter contains a strong exhortation 
to national repentance: rich and poor, great and 
small, are all concerned in it. And happy would 
it be, if all who hear the Prophet's warnmg-Toioe 
would make the case their own. In many respects 
we of this nation bear a striking resemblance to the 
Jews. Favoured by the peculiar bounties of heaveo, 
distinguished by our government, as well as our 
situation, from the neighbouring nations; blessed 
with a purer form of worship than most others en- 
joy ; we, like them, are under the strictest (^ligation 
to religious obedience.' Would to God that the re^ 
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semblance stopped here! But alas! it must not be 
denied^ that we also have broken the yoke and burst 
the bonds that should have confined us in the strait 

Eath of religion and virtue. Many a kind warning 
as God given us^ many a gracious call to repent- 
ance. That they may not be all in vain^ let us 
humble ourselves by unfeigned repentance^ beseech- 
ing God to delay the time of visitation, lest He be 
provoked^ not only to take vengeance on our ini- 
quities, but even to make a full end of us. 



THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY. 

lEbtntng Sberbfct. 

Jeremiah xxii. 

Thb former part of this chapter is addressed to Je- 
hoiakim^ king of Judah, the son of Josiah^ and to 
all his servants and subjects in the city of Jerusalem. 
In the first place, Jeremiah exhorts them to forsake 
those grievous sins of oppression and violence against 
the poor and helpless^ of which they were so fre* 
quently guilty, and to return to the way of righteous- 
ness. In that case he promises tfaem^ notwithstand- 
ing their former iniquities, a continuance of kings 
to succeed to the throne of David. On the other 
hand, if they continue these evil practices, he so- 
lemnly swearSy in the name of God, that their de- 
struction will be inevitable. In the language of the 
Prophets, princes and great men are often represent- 
ed under the image of high hills and lofty trees: so 
here Jeremiah declares, that though the king of 
Judah were as precious in the sight of God as the 
rich land of Cfilead^ or the tall cedars of mount 
Lebanon, yet as the one may be laid waste, and the 

m2 
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other be cut down and burnt^ so should the king be 
destroyed by his enemies. It might be matter of 
wonder to other nations, that a kingdom so highly 
favoured by God should be thus forsaken by him: 
but their wonder will cease, when they learn, that 
idolatry and various wickedness have brought this 
punishment upon them. 

At the tenth verse, the Prophet advises them no 
longer to lament the loss of their good king Josiah, 
to whom it was foretold that he should be taken 
away from the evil to come; but rather that they 
should lament the fate of Jehoahaz^ who is probably 
meant by Shallum. It was he^ whom the king of 
Egypt had put in prison, and who was never likdy 
to return again into his own land. 

After this, follows a severe reproof of Jehoiakim, 
who indulged a luxurious taste in building a magni- 
ficent palace, and adorning it in the most sumptuous 
manner, regardless of the poor hireling, whose ser- 
vice he had used without wages; and little consider- 
ing, that a sumptuous palace is a poor security 
against a powerful enemy. The Prophet then calls 
upon him to compare his own conduct with that of 
his father Josiah. The one shewed his regard to 
the law of God by an impartial administration of 
justice; and he was rewarded for it by the blessings 
he received. The other delighted in covetousness, 
and in the persecution of the innocent. Their 
death shall be as difierent as their lives have been: 
for while the one has been universally lamented by 
his people, not a voice shall be heard to bemoan the 
other ; and when he dies, his body shall not have 
the common rites of burial. 

At the twentieth verse the Prophet seems to ad- 
♦iress himself with a degree of insult to the people of 
Jerusalem^ directing them to cry aloud from the 
lofty boundaries of their country, to see if they could 
get any assistance from their lovers or allies, whom 
nevertheless he represents as being destroyed. He 
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reminds thein^ that^ while they were in a flourishing 
state^ he had often warned them of their danger^ and 
they had constantly rejected his advice. They must 
now take the consequences of their obstinacy^ as they 
will be confounded in one common captivity with 
their rulers and allies. O thou haughty city^ that 
settest up thy nest on high, like an eagle upon the 
cedars oi Lebanon^ when these severe pangs and 
afSictions shall actually overtake thee, then wilt 
thou be ready enough to humble thyself before me. 
^s for the son of Jehoiakim, whose name was Je- 
^oiachin or Jecnoniahy his evil deeds are so great, 
that were he ever so dear to me, saith the Lord, 1 
would cast him off. His punishment shall be, to 
be carried away captive into the country o( his 
greatest enemy, from whence he shall no more re- 
turn. A kin^ of so vile a character is of no more 
value than a piece of an useless idol, or of a broken 

Eot; and, therefore, captivity in a foreign land, for 
im and his family, is his due reward. Let all the 
earth therefore take notice of the Lord's decree, 
that none of the descendants of Jechoniah should 
hereafter succeed to the throne of David. 

This chapter clearly points out the great advantage 
of piety towards God, and justice towards man, as 
well as the evils that will follow from an opposite 
conduct. They who forsake the covenant of their 
God, must expect to be forsaken by Him. Let it 
be our earnest care not to be found of that number. 
One of the greatest acts of injustice is the defraud- 
ing the poor of their wages; and it is much to be la- 
mented that some among the higher ranks are too 
apt to be guilty of it. Let them and all others who 
are conscious of this crime, consider how strongly 
it is condemned both in the Old and New Testa 
ment. Thou shalt not, says Moses, oppress an 
hired servant thcU is poor and needy: at his day 
ihou shalt give him his hire, neither shall the su?i 
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80 doton upon it, for lie is poor, and setteth his 
heart upon it: lest he cry against thee unto the 
Lord, and it be sin unto thee. — Behold, says St. 
Jamesy the hire of the labourers, which have reaped 
down your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, 
crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped, 
are entered into the ears of the Lord of hosts. 
Though only tile labours of hasbandmen are par- 
ticularly mentioned here, the censure is equally ap- 
plicable to the wages and debts that are unjustly 
withheld from workmen and artificers of every kind; 
and the evils which these sufier from it are often 
greater than those of the common labourer. 



THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY. 

» 

JSREMIAH XXXV. 

This chapter is a remarkable instance of what has 
been several times observed before, that the ancients 
frequently preferred giving instruction by visible 
signs and actions rather than by mere precepts. The 
whole substance of the chapter may be comprised 
in a small compass. Jeremiah^ being desirous to 
convict the Jews of their disobedience to the divine 
ordinances^ sets before them the example of the Re* 
chabites, by way of reproof for their conduct. 

These Rechabites, we find^ lived among the Jews, 
and were in close alliance with them. One of their 
ancestors, whose name was Jonadab, had injoined 
them to live a very strict and abstemious life; parti- 
cularly to drink no wine, nor even to plant a mne* 
yard^ to live in tents^ and not in homes, and not 
even to sow any seed. All these rules they had 
conscientiously observed^ leading a wandering life 
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like shepherds, and observing so strict a degree of 
temperance^ that they were content with what was 
just necessary to support nature, and which they 
contrived to procure without cultivating the earth. 
This had been their customary method of livings 
which however they had been obliged to quit for 
the present, and to take refuge in Jerttsalem, on 
account of the invasion of the country by the king 
of Babylon's army. 

In order to shew the Jews how closely the Re^ 
chabites conformed to the laws which had been pre* 
scribed to them, Jeremiah takes some of them into 
a part of the temple where stran^rs, who were not 
idolaters, might be lawfully admitted. When they 
were there, he sets before them plenty of wine, and 
invites them to partake of it. But they resisted the 
temptation with the utmost firmness, acquainting 
him with the positive laws by which they Were 
bound, and with their uniform and steady obedience 
to them. 

Now Jeremiah makes use of this circumstance to 
reprove the Jews, bidding them compare their own 
conduct with the great exactness of these Rechabites 
in obeying their father's commandment. He then 
calls upon them to recollect, how frequently and 
earnestly God had exhorted them to obedience, 
warning them by his Prophets to repent and amend, 
to forsake their idolatries, and to qualify themselves 
for the blessings He offered them. As therefore 
the disobedience of the Jews to the Lord their God 
was so directly contrary to the complete obedience 
of the Rechabites, God acquaints the former with 
his intention of executing that vengeance, with 
which He had so long threatened to punish their 
rebellious disobedience. 

In conclusion, Jeremiah assures the Rechabites, 
that their upright and steady conduct should not 
lose its reward; but some of their descendants, after 
the Jews were gone into captivity, should long have 
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the privilege of standins before God, that is, of 
attending his service in the temple. 

This chapter shews us the great value which God 
sets upon obedience to his laws. The Rechabites 
are highly commended for their strict conformity to 
the precepts of their forefathers; and the Jews are 
as strongly condemned for their obstinate dis- 
obedience, notwithstanding all the encouragements 
and warnings which God had given them. Let us 
apply this to our own situation as Christians. W^ 
are not obliged to follow that strict abstinence and 
peculiar method of living which the Rechabites 
were, nor are we bound by the laborious services 
and burthen some ceremonies of the Jews. But if 
wo are happily free from these, our obligations to 
obedience are infinitely increased in other respects. 
We are partakers of the greatest blessing that was 
ever vouchsafed to mankind, the redemption of the 
world by Jesus Christ; and the precepts, which the 
Gospel injoins, are set forth as the unerring rule of 
our obedience. If we fail in obeying these pre- 
cepts, if all the kind warnings which have been( 
given us, to return every man from his evil tvayi 
and to amend his doings, are still without effect^ 
what can we expect but that God will bring upori 
us, as he threatened to do upon Judahy all the evil 
that He pronounced against them. The Recha- 
bites were held out as an example to the Jews: let 
the Jews be a warning to us: and let us remember 
the words of our blessed Lord, in which he con- 
demns the impenitence of those cities, which re- 
pented not at his miracles and preaching. fVq 
unto thee, Chorazin, wo unto thee, Bethsatda: for 
if the mighty works had been done in Tyre and 
Sidon, which have been done in you, they had a 
great while a^o repented, sitting in sackcloth and 
ashes. But it shall be more tolerable for Tyre 
and Sidon at the judgment, than for you. 
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THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY. 

Jeremiah xxxvi. 

This chapter informs us, that, during the reign of 
Jehoiakim king ofJudah, God commanded Jere- 
miah to collect together into a book the different 
prophecies, by which from time to time he had 
warned the Jews and other neighbouring nations. 
God hereby mercifully intended to afford them an 
opportunity of reviewing his threatenings, that so 
they might be brought to repent of their iniquities, 
and might escape the dreadful punishment which 
hung over them. Jeremiah therefore repeated these 
prophecies to Baruch, his servant or secretary, who 
wrote them down from his mouth. And as the 
Prophet himself was confined, either by sickness or 
imprisonment, he charged Baruch to read these 
prophecies in the hearing of all the people, when 
they should be assembled together upon some 
^lemn occasion. Baruch proceeded accordingly 
to fulfil the Prophet's orders, and distinctly read 
to the whole assembly the contents of these import- 
ant prophecies. 

In the following year Baruch was commanded to 
repeat this solemn reading, which he did in the 
temple of the Lord, on occasion of a public ya^^, 
proclaimed by royal authority. Now it so happen- 
ed, that among those who were present, there was 
one of the king's courtiers, named Micaiah, who 
being much struck with these prophecies, gave an 
account of them to the chief officers of state. And 
they also, being desirous of hearing them from Ba- 
tuch's own mouth, and of questioning him as to the 
manner of his receiving them from Jeremiah^ they 

m3 
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made Baruch read them again in their presence. 
The severe judgments which these prophecies de« 
nounced, alarmed them extremely; and thinking it 
necessary to acquaint the kins with what had hap- 
pened, and at the same time bein^ unwilling to ex- 
pose Jeremiah and Baruch to the edects of his 
anger, they advised them both to conceal themselves 
for the present When the king was informed of 
the event, he commanded that the words of the pro^ 
phecy, which were written upon a roll of parch- 
ment, in the manner that books were in those days, 
should be read in his presence. When only a part 
of them had been ready Jehoiakim was so much en- 
raged by the threatenings which they denounced 
against him and his kingdom, that he would not 
suffer the book to be finished, but, notwithstanding 
the entreaties of some of his courtiers, he threw it 
with violence into the fire. And so hardened in 
iniquity was the Mng^ as well as many of his at- 
tendants, that this violent action had little or no ef- 
fect upon them, nor did they shew any signs of 
mourning or distress at the evils with which they 
were threatened. 

After this circumstance had taken place> and the 
king had in vain endeavoured to discover Jeremiah 
and Baruch, God commanded Jeremiah to write tbo 
roll of prophecy over again, notwithstanding the 
obstinacy of Jehoiakim^ and his unwillingness tQ 
give credit to the miseries that would certainly over- 
whelm him. Moreover the Lord threatras him> 
that none of his posterity in a direct line should 
succeed to the throne, that he himself shall be de* 
prived of the common rites of burial, and that the 
impenitence of him and his subjects shall bring 
upon them the severest punishments. 

Then Jeremiah readily complied with the oom- 
mand of God, again inditing his prophecies to his 
servant Baruchy and making such additions to 
them as the occasion required. 
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We may here remark^ in the first place^ the in- 
dulgent mercy of God, in still holding out tot his 
wicked king and his iniquitous subjects another op- 
portunity for repentance. Had they embraced it, 
the avenging sword, which hung over their country, 
might yet have been sheathed. May it act as a 
warning to other sinful nations, that they may see 
their danger, and lay hold on the mercy of God, 
while the day of salvation lasts ! Secondly, we may 
observe the behaviour of some of these courtiers, 
^ho felt the force of the prophecies very strongly 
when first they heard them; but they soon wore of^ 
and they shewed no marks of concern at the king's 
throwing the book into the fire. Let us all learn 
from this, whenever we feel our hearts a^cted by 
the great truths of religion, to cherish them in our 
minds, and instantly to put in practice the good re- 
solutions they inspire. And let those, whose duty 
calls them to attend upon princes and great men, 
be doubly upon their guard not to suffer themselves 
to be seduced by the evil examples that may be set 
them, nor ever to give up the great cause of religion, 
through fear of danger to themselves, or through 
any motive of worldly interest. 



THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY. 

iWommg gberbice. 

EZEKIEL II. 

The prophecy of Ezekiel appears to have been 
written during the captivity of the Jews in Babylon. 
It b^ns with representing to Ezekiel a splendid vi- 
sion, wherein the glory of God was revealed to him 
under the appearance of a man, surrounded by the 
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dazzling brightness of heavenly fire. In the present 
chapter, this glorious human figure rouses the asto* 
nisbed Prophet to listen to the message^ which he 
commissions him to deliver to the children of Israel, 
The prophet is reminded of their heinous provoca- 
tions and obstinate rebellion against God, even from 
the earliest times. This indeed was a d]soouraa:e- 
ment to the success of his message: but still he is 
commanded to persevere, and not to sufier himself 
to be afiTrighted from doing his duty, though their 
looks were as terrifying as scorpions or serpents^ 
or their words as sharp and piercing as thorns. 

After this we are told^ that a Aa/tict was stretched 
out to him, holding a roll of a book; for, in ancient 
times, before the invention of printing, books were 
commonly written upon paper or parchment, and sa 
rolled upon sticks. The prophet is then command- 
ed to open his mouthy and eat this roll; by which 
we must understand, that as food taken in at the 
mouth must be digested in order to the nourish- 
ment of the body; so he must swallow, as it were, 
these divine truths, and thoroughly digest them in 
his mind. It is added, that the contents of this 
roll or prophecy were of a sad and melancholy na- 
ture, full of God's judgments and severe threaten- 
ings against his rebellious people. 

The proper reflection upon this short chapter is 
this : that it is the duty of God's ministers to be 
very zealous in setting before the people the fatal 
consequences of their continuing in a sinful course. 
Happy is it both for priest and people, when these 
warnings lead men to repentance and amendment. 
But whether they toiU hear, or whether they will 
forbear, the judgments of God must be fairly laid 
before them, and every endeavour must be used to 
save them from that wretched state, whose end will 
be lamentation f and mourning, and woe. 
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THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFl^ER 

TRINITY. 




lEbening §etbta. 

EZEKIEL XIII. 

In this chapter Ezekiel denounces the judgments of 
God against those false Prophets and Prophetesses^ 
who^ for the sake of gairi^ encouraged the wicked in 
their sins, and disheartened the truly good and pious. 
He is commanded first of all to reprove the folly of 
those lying Prophets, who pretend to have seen vi-* 
sions, and who utter prophecies of their own inven- 
tion. Such false Prophets may be compared, for 
their cunning and greediness, to the cvafiy foxes in 
the wilderness. Instead of following the example 
of Moses, who stood in the gap to turn away the 
wrathful indignation of the Lord from his people, 
these pretended Prophets have never interceded 
with God to stay his avenging arm, when it was 
lifted up to smite the house of Israel. They have 
been bold enough to utter their lying prophecies in 
the name of God, as if He inspired Uiem ; and have 
thereby led others to expect that their words would 
come to pass. Tlieir vanity and falsehood shall 
bring upon them the anger of God^ so that they 
shall not be reckoned among his chosen people , but 
their names shall be blotted out from the house of 
Israel, neither shall they return from captivity into 
iheir ovm land. _ 

After this^ God proceeds to threaten them with 
still further marks of his displeasure. The expres- 
sions are taken from their manner of building in that 
country; for their houses were commonly built with 
mud or unbumt bricks, and then plaistered over; 
if the mortar was not well tempered, the buildings 
ivere very liable to be washed down. In allusion 
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to this, God addresses the false Prophets, who 
amused the people with vain hopes of peace and 
happiness^ instead of setting before them the punish- 
ments with which they were threatened. He as- 
sures them that their work shall not stand: like a 
building erected by unskilful workmen, it shall faU 
to the very foundation. As violent storms of hail 
and rain shall quickly overthrow whatever is daubed 
'with such uhtempered mortar y so the anger of the 
J/)rd shall destroy these false Prophets, and over- 
throw all their vain words. 

Ezekiel is then commanded to address those wo- 
men, who pretend to the gift of prophecy. The 
eighteenth verse is full of difficulties; it is not easy 
to understand the meaning of sewing pillows to all 
armholeSy and making kerchiefs upon the head of 
every stature. They probably refer to the arte 
whicn those deceitful women made use of to seduce 
the unwary. Their chief aim was to render their 
prophecies and doctrines easy and palatable to every 
one; just as those, who are studious of ease, have 
pillows and cushions to support their arms. In 
order also to blind and deceive their hearers, they 
put kerchiefs, that is, handkerchiefs or veils, over 
the heads of men of every age or stature^ so as ef- 
fectually to cover their own artful designs. By 
these arts they ensnared the souls of men, even as 
wild beasts are driven into the snares and traps of 
the hunter. Their greediness to obtain ever so 
trifling a reward, made them not scruple to profane 
by their lies the holy name of God ; vainly threaten- 
ing death to his righteous servant^, and promising 
life to those whom He would destroy. God then 
declares his determination to defeat all these cheats 
and impostors, and to release those unhappy 
wretches whom they have ensnared in their toils* 
He will bring to nought all those groundless fears, 
with which tney have alarmed the righteous; and 
will destroy those vain hopes, by which they have 
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encouraged the wicked in their evil deeds. Thus 
shall all their false pretences to prophecy be done 
away^ and God shall deliver his people from such 
vain delusions. 

This chapter is a strong condemnation of those 
deceitful teachers, who, through vanity^ or a greedy 
desire of gain, seduce the thoughtless and unwary; 
disheartening those who strive to do their duty, and 
filling the wicked with false and dangerous confi- 
dence. As every age and country has produced 
such pretenders to knowledge and sanctity, it be* 
comes the peculiar duty of the teachers of true re- 
ligion, and of their hearers also, to resist such mis^o 
chievous doctrines. Let those then, who are duly 
authorized to teach others, be careful to lay the true 
foundation of love to God, of faith in Christ, and 
of repentance from dead works: not endangering 
the fall of their building by untempered mortar^ 
feeding men with vain hopes, or terrifying them by 
false Alarms. And let tnose who are taught, be 
upon their guard against the cvnning craftiness ff 
such as lie in wait to deceive. Let them remember, 
that he only that doeth righteousness is righteous: 
let them cultivate piety towards God, firm faith in 
Christ their Redeemer, love and charity to one 
another. This is that true solid foundation, which 
was laid by the Apostles and Prophets^ Jesus Christ 
himself being the chief corner stone. 
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THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY 

iWoming Sberbto. 

EZEKIEL XIV. 

In this chapter^ some of the elders^ or principal 
men among the Jews^ who during the captivity re- 
mained at Jerusalem^ are represented as addressing 
themselves to Ezekiel^ in the character of a divine 
Prophet. As they had been guilty of gross idolatrv, 
not only in their hearts or imaginations, but in openry 
bowing down to idols^ God declares that such men 
as these, who notwithstanding their grievous iniqui-^ 
ties pretend to consult his Prophets, should receive 
no answer to their inquiries but from Himself. This 
Answer would be regulated by their own works; 
they would be dealt with according to their deserts, 
and in proportion to their forsaking the worship of 
God. They are warned therefore to forsake their 
abominable deeds, and by sincere repentance to 
avert the just indignation of God, who otherwise 
would make them signal examples of his vengeance, 
and cut them q^with sudden destruction. As to 
those false Prophets, whose hearts were alienated 
from God, and who yet pretended to divine inspi- 
ration, God declares, that He permitted them tooe 
deceived as a just jud^ent ior their idolatry and 
other wickedness, and m order to disappoint their 
vain hopes and expectations. He threatens also 
to inflict an equal punishment upon these false 
Prophets and upon those who have been wicked 
enough to consult them; that so the people of God 
may be warned not to renounce his pure worship, 
nor to corrupt themselves with these abominable 
practices. 
God now proceeds to denounce his threats against 
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eny country that shall be overrun with total cor* 
Tuption. The four great ministers of bis wrath are 
famine^ wild beasts which overrun a desert land, 
the sword, and pestilence. Accordingly^ when a 
nation has filled up the measure of its iniquity^ and 
is ripe for punishment^ He commissions one of those 

{)lagucs to execute his vengeance upon the guilty 
and- And He here positively declares^ that, in 
a state of such universal corruption. He will not 
hearken to the prayers and intercessions of the few 
righteous who may be left remaining, though men 
of eminent piety and virtue. All their eatreaties shall 
be of no further av^il than to preserve themselves 
from the general destruction. The king of Judah, 
therefore, who had so shamefully transgressed the 
divine laws, must expect a severe visitation from the 
union of all these plagues. 

But notwithstanding this general judgment which 
shall fall upon the wicked, God is pleased in mercy 
to promise, that a remnant of those, who were now 
sunering grievously in Jerusalem, should be per- 
mitted to escape from the sword of the enemy, and 
to join their companions in captivity. And this 
mercy of God towards them shall bring them to 
such'a sense of their former wickedness, that they 
shall look upon it with abhorrence: they shall give 
such proofs of their repentance and amendment, as 
shall comfort those who have suffered from the de* 
struction of Jerusalem^ and shall convince all men of 
the justice of God in inflicting this exemplary pun- 
ishment upon a nation, which He had so abundant- 
ly favoured. 

In this chapter we perceive the vain folly of those 
who address themselves to Grod in prayer, while 
they live in a notorious violation of his laws. Let 
us learn from it to repent and mend our evil ways, 
and to cast away the stumbling^lock of our inU 
quity far from us, and then we may hope to have 
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our petitions accepted by God. Again^ we see how 
naturally national punishment follows national wick- 
jedness. If the prayers of the few who are eminent- 
ly rigliteous be ineffectual to prevent the threatened 
destruction^ still let it be our earnest care to be of 
ihe number of those few: that, although we fail in 
our desires of preserving others, we may, through 
God's mercy in Christ, deliver our own souls^ 



THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY. 

EZEKIEL XVllU 

The chief intention of this dbapter is, to shew that 
God's dealings with mankind, especially as to their 
condition in another life, would be regulated by the 
good or ill behaviour of each individual : it being the 
invariable rule of his providence, that punishment 
should follow guilt, and happiness be the reward of 
innocence, lliere was, it seems, a proverb, or com«> 
mon saying, among the Jews, which implied a cen- 
sure upon the justice of God, as if the calamities^ 
which befel the present generation were inflicted on 
them merely for the sins of their forefathers. God 
is pleased therefore to declare here, that however 
children may be involved, in respect to this world, in 
the consequences of their parents' guilt, impartial 
justice would ever be the rule of his conduct: tem- 
poral death was the declared punishment of sin to 
every man; and, without repentance, eternal death 
would follow. If then the conduct of any man be 
upright and virtuous — if he has never been guilty of 
worshipping icUds, nor o{ eating the sacrifices offered 
to them in high places — if he has abhorred the sin 
of adultery, and all other acts of uncleanness«^if he 
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has not been rigorous and oppressive in his dealings 
with the poor, taking no advantage of their necessi- 
ties, but relieving them with a liberal hand — if piety 
to God, and justice to man have been the rule of his 
conducts-such a one may depend upon obtaining 
the blessing of God, expressed here oy life. This 
then is a proof that every man will be judged ac- 
cording to his own works. 

On the other hand, suppose this righteous man 
to have a son of a character directly opposite, who 
should be guilty of the grievous sins above mention- 
ed: in that case his father's righteousness will avail 
him nothing, but he will justly suffer the punishment 
he hath brought upon himself. Again, should this 
wicked man have a son, who, taking warning from 
the example of his father, should carefuUv avoid the 
sins of which he had been guilty; he shall by no 
means suffer /br kis fkther*s iniquity, but shall be 
Accepted ana rewarded by God. 

To this reasoning the Jews are supposed to ob- 
ject, that, in the destruction of Jerusalem and in 
their captivity, they were actually suflering for the 
iniquities of their forefathers: forgetting that their 
own sins had deserved these calamities, independ- 
ently of every other consideration. To dl this, God 
answers by his Prophet, that the reward or punish- 
ment of every man is in a great degree owing to him- 
self, as the consequence of a virtuous or a vicious 
life. This undjoubtedly is strict justice; but the 
goodness and mercy of God go still farther, and 
open a way to those who have been wicked, to re«^ 
gain his favour. If the sinner be truly penitent, for- 
sake his evil ways, and steadily obey the law of Grod 
for the future; He, who hath no pleasure in the 
death of a sinner, hath promised to blot out his tranS' 
gressions from his remembrance. But let not the 
goodness of God betray the righteous into presump- 
tion and self confidence. If he suffer himself to be 
seduced from his righteousness, and to persevere in 
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Slu evil course^ he will forfeit all his former advan* 
tages^ and his ingratitude and wilful sins will sub- 
ject him to severe punishment. 

Still were the Jews ready to accuse God of par* 
tiality and injustice. But surely nothing can be more 
agreeable to strict justice than that those who die in 
un repented sins^ should suffer punishment; and that 
repentance and amendment of life should entitle a 
man^ through the mercy of God, to forgiveness and 
reward. God declares therefore that he ^\)\ judge 
his people according to their deserts: and as He 
well knew their iniquities and continual transgress 
sions of his laws^ He earnestly entreats them to re* 
pent, and thoroughly, to reform their lives, assuring 
them that He desireth not the death of a sinner^ but 
rather that he should turn from his wickedness and 
live. 

The great lesson to be learnt from this chapter is 
the necessity of a good life, in order to the attain- 
ment of everlasting happiness. Sincere piety to* 
wards God, kindness and charity to our neighbour, 
temperance, soberness and chastity in the govern- 
ment of ourselves-^These are the qualifications re* 
quired by God. The inbred corruption of mankind^ 
and the infirmity of our nature, are lamentable bin* 
drances to our strict performance of these duties: 
the corruptible body presseth down the soul, so 
that in many things we offend all. But God has 
mercifully provided a remedy for our weakness, and 
even for our grievous sins. Hearty repentance and 
amendment of life were the conditions required from 
the Jews for regaining the divine favour. From us 
also are they strictly required: but, thanks be to 
God, we have a mediator of a better covenant^ 
through whose blood we have remission of our sins; 
and by persevering in a righteous course we shall 
not fail to find acceptance with God. Let us then 
put our trust in God, through the merits of this mer^ 
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cifiil Redeemer, let his law be the constant rule of 
pur lives, and whenever we are so unhappy as to err 
from it, let us immediately repent and return unto 
the Lord our God, so iniquity shall not be our 
ruin* 



THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY. 

iJlomittg Sberbice. 

EzEKIEL XX. 

This chapter begins like the fourteenth, and repre* 
sents some of the elders y or men of note and autho-* 
rity among the Jews, as coming to consult the Pro- 
phet Ezekiel, and to inquire the will of the Lord at 
nis mouth. The expression of sitting before him, 
relates to the usual posture of those, who came to 
receive instruction from a teacher. God refuses to 
answer their inquiries, but directs the Prophet to 
pronounce his judgments upon them for all their 
abominable practices. He then proceeds to lay 
before them an account of their idolatries and acts 
of rebellion against Him, from their first becoming 
a distinct people unto the present time. 

He reminds them of the miraculous manner in 
which he had made himself known to them in Egypt ^ 
lifting up his hand unto them to bring them out or 
it; that is, entering into a solemn covenant with 
them by an oath for that purpose ; for, lifting up the 
hand was the ancient method of taking an oath. 
Moreover, he took them under his especial care, pro* 
mising to bring them into a rich and fruitful country, 
but commanding them, at the same time, to worship 
Him as their only God, and by no means to deJUe 
themselves with the idolatry of the Egyptians. In 
spite of these divine warnings^ they quickly suffered 
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themselves to be seduced to theworship of idols^ so 
as greatly to provoke God's anger against tbem* 
Nevertheless, he was merciful towards them in keep- 
ing his promise of delivering them from bondage; 
that so his name might not be profaned among the 
heathen, as if he were incapable of making good his 
word. 

When they were come into the wilderness, God 
was pleased to give them a peculiar set of laws, both 
civil and religious, by the strict observance of which 
they might have ensured to tliemselves life and hap- 
piness. And still more to distinguish them from 
other nations, who had lost the knowledge of God's 
having created the world in six days, and rested on 
the seventh, he commanded them to observe the 
Sabbath as a constant sign of their being his pecu- 
liar people. All these commands were insufficient 
to restrain them from rebelling against God, during 
their abode in the wilderness, so that He determined 
to punish them by not suffering those individual Is* 
raelites, Moses himself not excepted, to enter into 
that good land which he had designed for them. 

As for the children of these rebellious people, God 
gave them full warning to avoid following the exam- 
ple of \he\r fathers, and strictly charged them to ob- 
serve all his laws and ordinances. Unhappily they 
were led away by the same spirit of disobedience, 
neglecting their duty to God and unmindful of their 
own true happiness. This ungrateful behaviour 
brought a severe punishment upon many of them^ 
and provoked God to threaten to cast them off from 
being his people, and to disperse them among the 
other nations of the earth. Wherefore He gave them 
wo unto their own hearts^ lusts,and let them follow 
their own imaginations: He suffered them to go on 
in those horrid idolatries, which were by no means 
for their good, and by the practice of which tliey 
must lose the nappiness, which obedience to the di« 
vine ordinance .would have given them. And where* 
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as the law of God required that the first-born should 
be sanctified for his service, these impious wretches 
perverted that law into the abominable practice of 
sacrificing their first-born children in the^re to their 
god Moloch : so that they were defiled in those ver j 
gifts which ought to have been dedicated to God> 
who in his righteous judgment gave them up to de* 
solation and destruction. 

After this, the Prophet declares to them in the 
name of God how grievously they had transgressed 
against Him, after their settlement in the land of 
Canaan, in their various offerings and sacrifices on 
the high places and thick groves. Thus did they 
confound the pure worship of Gk)d with that of the 
heathens: giving an idolatrous name to the altar 
which was set apart for the worship of God alone. 
As therefore the Israelites had continued to tread in 
the steps of their forefathers^ and to commit the same 
aAominations, God oetermines to disregard all their 
addresses to Him; and He assures them, that their 
shameful intention of conforming more and more to 
the idolatry of the neighbouring nations, should not 
take place. 

At the thirty-fourth verse, and those which follow, 
it seems probable that the Prophet speaks of the ge» 
neral restoration of the Jews, after their dispersion 
into different countries. But, as the patience of God 
had long been wearied by their provocations. He 
threatens to treat them with greater severity, and that 
their trial should be as great as theirs was, who en- 
dured the perils of the tvUderness in the way to their 
promised rest. As God convicted many of their 
/others of the guilt of disobedience. He here tells 
them, that he will publicly make them ashamed <^ 
their sins, so that they should acknowledge their guilt 
He will take as exact an account of them as a shep- 
herd does of his sheep, when he numbers them with 
his rod or crook; and he will cause them to remem^- 
,ber the strong obligations by which they are bound 
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to obey his laws. He then tells them^ that he will 
separate the righteous from the wicked; and, when 
they return from their captivity, the rebellious among 
them shall not be permitted to enter into their own 
country. He also threatens to abandon them to the 
consequences of their own continued wickedness, 
bidding them in an ironical manner to persevere in 
the worship of idolSy but not to suppose that he 
could look upon them as his servants, or accept their 
gifts and offerings while they polluted his fiome 
with their abominable idolatries. 

After this there seems to be an allusion to the 
times of the Gospel, when the Jews themselves 
should be received into the Church, which in the 
prophetical writings is called the mountain of the 
Lord* When God shall have wrought this great 
deliverance for the people of Israel, and, having ^^a-^ 
thered them from the several countries where tney 
were dispersed, shall have assembled them in their 
own landy He will graciously accept their prayers 
and offerings. On the other hand, the Israelites, 
instead of their former self-confidence and vain boast- 
ings, shall humble themselves before Him, calling 
their own ways to remembrance, and deeply lament- 
ing their grievous transgressions. 

In the conclusion of the chapter, the Prophet is 
directed to address his words in a particular manner 
to the city of Jerusalem, which lay to the south of 
Chaldea, where he and the other Jews were in cap- 
tivity. The purport of this address was, to denounce 
the future vengeance of God upon that city. And 
as in the language of the Prophets great cities are 
compared to forests of lofty trees ; so here the divine 
judgments in the destruction of Jerusalem, in which 
both the righteous and the wicked shall have a share, 
are described under the fi^re of a devouring and 
iinqiienchablejire, by which the green as well as the 
dry trees shall be consumed. The destruction shall 
be universal from one end ot the land to the other, 
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and it shall clearly appear to be in consequence of 
the divine appointment. In the last verse Ezekiel 
expresses his apprehensions^ that the Israelites will 
pay little regard to all his warnings, and will consi- 
der them as nothing more than parables and figura- 
tive allusions. 

The threatenings which are pronounced against 
the Jews in this chapter, should act. as a warning to 
all who read it. God had given them a law which 
was holy, just, and good; but their disobedience 
and want of faith converted into a curse what was 
intended for a blessing. On us also has God be- 
stowed a still more valuable blessing, even the 
promise of redemption and sanctification through 
Christ Jesus. But in order to attain this blessing, 
certain conditions must be fulfilled: we also must 
.walk in his statutes, keep his Judgments, and hal- 
low his Sabbaths. If we examine our hearts and 
lives, it will but too plainly appear how greatly 
we have failed in fulfilhng our part of this holy cove- 
nant. Let us then earnestly entreat the Lord to 
pardon our innumerable transgressions, and to loathe 
ourselves in our own sight for all the evils that we 
have committed. So shall we escape the heavy 
vengeance with which we are threatened, the mercy 
of God will pardon our past backslidings, and our 
perseverance in a righteous course will, through the 
mercies of our Redeemer, entide us to a share in 
that heavenly Canaan, of which a \a.nd flowing with 
ffiilA and honey gives but a faint resemblance. 
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THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY. 

EZEKIEL XXIV. 

In this chapter Ezekiel is commanded to continue 
his warnings to die Jews on their approaching cala- 
mities, under several significant figures or parables. 
This warning, we are told, was given on the very 
day in which Nebuchadnezzar began to besiege Je- 
rusalem, llie first parable describes the destruction 
of that city and of many of its principal inhabitants, 
by the figure of a boiling pot^ into which they put 
the choicest pieces of meat that could be found. 
In the same manner as the meat and bones are re* 
presented to be boiled and consumed, so shall that 
bloody city be utterly destroyed : as the scum of the 
pot is still therein, so her filthiness remains in her. 
But vengeance shall quickly overtake her: her chief 
men shall be brought out as it were piece by piece, 
and slain. So few shall be saved, that it will be 
needless to cast lots for their lives, as it was custo- 
mary to do among a large number of prisoners. 

In order to give the Jews the greater abhorrence 
of bloodshed, it was commanded by their law, that 
the blood of every creature that was killed should 
be poured upon the ground and covered with dust 
In allusion to this, Jerusalem is here spoken of as 
exhibiting her bloody deeds in an open, bare&ced 
manner, without ever seeking to cover or excuse 
them. She shall therefore be openly punished, 
and her blood shall not be covered from the sight of 
men. 

In pursuance of the figure of a boiling pot, God 
continues to denounce a woe against the inhabitants 
of this bloody city, whose destruction would be as 
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grateful to their enemies^ the Babylonians^ as a dish 
weU spiced and seasoned is to a hungry stomach. 
After the inhabitants are destroyed, then follows the 
destruction of the city itself, with all its abominable 
filthinesSy represented by burning the empty pot 
and melting it in the fire. The reason of ner de- 
struction is given, in her having never been wearied 
of following after lies, that is, vain and lying idols; 
from which the divine mercy had often strove to 
purge and cleanse her by many awakening calls to 
amendment. As, therefore, her wickedness was 
incorrigible, God declares his fixed rescdetion to 
punish her according to her deserts. 

The next pararble is intended to represent the ex- 
treme misery of the inhabitants of Jerusalem | whose 
distress should be so great, as to deprive them of 
the power of uttering their complaints. Ezekiel is 
described as undergoing the severe loss of a beloved 
wife by the sudden stroke of death. Nti^twithstand- 
ing all his sufferings, he is forbidden to shew any 
outward marks of affliction, either by tears or lamen- 
tations. Neither is he permitted to express his sor- 
row by any of those tokens, which were customary 
among mourners; such as shaving the head^ going 
barefoot, covering the face, and partaking of the 
mourning-feast with his kindred. Wlien he ac- 
quainted the people, the morning a^r the event, of 
his having acted thus by the special command of 
God; they seemed not to comprehend what- relation 
his behaviour could have to them. Upon this he 
informs them in what manner he was a sign to them. 
As he was not allowed to bewail the loss of the 
dearest object of his affections, so should their grief 
be restrained under the de(?pest affliction. When 
their temple, on the excellency of which they so 
much prided themselves, should be given up by 
God to be pillaged and profened by the heathen; 
when the sight of this calamity shoitld affect theij 
souls with grief and pity; and their children, who 

n2 
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remained in the city at the time of the captivity, 
should be put to death : their astotiishment at these 
divine judgments would be sogreat^ that thev would 
be struck dumb and be wholly unable to give vent 
to their sorrow. This will plainly shew the mean- 
ing of ExekieFs behaviour in his affliction, and will 
point out the hand of God in these remarkable 
events. 

From the conclusion of the chapter it appears, 
that when the siege of Jerusalem should begin, Elae* 
ktel was to cease prophesying; but when it was 
completed and the temple destroyed, his mouth 
should again be opened to address those who should 
escape from the fury of the enemy, and to convince 
them of the truth of bis prophecies, and of the forcr 
knowledge and power of God. 

The same reflections present themselves here as 
in some former chapters. Sinful nations, that have 
filled up the measure of their iniquity, and are be- 
come incorrigible, can only expect to be devoted to 
destruction. God should put the avenging sword 
inta the hand of their enemies, who i^ould roojt 
them out, that they may be no more a people^ 
How soon this may be our own case, God only 
knows. — Ta avert the threatened destruction, let 
us unite in beseeching Him to spare us yet a little 
longer. And to our hearty prayers and sincere re- 
pentance let us add a thorough reformation of our 
lives. Zjet every individual purge himself from his 
JUthinesSf and resolutely forsake the sin that does 
so easily beset him. If we do not take this course, 
but obstinately persist in our iniquities, we shall 
quickly find that our Ood is a consuming fire, 
which will bum both us and our city, and will pu- 
nish us by such dreadful calamities, that we s^aU 
not be able to mourn nor weep, but shall pine away 
in stupid amazement 



Le$$<ms of the Old Testament, 269 

THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY. 

iWomittg Sbertto* 

Daniel III. 

Thb; first two chapters of Daniel contain an account 
of bis captivity in Babylon , of his extraordinary wis* 
dom ana understanding, by which he was enabled 
to exf^in Nebuchadnezzai^s dream, and of his ad- 
vancement to the high office of being ruler over the 
whole province of Babylon. Three of his oompa* 
hions in captivity, who were also men of great wis- 
dom and piety, were, at the request of Daniel^ ap« 
pointed to assist him in discharging this important 
trust. The present chapter informs us, that about 
the time of these appointments, Nebuchadnezzar 
cauised to be erected an immense golden or gilded 
image^ in honour of the god whom the people of 
Babylon worshipped. In order that the dediccUion 
6{ this image might be celebrated with the greater 
solemnity, the king summoned all the great men of 
his kingdom to attend. And when they were as- 
sembled together in great numbers from every quar- 
ter, public proclamation was made of the royal de- 
cree, commanding every person, that at whatever 
lime or in whatever place warning should be given 
by various instruments of music, he should immedi- 
ately yb// down and worship t\\e god whom that 
image represented. The penalty for disobedience 
to his decree was extremely severe, even the being 
burned alive ; so that it was not wonderful it shoula 
be almost universally obeyed by the subjects of Ne- 
buchadnezzar. Neither the example, however, of 
these heathens, nor even the dread of so severe a 
punishment, could prevail upon the captive Jews to 
be guilty of such gross idolatry. In particular. 
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Daniel's three companions in the government, to 
whom the Babylonians had given the names of Sha- 
drach, Meshach, and AbednegOy positively refused 
to comply. The rest of the courtiers, who were 
jealous 01 their advancement, informed Nebuchad- 
nezzar of their disobedience to his command. And 
the king, unwilling to give credit to the accusation^ 
condescended himself to argue the matter with these 
Jews ; repeating the decree and tlie dreadful punish** 
ment of disobeying it; hinting also to them, in a 
blasphemous manner, how incapable the God of Is- 
rael would be to deliver, them out of his hands. The 
andiier of the captives was simple and firm ; assuring 
the rking of their confidence in Ood to deliver them, 
and expressing their resolution, whatever might be 
the consequence, never to pay divine worship to 
any false gods. 

Upon this an3wer, the seeming kindness of Nebu- 
chadnezzar was. changed inio furious anger, and he 
commanded the sentence to be executed with more 
than usual severity. Accordingly, the poor crimi* 
nals, being bound hand and foot, were thrown intq 
thejjre, the fierceness of which was such, that the 
executioners themselves fell victims to the raging 
JlameA. Not so these innocent sufferers: they had 
placed their confidence in a God who was abun« 
dantly able to deliver them, insomuch that the fire 
had not the least effect on them, nor were any of tneir 
clothes so much as singed. When Nebuchadnezzar 
beheld this wonderful event, he could not withhold 
his astonishment, that thev should have received no 
hurt from the fire, that their bonds were entirely 
loosened, and that 9. fourth person should be undk^ 
ing with them in the fire, whom the king justly 
supposed to be the angel, whom their God had 
sent to deliver them. 

The pride and infidelity of iV^&ucAa^n^iSisar could 
not but be struck with this extraordinary miracle : 
he therefore readily acknowledges the superior 
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Eower of the God of Israel^ who bad thus rescued 
is faithful servants, and. prevented the effect of 
his own severe decree. And now he is as earnest 
in promoting the honour of the true God, as he was 
before in enforcing the worship of idols. He there- 
fore publishes another decree, denouncing ven* 
geance against all those who should blaspheme so 
powerful a Ood; and to shew his entire approba- 
tion of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, he re^ 
stored them to their former dignities. 

From this interesting story we may leam^ of 
what great importance it is to serve dod^ and to 
trust in Him in the greatest extremities. When* 
ever the laws of God and man plainly interfere^ we 
should not hesitate for a moment which to obey. 
However great may be the example of those who 
would lead us astray, or however formidable the 
power which would compel us to break the law of 
God; let us steadily persevere in doing our duty to 
Him, and then we may despise every danger or 
distress which may chance to befall us. The fire 
firom which it pleased God to deliver these his 
diosen servants was but a transient flame, which at 
any rate could only have consumed their bodies. 
But let us remember, that in another world there 
is a devouring fire, which cannot be quendied, and 
in which the im];)enitently wicked shall be torment- 
ed for ever. From this also the goodness of God 
will assuredly deliver us, if we entitle ourselves to 
bis favour and protection. He shall loosen us from 
the bonds by which we were held; the^re shall 
have no power to hurt us; and the an^l, which 
shall efiect this deliverance for us, is indeed no 
other than the Son of God. 
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THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY. 

Daniel vi. 

Darius having succeeded to the vast empire of the 
Medes and Persians, he appointed governors to 
each of the several provinces; he also named three 
principal men to superiritetid the rest, and to 
manage the affairs of the kingdom at large. But 
Daniel J being blessed with an excelhmt understand- 
ing, and having had great experience in state affiiirs 
during the reigns of Nebuchadnezzar and Belsha2- 
zar, was particularly favoured by the kingy and 
was appointed to be ihe president or chief of the 
realm. The advancement of a foreigner and a cap- 
tive to so high a post raised the envy and jealousy 
of the great lords, who eagerly sought for an op- 
portunity to bring an accusation against him, with 
respect to the administration of the kingdom. But 
he was ^o faithful and exact in the management of 
every thing, that all their endeavours proved rain 
and fruitless. At length they determined to ground 
the accusation on the artide of religion; well know- 
ing how zealous Daniel was in worshipping the 
God of his forefathers, and how greatly he abhor- 
red their idolatry. Having therefore tnet together, 
they agreed to present a petition to the king; whicb 
was so flattering to his vanity, that they thought he 
could not reject it. The purport of it was, to sub- 
ject every person to the cruel punishment of being 
devoured by lionSy who, for tne space of a whole 
month, should dare to put up a petition or prayer 
to any Ood or man, except to the king himself. 
When they had prevailed upon Darius to give his 
consent to the decree^ it became an established 
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law of the kingdom, and therefore could not be 
changed. . 

These malicious men did not wait long for an 
opportunity of gaining their end : for DanieCs piety 
was tob sincere for any human authority to prevent 
him from doing his duty. He therefore continued 
his usual custom of offering up his prayers to God 
three times, a day 9 turning his face towards Jeru- 
salemf a» was customary among the Jews, when 
they were at a distance from that city: nor did he 
take any pains to conceal his piety from public ob^ 
nervation. His enemies lost no time in accusing 
him be/ore the king, of having paid no regard to 
his solemn decree, and in urging him to have the 
dreadful sentence speedily executed. When Da- 
rius perceived how miserably he had been imposed 
upon, and to what a horrid situation this hasty and 
imprudent decree had exposed his favourite, he 
bitterly lamented his own rashness, and endea* 
voured from morning till night to contrive some 
method to prevent the punishment. The enemies 
of Daniel were equally eager for the execution of 
it; and the law being of so positive a nature, the 
king was obliged to give way, and to order the 
sentence to be put in force. Nevertheless he was 
so conscious of DanieFs integrity, and had con- 
ceived sohigh an opinion of the power of the true 
Ood, that he was not without hopes of his inter- 
posing, to save so faithful a servant* 
: When the lions' den was sealed, and properly 
secured, so as absolutely to prevent the wretched 
prisoner's escape, Darius, overcome with grief and 
anguish, shut himself up in his palace, refusing 
every kind of refreshment, as well as his usual 
amusements: neither could he by any means close 
his eyes to sleep. As soon as it was daylight, he 
ive9U in haste to the den, inquiring with a melan- 
dioly anxiety whether that God, in whom Daniel 
irusted^ had been able to save him from such ex* 

n3 
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treme peril. Daniel himself answered his inquiries 
with a cheerful voice, informing him, that.CToa had 
mercifully restrained the lions from hurting him, 
because he was innocent of any crime, and would 
not have disobeyed the kin^s decree, if it had ncyt 
been contrary to his duty to God* 

Darius was greatly rejoiced at this unexpected 
and miraculous preservation of Daniel: but being 
highly incensed against his persecutors, he con- 
demned them to the same punishment which they 
had wished Daniel to have suffered. 

According to the barbarous custom of those 
times, their families were also included in the sen- 
tence; and being all thrust into the ofeit, the savage 
beasts presently tore them in pieces. 

This signal instance of the divine power and 
goodness made so much impression upon Darius, 
that he issued another decree^ commanding all his 
numerous subjects highly to reverence the Ood 
whom Daniel worshipped; a God, whose kingdom 
he himself professed to be everlasting, whose power 
extended over heaven and earth, and who had 
given the most convincing proof of it, by rescuing 
bis servant from the fury of the lions. After this 
event, Danid continued to enjoy the favour of Da- 
rius, and at his death that of Cyrus, who succeeded 
to the empire of the Medes and Persians. 

The first thing to be observed in this chapter is, 
the dreadful consequence of envy and jealousy: 
those who are guilty of them, suffer grievously 
themselves from the indulgence of such malignant 
passions, and are led by them to the commission of 
such sins, as bring on their own ruin, as well as 
that of others. Let us carefully guard against this 
horrid disposition, learning to be content with the 
condition m which God has placed us, and not 
grudging the superior advancement or happiness 
of others. Secondly, we may remark the goodness 
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bf God in rewarding th^ fidelity of his servants. 
In this chequered life we are liable to severe af* 
flictions, and sometimes to cruel persecutions for 
righteousness' sake. Let us however not be weary- 
in well-doings nor faint under tribulations as those 
who have no hope; but putting our whole confi* 
dence in God, let us patiendy endure when we 
suflfer wrongfully, and trust in his mercy to bring 
us out of tl^ fiery furnace of affliction. 



e 



THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY. 

iDKoming Sberbfcc. 

Joel ii. 

The former part of this chapter describes the ter- 
rible judgments with which God punished his peo- 
le, nrst by sending a severe drought upon their 
and, and then by a plague of locusts, which are 
here represented as God's army. The prophet, 
proclaiming the approach of tUs calamity, exhorts 
the people to prepare for it. as they would for the 
approach of an enemy, assembling themselves to- 
gether at the sound of the trumpet* The conse- 
quences of this divine visitaticm would be so dread- 
nil, that it might well be called by the awful name 
of the day oj the Lord^ when every thing would 
look gloomy and dismal, as when the hills are over- 
spread with a lowering mist. He describes these 
devouring insects as equal, or superior, in the ha- 
voc they make, to any host of men. They are ac- 
companied widi a terrible drought, and however 
fruitful and pleasant the country may be which lies 
before them, as soon as they have passed over it, it 
becomes a perfect desert The motion of these 
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locusts shall be bo swift, and the noise, they make 
so tremendous, that they shall resemble war-horses 
and chariots^ yea, such great destructioo will they 
make/ that they may be compared to a devouring 
fire J or to a powerful army prepared for battle. 
Well may terror and dismay, appear on the dismal 
countenances of the beholders! For nothing shall 
he able to check the progress of ,these destructive 
insects, who shall march on with all the regularity 
of an army, overcoming every resistance, and pene- 
trating into the most secret retirements. Both the 
earth and the heaven shall seem to share in this 
calamity: for. the fmits of the one shall be devoured, 
and the light of the other shall be darkened by tTiis 
hovering cloud of insects, which are sent to execute 
the irresistible commands of God. 

The account bere given by the prophet of the 
vast numbers, regularity, and horrid mischief done 
by locusts, will not appear surprising to those who 
have read the accounts given of them by travellers 
in the East. They sometimes come in such im^ 
mense swarms as entirely to darken the air; and 
wherever they happen to settle, they utterly destroy 
every green thing, so that the whole country be- 
comes like a barren desert. 

The prophet having fully described their de- 
structive progress, exhorts the pepple to humble 
themselves before God, and to entreat his pardon, 
not only by outward marks of sorrow, such ats/ast^ 
ingy and tearing their garments, but by a sincere 
and hearty repentance. This is the only way to 
avert the anger of a merciful Ood, who perhaps 
may be prevailed upon by such behaviour to bless 
his people with some of their former plenty, at 
least with what may enable them to o^er Him a 
sacrifice of thanksgiving. In order however to se- 
cure the divine pavdon, the people are directed to 
assemble together before the Lord, with all due so- 
lemnity : the young and. the old, the bride and the 



Lessimsofthe (M Te^kment. 277 

bridegroom, and especially all the ministers of the 
Lord, \*hose duty it was to intercede with God, 
and to beseech Him, that He would continue his 
accustomed, mercies to his peculiar people, and not 
suffer them to become the scorn and reproach of 
their enemies. If they humble themselves in this 
manner, God will have compassion on them, and will 
restore to them their former plenty of all the neces- 
saries and comforts of life. He will also rid them 
of that great plague, the locusts ; which, after hav- 
ing executed his will, shall be driven to the sea 
coast; and their dead bodies lying together in great 
heaps, shall send forth a noisome stench, so as to 
infect the very air. 

The Prophet then calls upon the land to r^'oice 
for the great plenty which it shall now produce, and 
also upon the cattle wh6 shall be no more deprived 
of their rich pastures, nor shall the trees any longer 
withhold theiryrtti^ These blessings will excite tlie 
iittriost joy and gratitude to that gracions Ood, whose 
bounty shall send such seasonable rains, that the 
bams and winepresses shall overflow with corn and 
idne. This return of jJenty shall make full amends 
for all the mischief that was done by the locusts and 
other insects, which God sent like a numerous army, 
to destroy the fruits of the earth. Then shall the 
mouths of Gt)d*8 people be filled with praise and 
thanksgiving, and tliey shall confess that to his power 
and protection alone they are indebted for every 
blessing. 

llie latter part of the chapter seems plainly to re- 
fer to the times of the gospel, when it has pleased 
God, at diflferent periods, and for different purposes, 
to pour out his Spirit upon many of his faithful ser- 
vants, both old and young, male and female. The 
wonders which are here mentioned as taking place in 
the heavens and in the earth, are genera,l]y supposed 
to relate to the destruction ot Jerusalem by the Ro* 
mans. Tlie expressions may indeed be taken in their 
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literal sense; for» besides the immense quantity of 
blood that was then shed, and the raging fires in 
different parts of the city during the siege; we are 
assured tnat there were dreadful signs in the hea- 
vens^ both of eclipses and other alarming appear- 
ances. It is also well known, that, in the writings 
of the Prophets, the fall of kingdoms, and other 
great revolutions, are often denoted by signs and 
wonders in the heavens : and they are here described 
in terms that properly belong to the general jiidg* 
roent, that great and terrible day of the LorcL 
The last verse points out the only sure way to escape 
this severe destruction, namely, by calling on the 
name of the Lord, that is, by becoming sincere dis- 
ciples of Jesus Christ, who first began preaching 
his gospel at Jerusalem, and thereby preserved a 
remnant of his people who disdained not to obey 
the gracious calt. 

From this chapter we mav learn, that the surest 
method of averting God's judgments is by humbling 
ourselves before him in weeping, fasting, and prayer. 
Not that we shalL obtain this end by mere tran- 
sient fits of devotion, or by a short formal abstinence 
from food, in order that we may return to our luxu- 
rious habits with greater relish. The religious sor- 
row which God expects, and the abstinence which 
he requires, must proceed from the heart, from a 
deep sense of our sms and a firm resolution to for- 
sake them, a full purpose to abstain from every 
thing that may inflame our passions, or may tend to 
divert us from our duty. By this means alone may 
we hope to be restored to God's favour, and to the 
enjoyment of the blessings of which he may have 
deprived us. When therefore afflictions and calami- 
ties, either public or private, overtake us, let us not 
fail to call on the name of the Lord with sincerity 
of heart, devoting ourselves more entirely to his ser- 
vice, and resolving from henceforth to make his laws 
the only rule of our conduct. 
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THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY, 

MiCAH VI. 

In this chapter the Prophet condemns the Israelites 
for their ingratitude^ and various other sins, asainst 
which he denounces a severe punishment. He be-f 
gins by representing God as condescending to plead 
bis cause with his people, and to enter into a kind 
of trial with them, that so it may appear whether he 
or they have the greatest reason ior complaint. The 
Psalmist speaks of him as calling the hetwenfrom 
above and the earth that he may judge his people: 
so likewise here he appeals to the mountains and 
the hills, to bear witness, as it were, in this contest, 
wherein he challenges his people to declare in what 
respects he had injured them. On the other hand, 
he puts them in mind of his great mercy, in deliver- 
ing them from the bondage of Egypt, and conduct- 
ing them through the wilderness by Moses and 
Aaron, and their sister Miriam, the Prophetess. 
He bids them also remember how he had saved 
them from the wicked plots of the king of Moah, 
and had converted the intended curses of Balaam 
into blessings: thus extending his mercies to them, 
from their first coming to Shittim, in the plains of 
Moab, to their entrance into the land of Canaan by 
GUgcd. 

After this reproof of their ingratitude, the Prophet 
represents the people as desiring earnestly to regain 
the favour of God. For this purpose they inquire, 
whether the usual sacrifices, injoined by the law, 
and multiplied to a great extent, would be acceptable 
to him. Or if these should not be suflScient, they 
are ready to make the most costly ofiering, and 



280 ^ Course of Lectures on the 

even to give up their first^barn^ provided auch a 
sacrifice would procure the divine pardon; In an- 
swer to this thei'rophet assures them that although 
it pleased God for wise purposes to appoint certain 
ceremonies and sacrifices^ as an atonement for parti- 
cular transgressions; yet the ofifering which was 
most acceptable to him was of a far different nature. 
The practice of justice and mercy to their fellow- 
creatures, with an humble obedience to God's laws, 
were mudi more precious in his sight than any cere- 
monial observances^ or the most costly ofl^rings 
could possibly be. 

The Prophet then assures them, that it is God 
himself who denounces vengeance against Jerusalemy 
and that whoever is wise among them, will plainly 
discern who hath appointed this chastisement 
Among other instances of wickedness which parti-* 
cularly called for punishment was the common prac- 
tice 01 cheating their neighbours, by the use of false 
toeights, and deceitful measures ; a shameful method 
of enriching themselves, and laying up treasures^ 
which could neither be acquired nor preserved with- 
out a continuance of lies and deceit. God declares 
that he will punish these evil deeds hj sickness and 
desolation; and moreover that they who have com- 
mitted them shall find neither satisfaction nor nou- 
rishment in the food they e€U; they shall be afflicted 
with an inward sinking and dejection; whatever ad- 
vantages they may gain, they shall not be able to 
retain them ; or if they could retain them, they shall 
be wrested from them by violence. In short, nothing 
that they undertake shall succeed. If they sow 
corn, another shall reap the fruit of their labours: 
when they have gathered in their olives and grapes, 
and have taken every pains to collect the juice of 
them, they themselves shall not have oil or wine 
enough for the common purposes of life. The last 
verse gives an additional reason for the infliction 
of these punishments, namely, that the idolatry 
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and other wicked practices of Omri, and his soa 
Ahab^ were still persisted in by their; follower^. 
The consequence however would be fatal to those 
who trod in their steps; since they should become 
the scorn and derision of their enemies, and should 
be overwhelmed in the desolation and destruction 
prepared for the wicked. 

* A principal thing to be observed upon this chap« 
ter, is the decided preference which is here given to 
the substantial duties of virtue and holiness, above 
any ceremonial institutions, llie most punctual 
performance of the mere outward duties of religion 
will be of little avail, unless our lives are regulated 
by the positive laws of God. In vain shall we pre*> 
(end to reverence his sabbaths, if justice does not 
govern our dealings all the week after ; in vain shall 
we open our lips to praise the God of heaven if we 
refuse to shew mercy and kindness to our fellow* 
creatures upon earth . These ought we to have done^ 
nndnot to leavethe other undone. God himself has 
condescended to shew us what is good^ and to point 
out the duties on which he lays the greatest stress 
— to do justly, and to love mercy, a/nd to wcdk hum- 
bly with our God, Another point to be attended 
^o, is the censure which is here passed upon the 
arts of fraud and deceit, the scant measure and the 
deceitful weight. The frequency of this ^rime is 
far from being a justification of the practice; and 
though it may be often screened from the eyes of 
man^ it will not fail to be noted in God^s book* 
The punishments denounced against it by the Pro* 
phet, refer only to the loss of temporal goods; but 
as sure as God is true, they who are guilty of it, 
and do not heartily repent of their crime, will one 
day meet with a punisnment, to which the loss of 
corn, or oil, or wine, will bear no manner of pro- 
portion. 
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THE TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY, 

Habakkuk ii. 

The prophecy of Habakkuk foretels the de^struc- 
tion of the Jews^ and afterwards that of the Chal- 
deans. The Prophet^ having in the first chapter com- 
Elained to God of his proceedings with his peoplej is 
ere represented as waiting to receive God's answer, 
with all the anxiety of a tDcttchman^ placed in time of 
war upon a high tower ^ to ^ve notice of the enemy's 
motions. The answer he received from God was in 
a kind of vision, which he is commanded to write 
down in such plain and legible characters, that they 
may be easily read by those who pass by; like those 
tables or painted boards which were publicly hung up 
for every one to read. A set time is appointed for the 
fulfilling of this t;mon, the truth of which shall then 
plainly appear. Some interpreters refer the vision 
to the destruction of the Babylonish mcxiarchy, which 
is foretold in the following verses: others think it 
relates to the coming of the Messias, or Christy 
which, though it were delayed, would surely come 
to pass. In this sense the latter part of the third 
verse must stand thus: though He tarry , expect 
Him, because He that cometh wUl come, HE will 
not tarry beyond the appointed time, but will make 
good the promises of deliverance given to your 
fathers. Then it goes on, the man, wnose heart is 
swoln with pride and lifted up with self-conceit, will 
not readily believe this; but the righteous man, 
who puts his confidence in God, will patiently wait 
for the accomplishment of his promises, and shall 
receive the reward of his faith. 

At the fifth verse the Prophet begins to pronounce 
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tbe judgment of God against the Babylonish mon* 
urchy, addressing himself particularly to the king 
thereof. He first speaks of his violent thirst for 
power^ which makes him drunk as it were with 
pride, dissatisfied with his own possessions, eager to 
enlarge his dominions, and to have as universal an 
empire over all people as death itself has. The 
disappointments he shall meet with, and the destruc- 
tion which at last shall overtake him, shall subject 
him to the taunts and insults of those who foretel 
the short duration of his encroachments on his 
neighbours, and the deceitfulness of his treasures 
of silver and gold, which after all are only dug out 
of the earth, like the vilest clay. Then will it be 
his turn to be devoured and made a prey of, even 
as he devoured and spoiled other nations; so that 
his violence and cruelty shall be returned in full 
measure upon his own head. 
. After this the Prophet takes potice of the king's 
eager desire to raise himself and his family to so 
lofty and secure a situation, that no mZ may come 
near him; like a bird that builds its nest out of the 
reach of ravenous creatures. But he assures him 
that the contrary shall come to pass, since they shall 
be put to shame, and rooted out, in return for thq 
miseries he had brought upon others. To give a 
still stronger idea of me horrid ravage and destruc- 
tion which the king of Babylon had committed^ the 
very timber and stones of the houses that had been 
destroyed, are represented as uniting their cries 
against him. Neither could he expect any thing 
but a curse upon his own favourite city, Babylon, 
which had been raised upon the ruins of so many 
others^ and fattened as it were with the blood of its 
slaughtered enemies. For the Lord of Hosts shall 
utterly destroy all these vain and useless labours of 
its inhabitants, which they carried on with as much 
zeal and ardour, as if they had been working in the 
rery^re,s(nd were in haste to escape from it. And 
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all men shall be convinced that God hath wrought 
this for his own glory, as plainly as they are con- 
vinced that it is He who filled the sea with water. 

The next complaint against the king of Babylon^ 
l^presents him under the character of a man, who. 
urges another to drink, in order that he may take ad« 
tantage of his weakness. So this greedy and am- 
bitious prince is spoken of^ as having intoxicated 
the minds of neighbouring nations by his crafty arts^ 
that he might thereby gain an advantage over them, 
and spy out the nakedness of their land. But all 
his craft shall end in his own shame and ruin; for 
while he himself is intoxicated with schemes of 
glory and grandeur, the anger of the Lord shall 
overtake him to his utter destruction. We may 
observe, that the judgments of God upon sinful 
nations, are frequently spoken of by the prophets^ 
under the image of a cup of strong liquor, which is 
poured upon them, ana by which they are intoxi- 
cated, and so run headlong to their own ruin. The 
Prophet then threatens the king, that his punish- 
ment should be as severe as if he were torn in pieces 
by the wild beasts upon mount Lebanon, as a just 
vengeance for the blood he had shed, and the cruelty 
he had shewn to others. 

The last sin which the Prophet takes notice of, 
and which was very notorious among the Babyld* 
nians^ is their extreme idolatry. He assures them 
that the dumb idols, in which they so much trusted^ 
should prq/it them nothing in the day of God^s 
visitation. Whatever pains might be taken in form- 
ing them, or however gaudily they might be adorned 
with gold or silver, still they were nothing but a 
lump of wood or stone, having neither breath nor 
life; much less were they capable of teaching or de- 
livering their stupid worshippers. As a contrast to 
these vile and senseless images, the Prophet pro- 
claims the Lord to be the only God of all the world, 
who dwells in the highest heavens as in a sacred 
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temple. Be/ore Him let all his creatures stand in 
awe, and humbly reverence his holy name* 

The sins here charged upon the Babylonians will 
furnish us with useful instructions. I shall select 
only two subjects; drunkenness, and an insatiable 
thirst for riches. Riches may no doubt be desirar 
ble in a certain degree : but when the possessors of 
them cannot be satisfiedy when they abuse them to 
purposes of pride and covetousness, setting their 
nest on high above all the world; they then become 
the occasions of sin. If therefore riches increase^ 
let us not set our hearts upon them; if we possess 
them, let it be our study to do good with them ; if 
we have them not, let us not envy those who have, 
but be moderate in our desires, and content in our 
stations. As to drunkenness, it is so common a 
vice, and is practised by many with so little remorse, 
that one would think the Scriptures contained no 
warning against it. Let the drunkard however be 
assured, that scarce any sin has more severe woes 
denounced against it, being ranked with the most 
heinous sins. And let him seriously reflect, not only 
on the observation of Solomon, that the drunkard 
and the glutton shall come to poverty: but that the 
solemn warning of the Apostle includes drunkards 
among those who shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God. 



THE TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY. 

Xbenfng Sbetbice. 

Proverbs i. 

This book, we are told, was written by king Solo* 
mon, the wisest of men; and accordingly we find 
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that it contains maxims and lessons, suited to every 
condition of life. They who are in public situa- 
tions, may learn the rules of justice and judgment; 
and the private man may be instructed in true wis- 
dom and equitable behaviour towards others. They 
who want experience, may learn caution and circum- 
spection; and the young and ignorant may lay in a 
stock of knowledge and prudence. Such as are al- 
ready blessed with wisdom and understandings may 
here find the means of increasing their own store, 
and of instructing others by their counsels. They 
will herein learn to interpret the obscure proverbs 
and dark sayings of the men of old time. 

Having, in the six first verses, given the title and 
substance of his book, Solomon very properly ob- 
serves, that the true foundation of unsdom consists 
in the year of Ood, that is, in religion; and they 
who are so foolish as to deny this truth, will never 
profit by instruction. The duty which ranks next 
after religion, is reverence and obedience to pa- 
rents; this will render a man more respectable than 
the most costly ornaments he can wear. 

Having laid down these important maxims, of 
fearing God and respecting parents, his next ad- 
vice is, to beware of the company and evil examples 
of the wicked. Those here described, are repre- 
sented as men of bloody designs, seeking an oppor- 
tunity to destroy the unwary traveller, and to enrich 
themselves with his spoUs. Eager to decoy an in- 
cautious youth, they use every art to persuade him 
to be their companion, and to share in their wicked 
gains. But what says the wise man to these vile 
seducers? Have thou nothing to do with them, O 
my son; utterly shun their soQiety; for if once you 
engage in it, tlie guilt of murder may be added to 
that of robbery. Let this caution then put you upon 
your guard: nothing surely but a silly bird will run 
into the snare which he sees is laid for him. But 
these wicked men are, in fact, ensnaring themselves: 
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for while their greediness of gain makes them thirst 
after the blood of others, they little think that they 
are laying a trap ^br their own lives » 

After this, wisdom is represented as crying out 
in the most public manner, in language that cannot 
be misunderstood, exhorting the wicked who scoff 
at knowledge and goodness, to repent and turn 
firom their evil deeds: and then shall the spirit of 
wisdom be fully disclosed and made known to them. 
But if, on the contrary, all the advice and warnings 
which wisdom gives, are set at nought and rejected: 
it will be too late to seek her in the time of distress 
and grievous calamity. They who have neglected 
to apply to her early, and have despised her coun- 
sels, fnust be content to reap the Jruit which their 
own folly has planted. Nor is it at all uncommon 
for men to bring ruin upon themselves by their 
abuse of prosperity; thereby confirming the obser- 
vation of the Psalmist, the things that should have 
been for their wealthy are unto them an occasion of 
falling. On the other hand, they who obey the 
voice of wisdom, shall live in peace and security, 
and be free from all apprehensions of evil. 

Many useful reflections may be drawn from this 
chapter. In the first place, we are here taught to 
lay the foundation of all wisdom and knowledge in 
the fear of God and religion. This is the comer 
stone, which all persons who are blessed with chiU 
dren, should lay witli the utmost care. Every thing 
else is vain and deceitful^ but this will stand the 
test both of prosperity and of adversity. Secondly, 
obedience to parents is the due consequence of re* 
ligion. The parents, who have been careful to in- 
stil the principles of the one, may expect to receive 
their reward' in the other. And let those happy 
children, who have been thus early instructed, learn 
to set a due value upon such a blessing; it will afford 
ihemthe greatest comfort in this life, and will open 
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the way to their happiness in the next Thirdly, 
let us learn from hence, to avoid the enticements 
and dangers of ill-gotten wealth. How many un- 
happy youths have been seduced by it to forsake 
the straight path of uprightness and honesty, till by 
degrees they have been led on from one crime to 
another, to the shocking crime of imbruing their 
hands in the blood of their fellow- creatures. Lastly, 
let us beware how we despise the instruction and 
kind warnings, which religion and wisdom offer us. 
If we harden our hearts against them, we shall in 
vain look up to them for assistance in the day of af* 
fliction. Our fatal neglect will subject us to the 
curse denounced against the rebellious Israelites: 
go and cry unto the gods which ye have chosen^ 
and let them deliver you in the time of your tribu*, 
lotion. 



THE TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY. 

iWoming Sbcrbfce. 

Proverbs ii. 

Having in the former chapter described the proper- 
ties of wisdom, by which he all along means religion 
and virtue, the wise man here points out the bene- 
fits of practising it, and the fatal mischiefs which 
will thereby be avoided. He first of all urges his 
pupil to search after it with as much care and dili- 
gence as he would employ in seeking for the most 
valuable treasures: and assures him, that God will 
reward his pains by enlarging his understanding, 
guarding him from evil, and preserving him in the 
path of righteousness and equity. 

He then describes two sorts of evil companv, 
which he must be particularly careful to avoid. By 
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ihe evil man that speakethfroward things, we may 
well understand those dangerous men^ who have 
forsaken the straight paths of religion and virtue, 
are become corrupt m their principles, and bewil- 
der themselvies in crooked and intricate mazes of in- 
fidelity. These are the men who take a malicious 
pleasure in corrupting others, and making them as 
wicked as themselves, endeavouring to draw in the 
young and unwary by new and fanciful opinions. 

We cannot doubt who is meant by the strange 
woman which flattereth with her words, since, 
alas! every part of the world abounds with too 
many of such unhappy creatures, who make it their 
business to entice others by their flattering caresses. 
Having once forsaken that chaste and decent be- 
haviour, which was so strongly impressed upon 
them in their youth, they too soon forget every ob- 
ligation of duty and religion, and are led by degrees 
to commit all iniquity with greediness. Well may 
the dwellings of these miserable wretches be de- 
scribed as leading to death and the grave; since 
they, who are in the habit of frequenting them, do, 
by injuring their constitutions, commonly shorten 
their lives: and what is a more pitiable considera- 
tion, they so far weaken their minds and corrupt 
their principles, that it is with the greatest difficulty 
they can return to a virtuous course, or without a se- 
vere repentance can lay hold of the paths of eternal 
life. 

In opposition tO' these notorious examples, the 
lover of wisdom will govern his conduct according 
to the pattern of those good men, who m every age 
have persevered in the way of righteousness. This 
will be the true way of securing happiness, even in 
this life, to himself aiyi posterity: while the trans- 
gressors of God's laws, who despise the instruction 
of wisdom, however they may seem to flourish for a 
time, shall infallibly be rooted out, and their memo- 
rial shall perish with them. 
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In this chapter two principal things are offered to 
our consideration. First, the great value we ought 
to set upon wisdom, not only as it is the gift of God, 
but as it will preserve us from a variety of dangers, 
especially from the vile arts of those designing 
men, who rejoice in doing mischief, and in enticing 
others to follow their example. Secondly, the cau- 
tion here given against tne snares of tne strange 
woman, presents a most useful lesson to the youth 
of both sexes. To one sex, indeed, modesty is the 
grand safe-guard and preservative from almost every 
evil. When once a wotaain has parted with that 
valuable jewel, her character is lost, she becomes an 
out-cast from society, atid is too often driven to 
seek a miserable livelihood from the wages of ini- 
quity. But let not man triumph, from the supposi- 
tion that the world regards his sins of this Kind 
with a more favourable eye. In the sight of heaven 
they are both alike, with this additional euilt in 
man, that he is too frequently the seducer of unsus^ 
pecting innocence. It is a lamentable truth, that 
we live in an age when fornication and adultery are 
considered as trifling faults, or even made a subject 
of jest and merriment; as if the positive com- 
mands of God were no longer binding, or that the 
examples of men of great name could give a sanc- 
tion to vice. Let those'then who have been early 
taught to make thelawof God the rule of their lives, 
or who regard their own comfort and happiness 
even in this life, be strictly on their guard against 
the first approaches of a sin, which injures the 
health, ruins the reputation, weakens the body, 
chills the powers of the mind, destroys the comforts 
of domestic life, and, without a hearty repentance, 
will tor ever shut the door of the kingdom of heaven. 
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THE TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY. 

Provebbs lU^ 

The same subject, namely, the eommendatioii of 
wisdom, 18 pursued in this chapter: and the wise 
snan especially recommeads it as tending to produce 
a Ions life, and a quiet, peaceable enjoyment of it. 
He therefore exhorts his pupil to fix his affections 
upon the practice of mercy and truth, as more vaUi- 
able ornaments than any be could wear, and which 
would not fail to gain the approbation both of Ood 
and man. His next advice to him is, to beware 
of self-conceit and of trusting too much io bis own 
skill and knowledge; whereas his surest coorfidence 
should be placed in God, and in obeying bis will, 
which will give strength and vigour both to his 
mind and body. Neither must he neglect to shew 
his gratitude to God, by dedicating some part of 
his substance to his honour and service. This will 
be the most likely means to secure a continuance 
of those blessings, which God perpetually showers 
down upon bis creatures. ' One principal part of 
wisdom or religion is patience under the afflictions 
which God sees fit should befall men; considering 
them as proofs of his favour rather than of his dis- 

Jleasure: just as a ier^Aer father scMuetimes feels 
imself obliged to pusasb a child, for whom he has 
the greatest affection. 

After this, there follows a warm commendation 
of the great advantages of wisdomy the gain of 
which is in6nitely to be preferred before me most 
valuable treasures. And indeed experience teaches, 
that the practice of reli^on and virtue, which is 
true wisdom, is, commonly speaking, the surest way 

o2 
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of attaining to long life^ as well as to the other 
blessings which this world has to offer. At any ratf , 
they will procure that inward comfort <and sweet 

Gace of mind, which nothing else can give; and 
:e the tree of life in Paradise, they hold out to 
those who steadily practise them^ the reward of 
eternal life. 

As a further proof of the great pre-eminence of 
wisdonhy we are referred to the creation of the world ; 
and to that all-wise Providence, by which the uni* 
verse is continually sustained, and by which, among 
other blessings, a constant supply is provided of 
those fountains of water and moistening dews, 
which render the earth fruitful. All these areu* 
ments are strong inducements to follow the guid« 
ance of wisdom. They, who put themselves under 
her protection, may expect security in their afiairs 
both at home and abroad, they may lie doum in 
peace and safety, committing themselves to the care 
of Providence, and regardless of those threats and 
alarms, with which the wicked endeavour to harass 
them. 

In the next place, the wise man strongly injoins 
the payment of all just debts, and the distribution of 
charity by those who have any thin^ to spare: not 
putting off their creditors to a- distant day, hor 
withholding their alms from their poor neighbour, 
when they are already able to satisfy both their 
claims. Another evil to be avoided, is the perse* 
outing an innocent man, either by suits at law or by 
any other vexatious method, especially when he is 
not conscious of any harm, and thinks himself in 
perfect security. Such evil deeds should be left 
to those who make a gain of strife and oppression^ 
but whose ill-gotten wealth will never be envied 
by the upright man. His confidence is placed in 
that righteous God, who detests the haughty op- 
pressor, and exposes those to scorn who d^Iignt m 
scorn and slander: while, on the contrary, he gr»^ 
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oiously reveals his counsels to the righteous, show- 
ers down his blessings upon them, and crowns their 
humility with deserved honour. In shorty it may be 
laid down as a maxim, that wisdom is the only path 
which leads to true glory: while they who are so 
foolish as to seek it by other means, will generally 
find their expectations end in shame and disap- 
pointment. 

Among the many excellent observations contained 
in this chapter, I shall select two for our improve- 
ment The first is to be found in the eleventh and 
twelfth verses, where we are exhorted not to de- 
9pi$e the chastening of the Lord^ nor to be weary 
of his correction. Tliis is a most useful lesson to 
men in every station of life; for, in our pilgrimage 
through this vale of tears, who is there that has not 
some share of a£9iction and distress? Wealth can- 
not exempt the rich, nor can power screen its pos- 
sessors from many of the woes incident to human 
nature. It is the part of true wisdom to submit to 
these dispensations with patience and resignation, 
to consider them as wholesome corrections intended 
for our ultimate good, and to kiss the rod of an in* 
iulgent father, whose very chastisements are proofs 
of his love to us. 

The second point of observation is contained in 
the twenty-seventh and twenty-eighth verses, in 
which we are taught not to delay to an uncertain 
time the good which we have in our power to do at 
present. Let us profit by this good advice, and be- 
ware of following the example of those, who wan- 
tonly defer the discharge of their just debts, to the 
injury, and even ruin, of many an unhappy creditor. 
The same warning may be applied to the case of re- 
lieving the needy. They who can shut their eyes 
and ears against a present scene of distress, and 
who think it will be soon enough to attend to it to- 
morrow^ will be too apt, when to-morrow comes, to 
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find out more excuses for delay. Or, even were 
(his otherwise, who can tell whether to-moirow will 
ever come? For what is our life 9 It is even a 
vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then 
vanisheth away. 



THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY. 

Proverbs xi. 

It is onlv at the tenth chapter that what are pro* 
perly called the Proverbs, begin. The preceding 
chapters are rather a kind of pre&ce or introduc* 
tion, strongly exhorting men to the practice of thoae 
useful lessons which they convey. These proverbs 
are either similitudes and comparisons of one thing 
to another, which is the proper signification of a 
proverb, or they are contained in short distinct aen^^ 
tences, and have little or no connection with each 
other. They chiefly relate to the conduct of humaii 
life, the virtues and vices which mankind pursuey 
and the rewards or punishments which aiie the usual 
consequences of them. They are generally so clear, 
that it would be needless to attempt to explain 
them; and being wholly unconnected, they cannot 
well be formed into any regular discourse. My ob- 
servations upon them will therefore be short, only 
taking notice of such as contain the most impcurtant 
lessons, or whose meaning appears to be leas ob* 
vious and intelligible. 

The presentchapter consists of many and varioutf 
subjects. Among other things, it recofflmeoda to us 
justice in our dealings, humility. Integrity, and up* 
Tightness, caution in our words and actions, and n* 
berality in relieving the needy. On the other hand, 
it warns us against pride, hypocrisy, tale-bearing, 
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and eruelty. It points out to us the hopeless end of 
the wicked^ the danger of trusting in riches, the ad-» 
vantage of good counsel^ and the different recom- 
pense which the righteous and the wicked shall not 
fail to receive. 

The eighth verse is the first in which there seems 
to be any difficulty. The righteous is delivered out 
of tromley and the vncked cometh in his stead. 
The good man frequently escapes from the snares 
which are laid for him, while the wicked man takes 
his place, and finds his own ruin in the mischief he 
had plotted against another. 

At the twenty-first verse there is this expression; 
though hand join in handy the wicked shall not be 
unpunished. This probably means^ tha^ however 
he may strengthen himself by the aid of associates 
in his wickedness, the punishment he deserves shall 
be sure at length to overtake him. 

The twenty-fourth verse runs thus: there is thai 
tcatterethy and yet increaseth; and there is that 
withholdeth more than is meet, butittendeth topo>^ 
eerty. The word scattering must here mean com- 
municating and doing good to others; which, if it 
do not directly increase a man's possessions, will 
undoubtedly increase his satisfaction and enjoyment 
Whereas they who merely hoard up their fortunes^ 
without any benefit to others, are in a state little 
better than that of poverty. 

The following verse has much the same meaning: 
the liberal soul shall be made fat; and he that 
watereth shall be watered himself It is a great 
encouragement to acts of charity that they draw 
down the blessing of God upon him who performs 
them: the bounty which he diffuses, like the plenty 
difiused by a copious stream, shall flow back m full 
measure upon himself. 

At the twenty-ninth verse we read, he that trou- 
hleth his own house, shall inherit the wind; and 
the fool shall be servant to the wise of heart. That 
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is^ whoever cherishes quarrels and dissensions in his 
own family, whatever advantage he may hope to 
gain by it, will find his expectations vain and empty 
as a puff of wind;, and he who foolishly adopts this 
conduct, will sink himself beneath those whom he 
ought to govern^ 

Many excellent reflections may be n^ade upon se- 
veral of the wise maxims in this chapter. The 
/alse balance, spoken of in the first verse, is. an im- 
portant one. They who are greedy of gain and 
make haste to get rich, are too apt to offend in this 
point; but though they may contrive to defraud their 
neighbour and to screen themselves from, the eye 
of justice, they may here learn how abominable 
this sin is in the sight of God. 

A very awful reflection may be drawn from the 
seventh verse; when a wicked man diethf his ex^ 

Sectation shaU perish. All his hopes and plans of 
appiness come utterly to an end, bis boasted plea^ 
mires vanish awav, and be himself goes down to the. 
grave, like the \)ea8ts that perish. But let him 
consider, ere it be too late, these words of the Apos* 
tie: we must cUl appear before tlie judgment-seat of 
Christ; that every one may receive the things done 
in his body, according to that he hath done, whe- 
ther it be good or baa^ But even if this life only 
be considered, it will gen^tJly be found, that virtue 
is the road to happiness, and vice to misery: so true 
is the observation of the nineteenth verse, as right' 
eousness tendeth to life, so he that pursueth evil, 
pursueth it to his death* 

The last reflection shall be upon the twenty-sixth 
verse: he that withholdeth corn, the people shall 
curse him; but blessing shall be upon the head of 
him that selleth it. This may be supposed to appfy 
principally to times of scarcnty, and to those greedy 
men who make a prey of the nece$sities of others^ 
and hoard up their corn so as to increase the price 



Lessons of the Old Testament. 297 

of it beyond all reason. They who are guilty of 
this notorious practice, and who reduce the poor to 
the greatest straits for the purchase of mere neces- 
sariesy or who endeavour to over-reach them in the 
weight or measure of their goods^ would do well to 
consider the words of the I'rophet Amos. Hear 
thisy O ye that stvallow up the needy y even to make 
the poor of the Umd to fad; saying, when will the 
new moon be gone, that we may sm corn? and the 
Sabbathi that we may set forth wheal y making the 
ephah small and the shekel great, (that is^ selling 
by scanty measure, and demanding an exorbitant 
.price,) andfalsifying the balances by deceit ? That 
we may buy the poor for silver, ana the needy for 
a pair of shoes; yea, and seU the refuse of the 
wneaif^-The Lord hath sworn by the excellency 
of Jacob, surely 1 will never forget any of their 
works. 



THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY. 

Pr0V£RBS XII. 

This chapter also contains many wise observations 
and useful instructions upon different subjects. They 
<all tend to confirm one principal point, thus ex- 
pressed in the last verse: in the way of righteous- 
ness is lifB,andin the pathway thereof there is no 
death. Thai is, the practice of relision, which is 
true wisdom, is the only road that leads to real hap- 
piness, and the surest preservative against misery 
both here and hereafter. In most of the verses 
the meaning is pretty clear and obvious. At the 
third verse there is a plain allusion to the growth of 
trees, intimating, that, as the righteous man is firmly 

o3 
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rooted and established by his acts of piety and vir- 
tue, so the wicked man is liable to be violently 
agitated and torn up by the roots by every advers^^ 
blast. 

The ninth verse wants some explanation : he that 
is despised and hath a servant is better than he 
that honoureth himself and lacketh bread. The 
meaning seems to be this: he who has a comfort- 
able sufficiency^ without pomp or show^ though he 
may not meet with much outward respect^ is in a 
preferable situation to him who makes a greet figure 
abroad, but wants necessaries and comforts at home. 

The net of evil men, which, at the twelfth verse^ 
the wicked are said to desire^ must mean the power 
of ensnaring and injuring others: but while they are 
bent upon doing mischief, the righteotis are active 
Bx\d fruitftd in good works. ^ 

At the fourteenth verse we read: a man shall be 
satisfied with good by the fruit of his mouthy and 
the recompense of a mapfCs hands shall be rendered 
unto him. That is, the wise counsel and advice 
which a man gives his neighbour, as well as his acts 
of charity strictly so called, shall meet with their 
due reward in the favour and blessing of Grod. 

The twenty-seventh verse is very obscure, especi- 
ally in our translation: the slothful man roasteth not 
that which he took in hunting; but the substance 
of a diligent man is precious. The plainest sense 
seems to be this: the deceitful man shall gain no- 
thing by his acquisitions, nor shall be be able to 
retain them; but the wealth of an honest and dili- 
gent man shall be a lasting possession* 

With regard to the particular improvements which 
may be drawn from this chapter, the first verse pre- 
sents a most salutary lesson to those who are yoimg 
and inexperienced. Whoso loveth instruction, lo^ 
eth knowledge; but he that hateth reproof is brU' 
tish. The principal source of knowledge to young 
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people must arise from the experience and instrue- 
tioa of others; it is therefore their duty to receive 
it with meekness and gratitude^ to improve it by 
diligent attention, and to beware of being conceited 
of the little knowledge they possess. They must 
also patiently endure reproof: he who can bear to 
be told of his faults, will be likely to do his ut- 
most to amend them: whereas, there can belittle 
hopes of his amendment, who spurns at the kindness 
of such as take the pains to reprove him. 

The merciful treatment of brute beasts, mentioned 
in the tenth verse, is also a subject well deserving 
our attention; and the more so, as it is notorious 
bow grievously they often suffer, either from thought- 
lessness or cruelty. Few things require an earlier 
check from parents than this evil propensity, lest 
the indulgence of a cruel disposition be transferred 
from the brute creation to their ieliow creature, man. 

The cfllumny and slander described at the eigh- 
teenth verse as piercing like a stoord, is a fault 
which we should carefully guard ourselves from prac- 
tising. Many who indulge themselves in this habit, 
are not aware of the mischief they may do. The 
very bread of many an honest man depends upon his 
character, and the comfort of every man is closely 
connected with it Let us therefore be cautious how 
we sport with so tender a thing as reputation; rather 
making it our endeavour to heal the wounds which 
the ton£ue of slander has inflicted, and to promote 
love> and harmony among all men. 

A vice nearly allied to slander is lyinfff which, be- 
sides the many evils it produces, is spoken of hj the 
wise man as an cAomination to the Lord. Highly 
then does it concern us to avoid so notorious a sin, 
to banish all deceit from our hearts, and to make 
sacred truth.the standard of all we say; remember- 
ing that it is only by a constant adherence to this 
practice, that we can make ourselves acceptable to 
the God of truth. 
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THE TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY. 

iWoming Sberbtce. 

Proverbs xiu. 

The contents of this chapter are various. Several 
of the subjects in the foregoing one are here repeated^ 
particularly those which relate to instruction andre^ 
proof, and to the prudent government of the tongue. 
The expression in the second verse, that by thefruii 
qfhis mouth one man shall eat good, and another 
shall eat violence ^ refers to the benefit or injury 
which any one shall bring upon himself, by speaking 
well of, or by slandering, his neighbour. 
• The observation at the seventh verse, there is that 
maketh himselfrich, yet hath nothing; there is that 
maketh himself poor, yet hath great riches / is a 
very just one. For many a man strives to deceive 
the world, and to make as great a show as if he were 
really rich; whilst some, who actually are wealthy, 
choose to put on the appearance of poverty. 

Many difierent interpretations are given of- the 
eighth verse: the ransom of a maris life is his 
riches : but the poor heareth not rebuke. The wise 
man seems to be comparing the advantages of riches 
with those of poverty. As a rich man, when he has 
-forfeited his lite, may sometimes be able to redeem 
it by means of his riches ; so, on the other hand, the 
poor man hath this advantage at least, that he is 
not liable to the rebuke or blame, which the abuse 
of riches often brings upon their possessors. 

The ninth verse runs thus: the light of the right* 
eous rejoiceth; but the lamp of the unckedshcUlbe 
put out. That is, the happiness of the good man 
may be compared to the splendid light even of the sun 
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itself^ which shines with undiminished lustre: but 
the happiness of a wicked man may be compared to 
the faint glimmering of a lamp^ which will quickly 
be extinguished. 

At the fourteenth verse we read^ the law of the 
wise is a fountain of life, to depart from the 
snares of death. Those excellent rules which wis- 
dom prescribes for the conduct of life^ such as piety, 
justice^ and temperance^ will be sure to promote 
happiness and to secure from misery, just as a 
spring of water gives fertility to a thirsty land. 

The last verse is the only one besides, which 
seems to require explanation. The righteous eateth 
to the satisfying of Ms soul; but the belly of the 
wicked shall want. The desires of the good man 
being moderate, his enjoyments are commonly satis- 
factory: but this is far from being the case with 
the wicked, who either bring themselves to want by 
their evil courses, or are dissatisfied in the midst of 
plenty. 

I shall now select three or four verses as peculi- 
arly suited to our reflection and improvement 
First, then, we may learn that useful lesson of go- 
verning our tongue, which the wise man calls keep^ 
ing our mouth. And this is so necessary a caution, 
that whoever neglects it and is rash enough to open 
J wide his lips, so as to utter every vain and foolish 
thought that rises in his mind, will run himself into 
many hazards, and perhaps endanger even his life. 
To prevent our falling into this fatal habit, let us 
not only exert our hearty endeavours to this end, 
but join also with holy David in beseeching God 
to set a watch before our mouth, and to keep the 
door of our lips. 

The second reflection shall be upon the ill efiects 
oi pride and self-conceit, by which too frequently 
cometh contention. It highly concerns those who 
value their own peace of mind, to beware of con- 
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tending about trifles^ through a false pride of inain« 
taining their own opinion; whereas the pride of a 
Christian should consist in humility and lowlineas 
of mind, in yielding to others in matters of indiffer- 
ence, and in shewing his wisdom by following the 
advice of such as are better informea than himself. 
The advice contained in the twenty-fourth verse 
strongly addresses itself to all parents: he that 
spareth his rod, hateth his son; but he that loveth 
him, chasteneth him betimes. Natural afiectioo 
teaches them to love their children, and to treat them 
with all imaginable tenderness; but experience con- 
firms what the wise man teaches, that to spare the 
rod, when necessity requires it, is not afiection, but 
hatred. In every child of Adam there is some fa- 
tal propensity to evil, an inbred corruption, which 
needs tne kind hand of chastisement to subdue it 
Tosufierevil inclinations and habits ofperveraeness 
to gather strength for want of correction, might be a 
momentary indulgence to a parent; but if he is weak 
enough to give way to such self-indulgence, he will 
quickly find, that he is laying the foundation of fu- 
ture misery to his child, and too probably of bitter 
repentance to himself. 



THE TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY. 

Proverbs xiv. 

It would be no easy matter to reckon up the variety 
of subjects contained in this chapter; and it would 
be a useless labour to explain those parts of it, which 
are already clear and evident. I shall follow my 
usual method in endeavouring to give the tnie sen^ 
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of such passages as appear to want explanation, and 
to enlarge upon those which contain the most useful 
instruction. 

Tlie chapter opens with the character of a wise 
and virtuous wife, who by her prudent care endea- 
vours to build her house, that is, to raise and im- 
prove her family; just as a woman of a contrary 
disposition, by ner negligence and ill-management, 
does, as it were, pluck it down with her hands, and 
quickly bring it to ruin. 

The rod o/pride, mentioned in the third verse, as 
being in the mouth of the foolish, means the proud 
and insolent language which foolish men are apt to 
use, and which frequently wounds themselves. 

Oxen being in some countries universally used in 
husbandry, the want of those useful animals implies 
a want of labour and industry; and then it is no 
wonder that the crib is clean, and that there is no 
com either to feed them or to prevent a famine; 
diligence and good husbandry will generally pro- 
duce the reverse. 

The tenth verse: TTie heart knoweth his own 
bitterness ; and a stranger doth not iutermeddle 
with his Joy. No man can properly judge of the 
enjoyments or suflerings of another, which often arise 
from causes known only to himself: for even in 
laughter and apparent mirth, the heart may be hea- 
vy and sorrowful. Some secret canker may prey 
upon the mind, though the countenance wear a 
look of peace and tranquillity. 

The nineteenth verse: Tne evil bow before the 
good; and the wicked at the gates of the righteous. 
The ill conduct of the wicked frequently subjects 
them to such distress, that they are obliged to sue 
for protection and assistance to those worthy men^ 
whom perhaps they have oppressed. Joseph's bre- 
thren are an eminent instance of this. 

There is too much truth in the observation of the 
next verse, that the poor is hated of his neighbour: 
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for, if a man of substance fall into poverty, many, 
who before were his friends, will be ready to shun 
his company. On the other hand, there is some- 
thing in the nature of riches which fails not to at- 
tract friends, who are not always nice in inquiring 
by what means the riches were obtained. 

The thirtieth verse : A sourid heart is the life of 
the flesh; but envy, the rottenness of the bones. 
The heart being the seat of life, when that is sound 
and duly performs its functions, it gives life and 
energy to the whole body. So, a quiet, contented 
mina is the main spring of health and happiness; 
whereas the corroding passion of envy disorders the 
whole frame, and wastes the powers of life like a 
rasing disease. 

The thirty-third verse runs thus : wisdom resteth 
in the heart of him that hath understanding; but 
that which is in the midst of fools is made known. 
The truly wise man does not make a vain show of 
his knowledge, but prudently reserves it till a fit 
opportunity offer of making it useful. It is the 
foolish, conceited man, who, if his knowledge be 
ever so small, is in haste to disclose it to the world, 
and to set up his claim to wisdom. 

We may learn from the ninth verse, to avoid the 
foUy and wickedness of those who make a mock at 
sin, profanely speaking of it as a matter of trifling 
concern, or exulting in the frailties and infirmities 
to which even the good man is subject. Let us 
rather learn, with the righteous, to shew favour, 
where we can do it with propriety, and not to con- 
demn any one for a slight offence, considering, that 
there is not a just man upon the earth that doeth 
good, and sinneth not. 

The advice in the twenly-ninth verse, to be slow 

,to wrath, and not hasty of spirit, afibrds us a very 

useful lesson. Sudden transports of anger hurry 

men on to the commission of aeeds, which embitter 

their cooler moments. Let us labour to subdue this 
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hastiness of temper^ by checking the sallies of it in 
the 6rst instance : for, if we give way to it, it will 
gain strength by indulgence: not only exposing us 
to the contempt of. men, but rendering us highly 
displeasing to God. 

We have all great reason to attend to the impor- 
tant observation at the conclusion of this chapter: 
righteousness exalteth a nation ; but sin is a re^ 
f roach to any people. Far be it from us as a nation to 
lay claim to tne title of righteous : we must surely be 
too sensible of our manitold sins and imperfections 
to arrogate so distinguished a name. But, with 
all our faults, God has been pleased to exalt us to 
a pitch of glory and happiness above the nations 
round about. Blessed be God for it, it is here that 
his religion is professed in all purity; and when 
great part of the world has been led away by strange 
doctrines, and has deserted the faith that is in 
Jesus, many of this nation have stood in the ^ap, 
and have endeavoured to stem the torrent of mfi. 
delity and impiety that seemed ready to overwhelm 
Christianity. Mercy and clemency are undoubted- 
ly one part of righteousness, and these have been 
nobly exercised m the relief and support of thou- 
sands, who were strangers to our language, enemies 
to our state, and widely difiering from us in many 
essential points of religion. Would to Grod there 
were no reverse to this flattering picture of our- 
selves, and that we had not too large a share in those 
sins which are a reproach to any people/ This, it 
is to be feared, will greatly incline the balance to 
the other side. Let the consciousness of it deeply 
humble us in the sight of God, let every individual 
among us firmly resolve to forsake his own particu- 
lar sins; that so iniquity may not be our ruin, and 
that we become not an open shame to our enemies, 
a very scorn and derision to them that are round 
about us. 
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THE TWENTY.FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY. 

PROVBRBS XV. 

This chapter does not seem to want any explanation 
till we come to the sixth verse: in the house of the 
righteous is much treasure; but in the revenues of 
the wicked is trouble. This treasure which the 
righteous is sud to possess, cannot literally mean 
riches, as many a good man is grievously oppressed by 

Eoverty : but whether he have little or much, if he 
ath a quiet contented mind, he hath indeed a great 
trecuure, and hath no occasion to envy the wicked 
rich man his vast possessions, which frequently give 
him more disquiet and trouble than they afford sa* 
tisfaction. 

When it is said at the eleventh verse, that hell 
and destruction are before the Lord, it must sig- 
nify, that no place can be so remote or concealed^ 
not even the grave itself, which is here meant by hell^ 
but that the all-seeing eye of God can penetrate into 
it* How intimately then must he be acquainted 
with the thoughts and actions of mankind! 

All the days of the afflicted are evil; but he that 
is of a merry heart hath a continual feast. Afflic- 
tion does indeed humble the soul, and makes every 
thing wear a gloomy appearance, espMScially if it be 
not accompanied with a due resignation to the will 
of God : whereas a cheerful, contented spirit dif- 
fuses more satisfaction over the mind, than the pa- 
late can ever receive from the richest dainties. 

The hedge of thorns to which the way of the 
slothful is compared at the nineteenth verse, must 
mean those difficulties in which indolent people are 
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apt to fancy themselves entangled, and which they 
pretend they are unable to overcome: but to the 
righteous, or rather to tile honest and industriona 
man, every thing appears smooth and free from diflS- 
culties. 

The twenty-fifth verse: The Lord wiU destroy 
the house of the proud ; but he will establish the 
border of the widow. The haaghty and insolent man, 
who endeavours to exalt his family upon the ruins 
of those whom he has oppressed, shall quickly be 
brought to nought; bot the poor widow ^ whose de- 
fenceless situation exposes her to insults, has a spe* 
cial claim to the protection of God. 

The twenty-eighth verse : The heart of the righ- 
teous siudieth to answer; but the mouth of the 
wicked poureth out evil things. The good man, 
ever cautious of doing mischief, takes time to de- 
liberate, before he gives his opinion of men and 
things; but the wicked is in haste to utter his sen'- 
timents, however hurtful they may prove to others. 

The thirtieth verse : The light of the eyes re*- 
joiceth the heart; and a good report maketh the 
banes fat. The faculty of sight is a source of great 
pleasure and comfort, as enabling us to behold the 
Deautiful works of God: and well-earned praise be- 
stows that solid satisfaction, which diffuses itself 
over the whole man. 

This chapter will furnish subjects for several im- 
portant reflections. It were well for mankind, if 
more attention was paid to the wise observation in 
the first verse: a soft answer turnethowayvrrath; 
but grievous words stir up anger. A mild, sub- 
missive behaviour will seldom fail to calm the vio« 
lence of anger; but if we fan the flame by sharp 
and provoking answers, we may bitterly repent the 
consequences of our impatience. 

ITie eighth verse contains an observation of the 
utmost importance : the sacrifice of the wicked is an 
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abomination to the Lord; but the prayer of the «»- 
right is his delighU What an inducement is this tor 
us to purify our hearts^ and to take heed to all our 
ways, lest our very prayers should be turned into 
curses, as proceeding from impious lips ! The word 
sajcrifice seems to refer also to the outward ceremo- 
nies of religion, which, however costly, will not be 
.accepted from an impure heart; whereas the simple 
prayer of a good man is of great avail before God. 

The sixteenth and seventeenth verses recommend 
two duties of the greatest consequence: first, the 
fear of the Lordy as comprehending religion in 
general; which. whoever possesses, though with a 
small share of this world's goods, is far happier than 
the richest man, whose mind is uneasy and discon* 
tented. Secondly, Zor^and harmony, which, in the 
humblest cottage and with the coarsest fare, will 
yield more true content than the greatest luxuries, 
accompanied with hatred and quarrelling. If we 
value our peace and happiness, let us strive to attain 
to these two great points, the fear of the Lord, and 
the love of one another. 

The twenty-fourth verse: The way of life is 
above to the wise, theU he may depart from hell 
beneath. How great a truth is there conveyed in 
these words! and how much wisdom does that man 
possess, who in every part of life sets his affections 
on things above, and keeps heaven always in view! 
llie dangers of this world, and the terrors of the 
liext, present no cause of alarm to him. The cares 
of the world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the 
pride of life, do indeed fatally weigh down our 
souls, and hinder our aspiring after heavenly wis* 
dom : but if ever we hope to be happy in heaven, 
we must loosen our minas from these earthly clogs, 
and early learn to set our hearts where alone our 
most valuable treasure ought to be placed. 
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THE TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY. 

Proverbs xvi. 

Among the various subjects of which this chapter 
treats, these which follow are the principal. The 
providence of God, in directing the affiiirs of man- 
kind — the necessity of trusting in Him — the import- 
ant office of kings, and public governors — the great 
superiority of humility over pride — the danger of 
self-conceit — the mischievous devices of the ungodlv 
—the blessing of a virtuous old age — and the ad- 
vantage of a calm, placid . disposition. These will 
all be found scattered up and down in the chapter. 

The fourth verse is the first which s^ems to re- 
quire explanation: the Lord hath made all things 
for himself; yea, even the tmcked for the day of 
evil. This certainly is not well translated: for the 
meaning is not, that Ood hath created all things 
for his own use^ and hath reserved the toickedfor 
punishment, as our translation seems to imply: but 
the sense is, that God disposes every thing so as to 
serve his own gracious designs, and compels even 
the wicked to perform his will by inflicting punish^ 
ment upon others like themselves. Tliis was the 
case in the destruction of Jerusalem by the Roman 
soldiers, who were made the executioners of Gtxl's 
wrath upon that devoted nation. 

The tenth verse: A divine sentence is in the lips 
of the king; his mouth trans gresseth not injudg^ 
ment. This cannot be meant of every king, but of 
him only who makes the will of God his rule. 
From the lips of such an one a divine sentence, 
that is, good and wholesome laws, will proceed; 
and he will decide with so much impartiality, that 
no man can be wronged by his judgment 
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The twenty^first verse: The wise in heart shall 
be called prudent; and the sweetness of the lips 
increaseth learnings or rather adds instruction. 
He who strictly pursues the rules of wisdom, may 
justly havp the reputation of a prudent man; but if 
he also possess the charms of eloquence, which is 
the sweetness of the lips, it will add to the value 
of his wisdom and instruction. 

The twenty-seventh verse: An ungodly man 
diggeth up evil; and in his lips t/iere is a burning 
/ire. A wicked man takes as much pains in doing 
mischief, as if he were digging for hidden treasure; 
and the slander which issues from his mouth, de- 
stroys his neighbour's reputation with the rage of 
devouring flames. 

The thirty-third verse: The lot is cast into the 
lot); the whole disposing thereof is of the Lord. 
This refers to the ancient custom of deciding things 
by lot, which was performed by putting the lots 
into a hollow vessel, and then drawing them out. 
How much soever the decision may appear to be 
governed by chance, there is no doubt of its being 
directed, in matters of importance, by the over-rul* 
ing providenoe of God, 

We will begia our reflections with the second 
verse: all (he ways of a man are clean in his own 
eyes; but the Lord weigheth the spirits. A man who 
has a high conceit of his own wisdom and skill, 
vainly imagines that lie can never be to blame. 
Far difierent is the judgment of God, who ex- 
amines the secrets of the heart, and sees the spring 
and motive of every action. Conscious of our ma- 
nifold sins and infirmities, let us then entertain an 
humble opinion of ourselves; and let us strive to 
purify our ttioughts and intentions, that when 
weighed in the balance we may not he found want* 
in^. 

rhe twentieth verse is an encouragement to us to 
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place our confidence in God: he that handleth a 
matter tvisely. shall find good; and whoso trusteth 
in the Lord, happy is he. Prudent management 
will no doubt contribute greatly to insure success in 
our affairs; but if we fully trust in God for the 
event, we may rest contented whether they succeed 
or not At any rate we shall be happy in humbly 
submitting to his will, and leaving the issue to Him, 
vrho chooses for us better than we can for ourselves. 
There is much truth in the observation of the 
twenty-fifth verse : there is a way that seemeth right 
unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of 
death. How fatal are the mistakes in which we 
often involve ourselves, by persevering in a way that 
seemeth right unto us, though at length it endeth 
in the ways of death, in our utter ruin and destruc- 
tion! We suffer ourselves to be deceived by false 
notions of pleasure, or profit, or some worldly good ; 
and disregarding the consequences, we engage in 

Elans which injure our fortune, our character, or our 
ealth, and may perhaps lead to death itself. Let 
us be well assured, that every thing that seemeth 
right, be really so, before we engage too deeply in 
it: lest our pursuits may not only bring on a pre- 
mature death, but may prepare me way for death. 



THE TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY. 

Proverbs xviu 

The Qrst verse of this chapter contains a maxim, 
which the wise man has several times repeated in 
different words. Better is a dry morsel^ and quiet" 
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ness therewith^ than a hxmsefvR of sacriAees with 
strife. The most homely meal^ even a dry crust, 
with a quiet conscience^ and a freedom from noise 
and strife, is preferable to the most luxurious iare, 
when attended with contention and quarrelling. 
The expression of a house full of sacrifices y means 
a time of feasting and gaiety, many of the ancient 
sacrifices being concluded by a feast. 

A wise servant shall have rule over a son thai 
causeth shame; and shall have part of the inhe- 
ritance among the brethren. The meaning of this 
iSf that prudence and integrity, even in a low station, 
render a man greatly superior to one whose mean 
and shameful conduct decades him from his proper 
rank. And it has sometimes happened, that a ser- 
vant of this character has been wisely placed over 
a profligate son : in such a case he is well entitled to 
be amply rewarded for his care and fidelity. 

2Tie fining pot is for silver y and the furnace for 

fold; but the Lord trieth the hearts. As a re- 
ner purifieth the precious metals, skilfully melting 
them by fire and purging out their dross; so, and 
much more, doth the Lord searcli the secrets of 
men's hearts, strictly weighing their merits, ani 
oftentimes trying their faith and virtue in the fur- 
nace of affliction. 

The eighth verse: A gift is a^ a precious stone 
in the eyes of him that hath it; whithersoever it 
turfiethf it prospereth. A valuable jewel has not 
greater charms to attract the eyes, than a bribe has 
in the sight of him who is greedy of gain: his heart 
is so set upon it, that he scruples not whatever is 
required oi him, and rarely fails of success. 

The twelfth verse: Let a bear robbed of her 
whelps meet a man, rather than a fool in his folly. 
It is a dangerous thing to meet a savage animal, ren- 
dered furious by the loss of her young : but it is more 
difficult to escape from an obstinate fool, whose 
unruly passions urge him on to mischief. For the 
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beast cannot be fonder of her whelps than he is of 
his absurd opinions and resolutions. 

The sixteenth verse is rather obscure in our transo 
lation: wherefore is there a price in the hand of a 
fool to get wisdom f seeing he hath no heart to itP 
The meaning must be, that riches are of no value 
to a fool, wita respect to the acquisition of wisdom; 
since, if he could purchase it, he knows not how to 
make a proper use of it. 

A friend loveth at aU times, and a brother is 
bom/or c^dversity. It is generally understood that 
friend and brother in this verse refer to. the same 
person. A true friend will give proofs of his friend- 
doip and regard, not only by fits and starts, but 
constantly and uniformly; and in times of distress 
he becomes, even as it were, a brother. He was a 
friend before, and he now acts like one nearly aU 
lied in blood. 

A man void of understanding striketh hands., 
and becometh surety in the presence of his friends 
Striking hands was the form made use of wnen any 
one engaged for the payment of another's debts; and 
the wise man here condemns the rashness of become 
ing such a surety; especially if this be done pub^ 
licly and with the knowledge of the debtor, who 
may be encouraged to delav payment when he 
knows he has a friend that will answer for him* 

He loveth transgression that loveth strife; and 
he that exalteth his gate, seeketh destruction. A 
fondness for contention and quarrelling will be apt 
to lead a man into sin: he too, whose pride induces 
him to mak^ a pompous displav of sumptuous build- 
ings and lofty gates, above the proportion of his 
fortune, runs no small risk of bringmg ruin upon 
himself. 

The twenty^ second verse: A merry heart doth 

fvod like a medicine; but a broken spirit drieth the 
ones. As a salutary medicine diffuses its good 
efiects overthe whplebody, so a,cheerful spirit gives 

p 
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new life and vigour to the animal frame: whereas^ 
when the spirits are broken^ the body also is very 
apt to be disordered. 

The last verse I shall explain is the twenty-fourth: 
wisdom is before him that hath understandings 
but the eyes of a fool are in the ends of the earm. 
A wise man may commonly be known even by his 
countenance^ as a fool may 'be distinguished by his 
wandering looks. The wisdom of the one is befere 
him, always present and ready for use; whereas the 
other's thoughts are roving about and never fixed 
to a point. 

Having explained so many verses^ I shall select 
only two or three for our improvement. The first 
verse has been already taken notice of^ as asserting 
the preference of poverty with quietness^ to riches 
with strife. Both rich and poor may learn from it 
a useful lesson. Let the rich beware how they for- 
feit many of the advantages which their wealth 
might procure them, by indulging a spirit of con- 
tention and quarrelling, the habit of which will sour 
every enjoyment, and render their luxuries insipid. 
On the other hand, let the poor be careful to culti- 
vate that amiable disposition of harmony and con- 
cord, which may render every condition comfortable, 
and can five them a superiority over the discon- 
tented and quarrelsome mauj whatever riches he 
may dianoe to possess. 

We may also learn important instruction from the 
ninth verse: he that covereth transgressions seek^ 
eth love; but he that relateth a matter , separateth 
very friends. Whoever knows the true value of 
friendship, will not be slack to bury in oblivion the 
transgressions which his friend may have unwarily 
committed against him; much less will he open 
those wounds afresh, which should have been long 
since closed; for that must tend to terminate aU 
friendship. Common prudence^ and a regard to 
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oiir own happiness^ will require this. But the Gosk 
pel carries this duty to a far greater extent, and in- 
joins forgiveness of injuries as one of the first Chris* 
tian duties. If thy brother trespass against thee 
seven times in a aay, aaith our Lord, and seven 
times in a day turn again to thee saying, I repent f 
thou shalt forgive him. Let not so important a 
precept continually sound in our ears, without our 
resolving to the utmost of our power to put it in 
practice? 

I shall condude with the maxim oontair^ in the 
fourteenth verse: the beginning of strife is as 
when one letteth out water; therefore leave off 
contention before it be meddled with. The allu- 
sion is taken from breaking down a dam where 
water has been pent up: though the opening may be 
small, yet when once the breach is made, it is not 
easily repaired. Thus also, a slight quarrel too 
often leads to sok irreconcilable breach. How greatly 
then does it concern us to follow this wise advice, to 
check every dc^ee of strife and contention in the 
very outset; and in order to avoid the fatal conse* 
quences wfaicfe too often flow from trifling beginnings, 
to take St. Paul for our guide: If it bepossiUey as 
mueh as Ueth in you, live peaceably with all men. 



THE TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY. 

IBbenfng SberWce. 

pROVKaBS XIX. 

I SHALL be^n by taking notice of the second verse 
in this chapter: that the soul be without know- 
ledge, it is not good; and he that hasteth unth 
his feet,, sinneth. With great propriety does Solo- 

p2 
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mon observe, that the want of knowledge is an evil ; 
for certainly ignorance is often productive of very 
mischievous e^cts. But at the same time it must 
be owned, that knowledge alone will not always 
insure success to a design: judgment and deliber* 
ation are both necessary, and therefore he that hast-- 
eth with his feet, that is, he who is in too great 
haste to deciae, is likely to fall into many errors. 

The seventh verse is upon a subject which has 
been mentioned more than once: all the brethren 
of the poor do hate him; how much more do his 
friends go far from himf he pursueth them with 
words, yet they are wanting to him* This . obser** 
vation must relate to a man who, from a better con-* 
dition, is fallen into poverty: both relations and 
friends are apt enough to despise such an one, and 
to shun his company. He may implore their pity in 
words of humble supplication, and may remind them 
of their former promise, but it will be to no purpose* 

The eleventh verse having commended tlie pnu 
dence of him who deferreth his anger, it follows 
at the twelfth, the king's wrath is as the roaring 
of a lion; but his favour is as dew upon the 
grass. If it be necessary for men in general to keep 
their anger within due bounds, it ia still more so foK 
him who is possessed of great authority, and whose 
voice can make all below him tremble. The exer* 
cise of this passion may indeed cause him to be 
feared; but his kindness and favour will be fts grate- 
ful to his dependants, as the evening dew or a gen* 
tie shower is refreshing to a thirsty soil. 

A foolish son is the calamity of his father; and 
the contentions of a wife are a continued dropping. 
None who have experienced either of the calamities 
here spoken of, need.to be told what severe misfor* 
tunes they both are. The continual dropping^ to 
which the contentions of a wife are compared, must 
aignif^ a ruinous house, where the rain is perpetually 
dropping in, and which renders a man's haDitatioii 
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AS uncomfortable to him as the teasing companions 
above mentioned. 

The nineteenth verse : A man of great wrath 
skaU suffer punishment; for, if thou deliver him, 
yet thou must do it again. Whoever allows himself 
to be transported by violent anger^ suffers not a little 
from his own feelings when the fit is over, and often 
plunges himself into great difficulties. Nor is it to 
much purpose that a friend interposes to extricate 
him from them^ since in all probability his passion 
will quickly return. 

The twenty-second verse : The desire of a man is 
his kindness; and a poor man is better than a liar. 
Nothing is more desirable for any one^ than to have 
it in his power to be charitable, and to shew kind* 
ness to others: but it is better to want that power, 
than to be rich and yet plead poverty as a cloak for 
being penurious, or to make fair promises of libera- 
lity without any intention of performing them. 

The twenty*fourth verse : A slothful man hideth 
his hand in his bosom, and will not so much as bring 
it to his mouth again. This is a strong picture of 
an indolent man, who had rather sufier hunger than 
be at the least pains to satisfy it. The word which 
we translate bosom, rather signifies a dish or platter: 
and as it was the custom in the East, and still is so, 
to dip their hands in the dish when they eat, na> 
thing can be a stronger proof of sloth, than for any 
one to keep his hand in the dish and not so much 
as bring it to his mouth again, 

I shall select twoverses for our improvement: the 
first will be found in the third verse: the foolishness 
of a manperverteth his way, and his heart fretteth 
against the Lord. This, it is to be feared, is too 
common a fault: when men have strayed from the 
ways of righteousness and brought themselves into 
distress, they are apt to impute their sins and mis* 
fortunes to God. Liet us lay the blame of our sins 
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upon ourselves, and beware how we charge God 
foolishly. Instead of fretting against the Lord, who 
tempteui no man to sin, let us cease our murmurs, 
repent of our evil deeds, and acknowledge the good** 
ness of God in not cutting us off in the midst of 
them. 

The seventeenth verse contains an observation of 
miat comfort to the kind and charitable: h^ that 
hath pity upon the poor, lendeth unto the Lord, and 
that which he hath given, wUl he pay him again* 
What an encouragement to do good is the assur* 
ance, that God considers the alms we bestow, as if 
it were a benefit conferred upon himself 1 An assur^ 
ance, which our Saviour expressly mentions in the 
same light What a glorious privilege is it, to bav>e 
the power as well as the inclination to be eyes to the 
blind and feet to the lame, and to cause the widoto^s 
heart to sin^ with joy! But let no one imagine, 
that this privilege is confined to the rich alone: the 
wajrs of doing good are infinite; and men of every 
rank and station have their respective duties to per- 
form. Remember how Peter addressed the lame 
man at the beautiful gate of the temple: silver and 
eoldhave I none, but such as I have give I thee. 
They who have no alms to bestow, may shew kind^*^ 
ness to their neighbours, by advising them in difEU 
culties, by comforting them in affliction, and by a 
thousand kind offices, which the true spirit of cna- 
rity will readily point out to them. And let such 
remember the words of our blessed Lord: whoso^ 
ever shall give to drink unto one of these little 
ones- a cup of cold water only in the name of a dis^ 
ciple, verily I say unto you he shall in no wise 
lose his reward* 

I am now come to the conclusion of these Lec- 
tures, and cannot help expressing my hopes that 
they have in some decree assisted you to under- 
stand those sacred writings, by which, in conjunc- 
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tion with those of the New Testament^ we are to 
regulate our faith and practice. Many of the re- 
flections which are subjoined to each chapter^ relate 
to subjects of the highest importance to your com- 
fort and happiness in this life, as well as to your 
eternal felicity in the next. Let me entreat you 
not to sufier the good efiects which they may have 

E reduced in you^ to be lost through the hurry and 
ustle of the world. The cares of this life must 
of necessity take up a large portion of all our time; 
and they^ whose subsistence, and that of their fami- 
lies^ depends upon their daily labour, have fewer 
opportunities tor religious exercises. But tlie Sab- 
bath is, or ought to be^ a day of leisure to all; and 
thev who employ a part of it in privately reading 
and meditating on the Holy Scriptures, will -de- 
rive no small advantage from it The time is fast 
approaching, when this worlds and all its concerns, 
will vanish away, and be like a dream when one 
atoaketh. Let it be our care to lav in such a stock 
of divine knowledge, and to lead such holy and 
blameless lives, that we may look forward with 
well-grounded hope to that happy time, when our 
earthly house of this tabernacle being dissolved, 
we may have a building of Ood, an house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 



THE END. 
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